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TO THE READER. 



Expect no more commendations of our Arabian 
author, or apologies for any thing that may fcem 
liable to cenfurc in his Letters. There is no cue} of 
anfwcring the cavils of thofe who, to gain the cha- 
ra£ter of critics, will create faults where they find 
none, and impute the very overfights of the prefa to 
the ignorance of the author, rather than a book fhall 
efcape free from cenfure. 

What is wanting in the ftyle, where it may be 
fuppofcd to come flioit of the x>f iginal, muft be laid 
to the Italian's charge who urtdertoiok the firft ver- 
fion of fo remote a language 5 for the Englifli tranf- 
4ator has endeavoured to follow him as clofe as the 
àifkrtnce of idioms will admit; arid all the world 
knows that the Englifli tongue is none of the mojft 
tropicus and fignificant. But if this (hall feem an 
invidious refleSion, fubftituted in the room of a 
paiiable cxcufe, the Englifh tranflator, in honour 
both of the foreign copies and his own native lan- 
guage (for he is a true Enghftiman both by blood 
and afefitton), is willing to take the blame of all de- 
^Befts on hitnfeff, afTurrng you, that whatfoevcr rough- 
ncfs-or want of elegance, tvhatfoever carcleflhefs of 



expreffion j9 to be fouod in the Engiiih trftnflalionj^ 
though it may be -a fault indeed» yet it h purely ow« 
11^ to the candour of him who has committed it^ 
fioce the chief reafon of fuch negle£l is» becaufe he 
was loath the rq^er (houM lo(e the griginzl fenfe fof 
the fake of a fweet period or a deHcate cadence. . 

If in other places he feehis zEkStedf as in retain* 
ing the Turkifh and Arabic words, where they might 
as well have been rendered Engltfh, this alfo was oat 
of rcfpcft to his copy, where thofe words are left as 
we mayfuppofe they were found in the originV Ara- 
bic, 

This is addrefled to fuch gentlemen as have pro- 
cured {he Italian copies of thefe Letters j for we are 
informed that they are in the hands of fome Englifii 
travellers Vh^had a. curiofity. to compare Uie differ- 
ent tranflatione together, 

, however» to evidence that this is not fpoken in 
partiality to ourfelves» but with equal re^rd to th^ 
learned foreigner who firfk brought thefe Letters to 
Ught| it will hot be aoiifs to exhibit fuch probable 
reafons as might induce, him to leave £bme Arabic 
words untranflated rather than others, though they 
bad.boih the. feme feofc. 

The b^ft method of clearing up this point will be 
by producing in (lances, fuch as that in Book L.Lei:* 
ter Xiy. where the wor4 [VificrsJ is retained by the 
Engliib tranflator^ becaufe it was not changed b]f the 
Italian. < Doubtkft it had been aa eafy to. .fey [The 
Seven Chief Spirits, Angels, Ghancellor^i or Mini^ 
'iters above], a3 [The Seven Yifiersjj but fincctbc 
Italian copy has. not .altered the word {^VifjeisJ; *t^ 



EngfilhtraofisitQr. thought fit to let it ftatid ( and he 
conceives it U {roper^ encnftgh kl 4)òth trerfiòns» ^be« 
caufe^ie better expreffèis-the ihotiglit of theTurlafh 
dttthorthatt sny^ltaliainor Cngiiih'vtrdrd'Cafi do, be-» 
ing a tide o£.\digmiy -peculiar fói che Ottoman em- 
pire, wheto ^the ctedulons people* are made to be- 
lieve'that! their monarcày, vfìàì aH its officer:^ of 
ftatey is exa<àly.modeHed according to thie pattern 
of the celeftiai court d^à kingdom v therefore it ap* 
pears very natural in ia Ihirk to eali the minifters of 
Heaven by tlie title of vifiers, 'bcg^erbeg$i baffas, or 
whatfoever other appellatives are ufed by them to 
erprefb the dignity, of th^ir graAdees on earth ; and 
who would go to fpoil his fenfe for the fake of a 
worci ^ .:...• 

Befides, not .to ^let this pa^ge fall without due 
remarks, is it not common incoiar bible to call God 
{Tiord'^f'Lcvds}? And how ean this be otherwife 
expr^ed in Arabie, bur by thq^tle which is apfMro- 
priated to the principal? governors of pvoviaces, whoòi 
kk then language they callbeglerbegs ? It iseqiially 
vfual in fcripture to ftyle God [i^ing of Kings}, a 
title frequently, afftmied by die* eailera monatcbs: 
Nijy, in our common difcourfe here in England, it 
istcuftoxnary to give to God the title of [l%e SLing 
o£ Heaven] $ and why may we not as .well giv^ to 
the archangels and angers, Sccr^.the* titles wHcK are 
ordiiianl^. applied tothe.'prixuiesaadiioblcCiOn^easthi 
£ut, however^ if thisw^l mt appear viewable inà^ 
.Chriftnm,^yet.no man (^a,w4i^de!r'at^die-^^ wh^n 
he hears him ufe his native; diale£t fpeaking of the 
potentates a^^^^pd^if jthis be igrasitjni^XJiope^ie^ 



e Ti 3 

thcr the Italian will be blamed for prefemng the pe- 
culiar phrafe of ah caftem author, nor tlic EtigliQi 
tranflator be accufcd iof following fo polite a pat- 
tern. 

This inftance had not been preffcd fo far, but in 
hope&that what is already faid may ferve as a plea 
for fevcral other examples of like nature m this vo- 
lume, where it is impoffible for any European to cx- 
prefs the full meaning of an Oriental author without 
referving fome words of his very language ; and in 
this the Italian tranflator is chiefly vindicated, from 
whofe copy the Englifli in fuch cafes had no reafon 
to fwerve ; and thus much may fuffice to anfwcr all 
objeélions about the ftyle. 

As to the matter itfelf, it appears full of inftruc- 
tion, in hiftorical, moral, and political affairs. Nor 
need any man wonder if he encounter fome paflages 
which may be found in other writers, both Gentile 
and Chriftian, fince the author of thefe letters pro- 
fefles that he has taken much pains to perufe the 
treatifcs of the ancients, both whilft he ftudied in 
the academies, and during his rcfidence at Paris ; he 
often frequented the libraries in that city, whereof 
there is no fcarcity : He fpent a great deal of time 
in reading modem as well as ancient authors, by 
which means he not only improved hiè knowledge 
in the xmiverfal hiftory of former times, but grew 
JFamiliar With the moft remarkable occturrences in 
Europe during thefe later centuries ; fo that in fome 
of hts letters onfe would fwear he had read Sabellius, 
Petrus Juftiftianus, Philip de Comlnes, and other 
European writers ^ for he feen» to come rer; near 



ihtnk in rekuing fome particuUr ftorìes : And it may 
be fuppofed that he took this advantage to oblige the 
Turkifli grandees to whom he wrote^ by inferting in 
his Letters fuch paflages as they were wholly (tran- 
gers to. 

There need no more be faid, but that you may 
exptSt another volume of Letters very fpeedily. 
Farewell. 
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LETTER L— Mammut th^ ylrabian^ and Indefatigabk 
Slave to the Grand Si^nior, to MAHOMir^ tie Mojt II- 
luftrious Vtfter A%emy at the Porte. 

1 coNGKATUL^ATE thy afcciit Xo that top of honour) 
the firft dignity in the coipirc evcrViftorioiw. It is thy 
turn to be now exalted in the orb of fortune : Let not 
this high ftation make thee forget, that the wheel is al- 
ways in motion» but coniider, that iince the advance thou 
haft made- wa» not but by the fall of thy predecefibri 
thou haft tiie leis rieafon to think thy own ftate fecure. 

I am no fbrtime-teller, nor would I be fo rode as to 
prognofticate iUluck to my ft^periors ; but men in cmi- 
ncnt dfgmty have need of a monitor ; and it is recorded 
of a great mcmaichy that he commanded one of his pages 
every morning to Rilute faim, when he firft awaked, with 
thefe words, << Remember, .0 king, that thou art « 
mortal*^" .. 

Let this example, fupreme miniftcr, plead my excufc., 
Foh IF. K 
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and tacUne thee to pardon the fttci&m. yrbidb M^hnmt 
tsikesy who, by this, thou ieeft is no flatterer. ' ^ 
. Certaiflly sdl fuUttnary things ehb aiid.«&>w; like the 
yfnten ;. and, though men may fomettmea . enjoy a ff^nip*. 
HÌ€ of fdicity, .yet fate has bidden fluices w^iiqhy mz 
«noment» fbaU convey the mi^y torrent t^ fonae other 
chanivel* 

I myjjfiif "have in fome meafiire experienced thisy who . 
am but a puny in comparlfon with thee: Yet defliiiy 
and chance are allotted to the little aa well as to>. Jthe- 
great. The worm encounters as ibany crofs ^Ontingear 
cies in her humble reptile ftate» as does the tow^ri^ 
eagle in all her lofty Sights and ranges through the wide* 
ftretchedair. • 

In my infancy, I was fsatched from the cradles and 
from the arm» of tny moiirnful mothet ; mournful on^twd 
accounts, the death of a huiband, and the neceffity of 
parting with her child : Yet this eady CeparaUion tutiicd 
to my advantage and her comfort» The fei^el afr m j 
^aed fortune invited her to fÌE»iake Jbtx fioHcudcs, Jind 
§gikm me to the imperiai city, whone ike excianged iier 
laelaneholy widowhtxxi for the fociety. asdiove of a mcr» 
ryGredL; wUft false had another game ^to j^i^ .widi 
met it being" the wSlof Heaiea» that from i^tfae dd^hta 
pf the foragUo* and tfae honour of femi^ the' gKateft 
fovereigx) m the world, I fhould fall into a cruel caft»- 
vtty» aod be cottpeBed tgaominknfly tot drudgr ffor a 
harbacous ididcL Aifter^korda, I gained ihy 'likeirt]!)^ and 
applied myfelf to ftody in the acaéemtes. I wffl not 
hozit of d» proficieiicy I made i bat, at my return to 
Conftantinople, thoa knoweft my fupenora thought mtc 
capable of daing the Porte fervice in thin i^ace Thai 
providence fports with mortals, and» by an uaaccount^ 
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abte^dbus of d!fei]flmei ka<28 them tktoi%knhr mases' of 
this Hfc. ' 

' Jrb»J9 I have^lfchtti^cd my ttuft here» I- 4aitr à|>|leal 
t» «^ yift c&A pleafe nane* Every msm trill he wf 
judge to give ^Tentitf nee «gaSnft me^ Jlnd fom)!, I b^e^é^ 
VrùM. "W^n^y be my exccuticaers/ whidi^ at' cernili 
times» carries me into fo deep a melancholy» that. I «vèr 
jótìi with mf€ntkdt»9 md oondemn myfelf, dtoagk I 
know nò» for whit, -^urely^ fay I» fo maay peifpicaei^ 
Ò08 men camiot be aU In the wrong» iand i only in the 
ifght i they-Jifiift oeedb fee Ibme' faidts in' me, whitb { 
etsnttoic difeeHi in myleif i dobbtkfs I am jpartiah, ahd* never 
diaaiged 'the order of ffop^s tv^et. ' Then I reAe€t oh 
thefc thoughts as the mere produci of melancholy ; for> 
after rltic ftriddb eiuuninartlotf of my condivfl» I iind my- 
lelf innocent of tbofe things whereof i am accufed. Yet^ 
whiM I am jidlifying my integrity towards my great 
iiMifter»my fadaeft retuma again» and tells qne^ that, without 
doubt» libare fonte ways ofBended God and his Prophet; 
«rfao» £ar that neaibiv (oScr the envious to perfeofte rae^ 
and drave i^mto ^^anorc intimale aad'^uniliar oonverfe 
with myfelf» ithat fo» by making a frequent fcrutiny after 
l3i£*caii^:of>my loolvrani mufortnnes» I nury difcover the 
. fftctret'icrimestwbith I may have committed agaisft Hea»* 
^ ^en» .a||d «hi^ilie hid under my inadviertance and obE- 



.^ {Fheir;! ad» fiHed w&h a thoufaad Icroples about. my 
telling lk8»iwd' taking; falfs. oaths» though I am difpeafcd 
iafeh>fi3a aS thfife ioMncsalkies by «he foaerdgti arbiter of 
theJaar^.' lo.za arord»> I koow not * femetiaaei what to 
tkinkii.aod:v(«feit^«ot,thal myigcncy in theiie parte 
sieeiis with fame fucccfs» 1 &ould ofuli coochide» that I 
either li^^iinder fo9)e i^ivrfeof .Gad qx ahanaa^of laent thai 
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either heaven or hell have a peculiar hand in affliéSng 
me. 

. But all this niaybe only the fiune^ of my own dff- 
tiCitipei^ed fylcjtn ( and the spdulgent J^dgc of. men maf 
paf* a milder feqceocc on me, than either I do myfelf, 'Or 
my fellf) ^-mortals» He is tranfcendentl^ henign and 
mereifoU 9nd our fins -of frailty appear in his eyes but as 
fmaU atoms in the xz,y$ of a morning fun, which, though 
they be Ànaumerabley^yet tlie leaii breath of w^d Uows 
ihem all out of fight. . 

:. By what I have faid it is apparent, that I have re- 
gard both to thee a<id myfelf ; to thee» as^tl^ faprexpe 
«Ufpofer of life a^d death imder the G^and Sjg^ior ;. to 
myfelfy as one culled out for a yidlim by the malicious, 
and lying at the feet of thy noble nature, beggings thy 
protedlioQ. My enemies are indu0rioas,to ruin me, and 
ky hold ^on all opportunities U> accomplish it, : The -fea» 
tence wliiqh they could ^lot procure from thy predeccf- 
for, they may hope to draw from thee by their falfe in- 
formations. This makes me ufe pciecaution in my own 
defence^ hoping to foreftal their malice by this hpmUc 
addrefs. 

Imitate thou the divine nature, and h^. .not fcvere^ jn 
remarking the peccadillos and finali delinquencies of thy 
flaye. If I tum.infidel or traitor, I cxave no favouf* 

That Si^remely Merciful apd Gracious, the Firfl; and 
the Laft of the Wcyrld, and Lord of Paradifc, heap on thee 
as many, bleffings every day^ as would employ my fwift- 
. /eil.wiihes a thoufand years, and grant that thou .mayeft 
find admittance into the place full, of rii^efs, whofie fyixmgs 
take l;heurTÌfe &om. the bottom of the rock of etemityA 

Paris, 17th of the ad Moon» of the Year 1^49, ' ' 

' >* . AoctK^^ to.^C'Chiifiian itile',. 
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II. — 7i the Kaimacham. 

' 1 HE Rubles of this kingdofn, which a 'whfle ago (ectn* 
ed to l>e coinpofcd, are bow again broke óot afi^lh» Tht 
private grodges of fomé, and the ambition xA other» <if 
the nobihVyy'have once more pat all in arm»; This «tty 
K blocked up the Prince of Conde*^ arihy, -who ha9 not 
been long retorned from Flanders. The King^ the 
Queen, with Cardinal Mazarini, and the whole 'coort, 
are at St. Germain enXay, whither they ^ent by nights 
This* abrupt departare gpiTe'^re(h ccmrage to the fediti- 
onSy and at the &me time fnrmffied them' wfth new mat- 
ter of* aecofation againft Oardidal Mazarini, who, they 
fiiy, has 'ftolc away their fovereigo from theox. llie par- 
'Hsbnènt have dedlured him an enemy to the govemmeiit ; 
they are levying foldiers as faft as they can, and provi- 
fions arc lani^y as if they were to fn^bain a long fiegé. 
BetéM: princes and grandees are conic over to the citi- 
«eixsy^ having defefted thè court, among whom is tiie 
'Prince of Contf, brother to the Prince of Conde: Yet 
the^Ririiians are diftroftful of him, and have confined his 
fifter as a hoilage for his fidelity, not knowing that his 
defertk>n is real, b^fag oecafioned' by fome quarrel be- 
• tween him and his elder brother. 

It IS faid, thtt Cardinal Mazarirti has taken a . refolu- 
tfon to depart the kingdom, tliat fo he may avoid the 
tempefl'that threatens him from all hands. 

The queen has fent orders to the colonels that ferve 
under Marefchal Turcnne in Germany, commanding 
them to abandon that general, i^ho, they fay, has de- 
clared for the parliament, and fent to offer them hi;) 
fervice. 

On the other fide, the citizens endeavour to ftrengthen 
their party, by fending to all the parliaments of France». 

A3 



ìk) ^eùpt their conjonAion in <?fpoiifing the q€iài*fcl af thte 
•f Paris. " ' ■ •. tv. 

^ The company which the borghcr» ùf thw dty ìta^t 
fUkikà; we«r this métto ih their tnfignsv W'E S£i% 
•OUR KING. 

tin the ihean whilcy the Archdtike of-Auftm ketps 
se&r'the* fWintiert of this kingdom» with an army of 
iifpctsiy thoufand men, and fends' feequei^t' propofab ti 
tbfi parliamtnty si jorder to a peaces * • . 
. Wlàlft I was writcDg the laft words» ocRt'Watf Srm^bt 
4Bie, that Eliachim the Jew is ftized»' andMckpped io pil» 
-toa at Sfe. Dmys^ which place is m the «king's* hands. 
I'Cannot kam the reafon of his confinement, hot am npL 
•to fufpeél it is on the foore of his late appearing among ' 
;the rabble of Parise whereof I gare an accoitafria at letter 
■io tbe Aga «f the Janiaaim. . 

/ Theiarpriie lamia at:tài»iiii&rtimats:àccUsBt»p«ti 
one upon a thou&nd thoughts. I know* nat what cinsfe 
-tu take for my >owa fafcty» If Efiachim^s papcfs fliòold 
jbe fearehcdt Mafamutlnvil be tlil:aiered;.aail then» if 
.1 tarry in the city, I cannot dìcàpe afvifikn^ fia-rthang^ 
at thift junéiure, one would think this place a faffidcttt 
prbteéiion from the court ; yet the hatred they bear to 
the tiliic bclTCvcrsi; and- the drfcoycry of (b importùrt a 
commiiSoB as mine, would fuperiede their inteiline animo- 
iitie» ; I ihould infalh*bly be either delivered up to the 
tourt, or fe»t ta th^ Bailik. If X go out of the city, 
iHy 'danger is yet greater, att the paffes -of the country 
being ;nafVowly wat<?hed, and droiBgly guarded by the 
lùtìg^s fbUiièrs. This niadc 4ne^ at fiHb, rcfc^vc to defer 
«he^^^otidofiMi ol thw'kttcc to another timc^ wl^iUl^ I 
^ovtdéd for my <p\rn &fcty, a» thii^ing it impoffible to 
«onveyt^&y ^intelligascrrolit of Eranceundifcovered}. but 
4MÌiig iofeaonad'C^aJcmiri^^ii^Mas joft going firom the 
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pffUimtoi ta the ArcUoke of Au^i^ ami kmag Idi i 
(hould never have the pri^lcge of pen, ink and paper p* 
gm, I have raviflicd a lew moments feom that lagxle 
time I ha:«e left to fhift hr snyfdf» that fo I «ight giva 
thee notice of this* accident. 

I have nritteii alfo to Nathan Ben Saddi ait Vicana» 
to prevent any dtfpalefaes firooi him tffl ferthcr orders 
Both thefe ktteu I venture in the hands of a iaitfalvl 
meioiger» who has called them to he iewed 19 in the 
aeoa oc hvihoe^ to prevent dncavery* He travels 4in* 
ate ne pnatjeOKm of the coanct* 

Ihavc not a minule lefeta ixf mose» thm that i am 
at tÌMB iiriftant -parting £nm nay bdgngy my boola and 
other things being packed Up, and porters ready to car* 
ly dion away. . If I get ùSc oat of the hbufe, I mnft 
change my habit and name, and fo lay the foundation of 
umw caBOodfliast» tffi the MWe of this adventure (hall 
dired ae what to do* 

Adieai» flhifttious Kainiacham, and exped to hear 
momis tuf next» oi' kt my flence ciMivince thae* that 
Ibbmut k no boyg at U^wty* 

PitUy %éùk #f tbt ad Moon, of the fear 1^49* 



in. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jev) at Vienna. 

If thotx haft any difpatches coming for me, aad.it be 
yet;m thy power to flop them, uk wiags in. doing it^ 
for I kar vre are dtilpovei^d in th» pkce. Thy brother 
Ehachim k arreflred by. the kiag^a orders, Wlmt k. ki4 
to hk «harge' I know not for certa» ;. neither k it ne^eC- 
kry for thee to be kfomed ml Miat point ^. bili if hk 
confinement be ovnng to fomeknrkea he hasktdy done 
me, vre are^aU loft. Hk ^apen will hakaichedik yioìtà^ 
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•^uu&'O^ neceffity liùptray our fecrets, aàid- then we hate 
. sotidag to c^ped but thefcTcrdtexecutifiii of tiic ChnY- 
tkas fwey -and rieTenge. L am in no fmall ceaftt£bn at tHs 
accrdisnty havftig fearce time to provide for my concezd- 
menc. Send no tnore to Paris» till thou receivdb fardiex 
addice. We are all in arms, tbia city being blocked up 
by the queen's troop» ; fo that I know not weH which 
URay to (hift for myfelf» and efcape a thonfand fcrutiniesy 
which they wifi everywhere • inake into the affim of a 
l^ninger. Bat that fate which overrules human xonltt- 
gencies, wiU^ I hope» refcoe me out of this danger» io 
which I commend both thee and me» bidding thee £nr- 
well» as if I were never to write to thee again ;iór{o the 
ifiue may prove. 

" Paris,* 26th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1649.* 



IV. — To Adcnai, a JtiVf at Venice, 

1 HAVE foiftething more rcfpite now, than ^heii' I wrote 
btfl to thy brother Nathan at Vienna, to inform him of 
EHachim's being made a prifoner. I was in a greater 
hurry at that time than the ninth fphere. AH my md- 
tfons were fwift. I went backward and forward Bke tht 
planets, but had no leifure to ftand flill, as they <!^ 
fomtómefi t In a word, 1 have lun ever the whole za- 
èiac of policyj- to feek for a new houfe, that wherein \ 
Iddgèd being Kke to prove too hot for me. At length 
I have found one, wherein I hope to meet with no mak'- 
f olent' afj^éts, bi:t t<^ remiain» as before, in a friendly 
tònjilfiéì'km with the Yhoon, behind whdfe fplendo^ns I 
*iay1ie*CoVére'd from the incjiiifitfoni^ of peering mòrtalp. 
To fpeak more inteH^gibl)", 1 «m, for the prefent, re. 
liiotrtd to i>ther: losings in^h*^ city, the better to (liel- 
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ter myfelf from the &arm wfaldi feems to haag Ofcr mj 
k«ad finCe Etìadóm wais feized* Ydtcrdbtj I wrote to 
ÙX Kaooacbaav, and to Nalkan Ben Saédi» to give^tiiCBi 
sn accovBt of tlik acddent. This goes akmg «kh the 
fione meffieager ; for I duxft not confide m fehe pOfU do- 
ring' the prefent difordera of thi» àungdom. 

I received a letter from thee, wherein thou in&rmtlt 
me of an attempt that has been lately made to rob the 
treafury of Venice, which, according to thy de£c^- 
tipo, is rery rich and magnificent, no( to be matched in 
Europe. Perhaps, if thou hafk feen the wealth that is 
preferfed in the church of St. Deny«, a city not hx 
from Paris, thou wouldeft be of another mind ; but nei* 
thcr of us can make proper comparifons, having not feen 
both places. The French extol the latter, and fiay it 
for exceeds that of Venice ; but they may {peak parti- 
ally, it being the humour of 2SÌ people to magnify thr 
grandeur of their own natron, and the.Freojch come na 
ihort of the reft of the world in valn-glory. However it 
be, it waff a vaft attempt, and full of infinite difficulties 
and' potila» to rob the vaults of a church in the heart of 
that great and populous city, where all the n'ches of the 
feigniory were repofited. It is an aigument of the greaft- 
nefs of their /aids, who duiH undertake fo bltsardous an 
enterprife.^ 

But this is not the firft time the Venetians have beeiii 
in danger to lofe that prodigious mafs of wealth. A 
poor Grecian once fo|iod a -way, through marble barsL- 
cadoes under graund» to en^er ihofe golden celis^ from 
whence he carried away to the value of tvueoty hundred 
thoniimd zechins in Jewels. But making ono of hi«. 
countrymen ac<|uaùnted with it, the viSaia betrayed him. . 
to the doge, who oaufed him to be hange4- 
That commonwealth has betrn aU alpng voy haj^y itk 
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•^4Mr^:ia£c|fat9|i Bad .othet mifoliicfr. intc^aded a^punift 
beh I know jiAt «bether tbmi lu&lMard of the bmm» 
49Q9%iii-9cyr jof 'TicfM^i ; «bo» sot contfait. «kh tbe Ufe 
^apd.<ft^e- qC a priYftC«igeiitlcnvu>r fougbt to c^«r hi^- 
i«lf fevi:rfJ0i^ of Vmce, ;. »nd. to this end; infiomi^d^^o 
.the »Se((^afl9 of.«aait^:tbPufand» of the dliz^tftfidioin 
)ie ke^ ia co^flaRt peniioo for above nine yeairs togetber, 
under the potipa, of afiiftidg him to revei^e certain ip* 
jiuks he bad received £fom »,- Roinao gentloiian* They 
were all to coo with, their ajnEQs.iotojtbe ftreets when they 
fliould hear . the nar^e Tiepob utl^rcijsjoud» and often 
j?q)e^t€d.. 

.But wheA the dajr wa^ come» jphereoo he v^ to put 
his defigns in execution» and th^ alarm was givei^ in the 
ftteetSy an old. wQipcian made fneh baile to loo&oRKat 
her chamber windaw». tp fee wha(, was the occafion of 
ihe tamuk» that ftie threni^ down, an earthen vefleU 9^b 
falling dired^y; ^on the hea4 ojT TieppU» luUed bmi». agd 
Jfo jput an end to the ^ehelKon* F<v whi^bbapgy a«ei- 
dent» the Cenate fettled a yearly peniion of a thoujbad 
zechins on the old woman d^dng her life» and the ftm^ 
p be paid to her heirs and pq^erity for cTcr. . . 

.Send mc no di%atch^s, till thou hail received another 
. Letter from ine^ which will dired thee what to do. 

, Puis, zph olthe ad Mboa^ of the Year ^64^ 



^f^,^•^T^ M'AHVMMEO) i^^^^]^/a, Zkrvift^ Enmttèy Iiòa^ 
ikmit^the Frephific Cave In Arabia the Happf. 

"^X Hj^ }^ran]^$^.wJiiiO,.af;e more ready t9. &nd &)dt^ ia 
othw» than. Xk^.^^xÀ^^^x owgo» ..cjsnfnre the muffulnaana 
for extending . their., .cjiarity. to beaib» birds» a^d fifiiea. 
Tbey lau|;h at^tbe^aW >f(:e be&Qw to. £ee4 do|p|. cat;^ «ad 



vika» iMag mcadireK «^ »diade the «ei«Qm«&)rf Aldi 
«»go istA Che mftrjceu, »id buy «ht Mrdtthni are tbdrc 
|«Jé«x)ttpitrpoirto.Teftorethcm to thdr dttm Mb«fCf« 
-Thef IsKf^ it it a ibSaknt àexmfAtMXmu of piityv txyve- 
lieve^e necefikies of men ; and that it ÌKt«t a fiuMifr 
ivp^pocrify» to fiiowkindficffttotliebnites^ who, in tbcir 
«j^tftioiH iiove ocfther £ottk ttor itafethandeoofepctit^ 
ly areioleafiblexsf our good officM towtird th«m* - 

Tbefìs anethe diarget ^ of Wtàem raSlerf, Ac 610& 
of theobdonae» witii whioh -tli€f load the geneMiB Ot> 
e^tek» tho heaita • tmnsfiacod- with ueiverfid love. What 
vould they fay, if they had heard of thy heroic piety, who 
not only af^dcft'prote^on^ and rdief to tkofe creatinct 
whereof we have no need, hut even ahftaincft ùem the 
Abfit éf all animals, though the' Prcphet himfidf haf in#> 
dulged ds the life of: Ionie for o«nr ncce&ry food, and 
wvtkotti which niany ^lead, tliat we cannot foftais Hfe i 
Oh.! «xcelkiit man, homf fm the refroef and %ht of 
the agQ how is thefoal tof otir great lawgiver exhierat* 
ed, when he heholda thy innocent and unhlcmifhed life Ì 
7%e treitfary of Heaven k enriched with thy good workt^ 
èie fertile han^eft of finaes, the firft fruit» 5>f the parity 
of ihy natore ! From thy firft defoént hito that holy 
cave, the angels, who regifter thè v^hk of men,' never 
heard thee utter a. fyliable> ^t could be «repreheoded4 
Thy thoughts ravifh the heart of God hhnfelf with joy*. 
The univerial fj^rit fuÙ of eyes, watcher of the univerfe^. 
. would faU adeep, were it not. roufed jby the IbelSig vSira^ 
tioas of thy fHaWmT ibulir Thy oontempUiidoaa an( them^ 
fer the college of thofe nAto were affiftaat ia fbnmng of 
al things. Were ft not &r ùtìk ar theé, the atagel df 
the"Mk motfoit vrould ceafe td' whht the g|Ìòhetf of llj^ 
tbfottgh' the Heavens : The oAs above would * grow 
rofty^ atid alMihe wii«ds and ffti^ ^t Natur^iÉiMildi 



fiand ftffl. Oh eleaiika, before who& puijfied cflenct 
Jthc faa: himielf .appears full oi )>Jf«iiic» i Httmaatwit 
cannot and thy equal on csurth ; thou- art the impsdk on 
thefeal of tb£ prophets» the ibttl <tf tJK foul of M^ 
hornet» / * - 

Id thua ed&bcatiog.thy Jb^h perfeeboss, if I hate 
xificinded thy modefty» thou hafl.the goodnefe taa&iibe 
it to the excofs of niy affediio»» which carnet me beyond 
human reg;tfd». I would fain be an. imziator of thy in» 
corrupt fa'fe ; for let .the Chziftiana&y what they pkafe^ 
I wiU c^iEer efteem abftinence a divine i nrtue« I faa«« 
coiifulted.the fages of oU».: that I might kam what was 
ihfirpradice of former ■ times, •'wlulft huanaft nature tns 
yet in its iafancy, before the nuimDera> of men vere de^ 
haitched. I have pitffucd the Meù, writinga of the am 
sicsit»» the reco»d0 of truth» and void of &l^ ; and 
beUtwtog that ftich memans .vSl nqt he ^umDelcome co 
•lbee,.Ipfefumeitoiay them at thy.. feet, as a mai4t of 
that, profound venerafeios I owe to.tbe tenant of the darf 
KngofGod* . V I 

Thcfe hiftoijans %» that the firft lohabitaati of éut 
earth» for above two thoufand yeara» lived akoge^r On 
the vegetable pr^duéU» cFf which they offered Jthe firft» 
fruiti to God».ic beiog r<lleemed an inexpiaUe wkkedae£i 
%Q (bed thc.bli>odiof> atiy animaU though it wese in fam* 
^e, much more to«at oC their flefh. To this eod^ they 
Ddate the firft fla«ghter of a bull to have beea made at 
Athens on tbis^^ccafion» The prie& of the town» who£s 
name was Dioffios» as he was making the accuilomed 
Dbktba of frutta OR aa altar in the openieid (far as 
^ret they bad no tcn^ple»)* ^ ^^ ^^^^ running from the 
herd ^h}<»rj^ was gfa^g.^h^v)^» and ate of the confer 
lymted hetiiiige. < . Upon whkb Diomus the prieft» moved 
Iititi»i^z44l'iilt theregutcajfiuarfl^ei and tiMamg a fwoei 
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£»)m oAe of th<^- that viwe pi^cnt, kflled the b^ 

Bnt-whei» kis paftgRi wa^-over, and he conMetied what a 

hdiMu»' crime «he had ccAnautted» feamg alfo the rage 

of die people» ha perfaadtd tbeno^ that a god had ffppéar* 

ed to him» and commanded him to offer that bull m fa- 

orifice^ by bonf^. his fle& with are on the akar, as a» 

atonement lor «his^ devoann^ the coafecirated frmts. The 

devout miiltttiide acqmefced to the words of them prfeil^ 

as to. an oraode ; and ^e bull being fkyed, -and ffré 

latid oa the ahar» they aU affifted at- the^ new iaei^fice ; 

£nom whid^.tiiiiey ^the cuftom ^as yearly obfefved atmong 

the Athenians» to iacrlfiee a. bui) ; and by them this 

Btethod Jo£ rdif ioos • cruelty' tras^ taught, not only to aH 

Greece»' but rto the reft «f the World, In procefs .of time-, 

» certain- prieftfin the midft of his bloody facrificey taking 

op>a piece of the brmlèd iQdh» which hsei fallen from the 

akarontfaegrocmd» anid biminig his fl6g)Brs theretvith; 

Cdddeaiy clawed' them to his mouth to mitigate the 

pain. But «rheo he had once tafted the iweetn^fs of thè 

fat, not only longed for more of it, but gate a piecfe to 

his affiib»^» and he to others» whaaU pleafed with the 

new §000^ daiotiei» fell to^ eating of ilefh greedily ; and 

hence «his '^cies of gluttony was taught to other mori 

ids. :Neither is it material» whs^ the Hebrew "dolori 

ob^edagmnft thefe teilimonies^ When they in trod bee tht 

iom oFAdam facriJiciiig Hiving oreaftttrcB^ in the jnfaney^ of 

the wosid ; £aee thou knoweft m^iy efto^s are inferred 

talhe written law, firom* whence they take this ftdry. H 

ThCy fay alfo» that the fii^ goat-tbafe fieli by^the hands 

e£ me»» wad k^d ia tensnge fop IJieinjitries it hftd done 

^tt owàep of :& vintyardy in^brdwitfig ofn^ hiri vines ; fuelt 

an ionpkms deedrhalmfg neter been heàrd ofbefore. «^ 

. 33us. is. ccrta&i» that the Egyptimis» the wi^ «i»d moft 
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jrft inhàbitaiite of the earth a tfsdkiooi fofÌMildtpg i 
to kili ft&y lÌTÙ)g.cTC9liiire ; to' give ^ goeater fioice ti^ 
thk piimitm iafw of lature^ they fanned ilheimaget^ of 
^ their gods in the fimilitude of bttaftt ; that fo the vulgaf» 
vfinid&'WkHxeyeveitccat the faoredfjui^olty mtghc leafti 
to abdain from killingy or. fp much as httxttAg'the dttmk 
amiBaljs ; under whcde forma they reppefe&ted what&erer 
aztKtfig them fwa« e&Dcmed adorable. 

Yet, leil any in hn lifetime ihould by acctdeot^ dr. 

otheKW^fe> hawe tnm%refr6d the law of ad>ftineocey they 

iifed a kiod olexpiatioo for the deadf after thk manner ;. 

The priefb took the bowels out of the bdiiy of the dc<- 

. eeafed, and putting them in an eaithen veiei» dtey hehL 

k towairdft the fun» and calling whneifea, they made ike 

. fdilowmg fpeech in behalf of the dead : ^ O timi fun», 

4w|iofe empira is aniverfaly arid all ye other powers ^who 

■ give life to men, receiip;: me into the foetety.of die inw 

mortal gods ; for .fo long as I lived in this world» I re* 

.-Hgiouily perfevered in the worilup of thofe deities^ 

-which were made known to me by my anceftors. I 

.always honoured my p»rciit8| who begat my body» 1 

neneer killed any man or beafl^ nor. }m9c beea guRty of 

any black crime. Bat if whillt I livedo I have tveil^aiRsd 

,ÌB tafbing ^ny of thole things- which are forbidden^ it 

wsts not my fua, bat the &uk.of thefe entrails^ which a#e 

here Separated from the reii of my boKÌy/' And hivtng^ 

(aid this, they caftthe veilel into the river ot^ the banks 

of which the ceremony was perfbonedy embakung the 

j^ of tfxt body as .pure and &ee from^ iin« 

After the fame numper^ the Periiao mag% or wife 
men» pra£lifi^d ahfiinenoe« And», to impri«i& m their ést^ 
ciples a tendcrnefs and ^ieodfliip towards, thff heafia». 
j^f .caUe4.lJ^Qiig a«|6M'diag to thw dsiefevt Aimièms, 
#UÌ^ tioi%.i]fWw> C|$»wiy e(^«%. h0ml0u ifCi^^9ÈÌ. 
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.tìmr^gànae^^ were panted «11 over with the various 
.figuretf <f < anifnale^ thereky iofiniiftttog the doeirine of 
rthe. &ulf9 traafisugration.; »pd iacukatiag thbinyflcry» 
.ti^t 'th^ j^mt of man eotcrs fucceffively into all foita of 
bodies 4 wfci<;b thou knoveft it noi remote.firam the faith 
.p£.tir4ie.beh'<everK . . 

It. would not be «Bifs» as a tcfthmmy of the. praébce 
of the ancients, to ififert a memorable addrefs which tàe 
.refonBjsd priefts of Crete were wont to make before the 
aliar of Jupiter. ** O divine governor of the hundred 
citks^.we have led a hcdy hfe» firom the time that we 
were imtiated in thy myftcries, and lorfook the oo^umal 
jrkesf and bloody feafts of Bacchus ; we are now purified» 
andcloithe^urfelìTes in wl^ke vcftments» the emblems of 
.our iimooenee : We (huu the fociely of polluted mortals ; 
jaekher approach we to the fepulchres of the dead, nor 
ta&t. of the flefli - of any thing which has beea endued 
with life." 

Such dSo was of old». and to this day is» the abftmence 
of the Indians ; among whom the brachmans perform 
the office of priefthood. Thefe the ancient Grecian» 
ealkd Gymnofophiils» They are all of one cace» neither 
will they admit a ftranger into their otxier. They life 
for the mcfcft part Aear to Ganges» or fome other river», 
jer the lake of thdr frequent puriEcations. Their diet 
confifts of mtlk| eurdled with four herbs* They feed 
aUb mi ^[^)les» nee, and other* fruits of the earth ;. 
.eftcemii^ it the height of impiety to tafte of any thing 
that haa life. They> live in little huts or cottages every 
one by hifiiielf» avoiding company anddiicouarfe; em» 
ployii^ an tiftéir time ia contemplation» and the i^u^v^ 
.cf the temple.. They eileem this Hk but a «lecefi^ 
difpenfatioii of -Natuxe» which thfyVoiaataisly undergo. 
atajfOMC^^ osdeiftly tteft^ jrf^ the d ife l titi oo . ot 
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rifek bodies; and firttily Mieimig, that the foul, bydeatb, 
18 releafed from it$ prìibn, 9Bd launcbes fbfth into im-» 
mmtfe libct-ry and ha|>mfiefo* Therefoi^e they ar^'-ah^ays 
dMCrfuIly diffofed to die, bewailing tbofe tltitatt iHi^ 
and celi^alibg the fuA^rala of the dead with joyfel 
folemnities and triumphs. Among their good Vfùtksf h 
kacconiited an aél of great reputation and virtue, to 
buikl-hofpitals for bealk as well as men : And m etery 
city, there are great' nuntbers of ftich as fperid all thcff 
life, in tending on fick and wounded animals, or fuch as 
hare no fuftenatìcè elfewhcre. ^ And thrs fs no novel 4it« 
ftitution, but delivered down to them by tradition, frdn* 
immemòfablc ages.- 

~ The precepts alfo of Triptolemi!3 and Draco, the moft 
ancient lawgivers of the Athenians, are a teftimony of 
the innocence and fincerrty of the firft age ;► for they: 
eonlpreliended all the ^hole fy^em' of p^ty and vfftiw^ 
hi pra^iftng thefo few nuts : • . : ^ 

«^ Let k be an eternal fanéìion to the Athenians to 

adore the imnaortal gods, to reverencie the departed 

heroes, to celebrate their praifes with fbngs and the firft 

' fruits of the earth, to honour their parents, and nekher 

to kill- man nor beafti'* ' 

I could relate to thee «eamples of abfttnencé m thf^ 
ancient Lacedselnoniàn^r, Spartans, Jews, and almofit all 
iSations of the Eaft ; nor ate there wanting fome tefti- 
monies of it in thefe Weftern parts. This kingdom of 
France, was in old times ittftruftedby a kind of prophet r 
or philofophers^ whoin they called dmids, who took up 
their ufual refidencc under oaks^ Thefe taught the tranf» 
BEiigration of foul8> and therefore prefcribed abftinence 
from fle(h ; and (bowed to men the method of worfhip- 
ping God with Che firft fruits of the earth. From hence 
%hey failed ever into Britaini and planted thentfdtes i^ 
2 
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that ìiladdt prapagatftg. tJ^ fam«. doAriocs» and were 
rerercnccd by the people 9s facred oracks* 
. Bf aU'W^k it k (Jtident, that the tender regard 
wkàcti the^true faitliftil have for the brutes, is no inno* 
tation, or fingukr oaprice of > ft^>efftkion, bat the primi- 
tive praSice of the anciently the univerfal tradition of 
tb£ whfSile csuth. Nay» the Eaftern Chiiftians» for the 
moft party lire an abftcmious Ufe^ fuch aa the Gre danst 
Armeniaas» Georgians» Min^elians, and others that are 
foatteccd.up and down in. divers pairts ^ Afia. Thcfe 
fiEi&(m9g t)ie ezaiQfto and traditions of the apoftles and 
prtooktve fathers cff their chunehes, e^nr tà&e not at aSlf 
or very fparingly, the fleih of beads, birds» and iifiies* 
Batthé Nftzarenès of the Weft» boaft of I know not 
what liberty they have» to eat wtthoat fcmple of aH 
éàags^ hartag the difpenfattoa of the Roman mnhU 
whom, they catt the Vicir of Ood. Hence it is» that 
thefe rdigions libertines are not afraid to gorge thens« 
fillvea^ c^st, itrilh' the Wood of flaughtered beaili» which 
their. own law Ibrbids them to tafte ; and they prop 
tbemfeivea up in thdr impiety» by faying» that the pope 
h«i|>owtrto change the traditions and ordinances of the 
apoftles» and even of Jefus the Meffiah himfelf. Hence 
proceeds. their derifion of thofe who fltow any tcndemefs 
id the brctes:; for they are hardened in their gluttonous 
crachy, and are but one remove from the moil fa vage 
eanmbliU. 

. Bit thou, holy man of God, pity thefe infidels» and 
pray that Mahmàt may be a iincere difciple of thy purity, 

P:ir:-5, r6t1i ct thr 3d Moon, of the Year 164^. 



'• ' Vl.--^TotheKAÌMÌCHAM. ' ''" 

jL am retumtà totny £ftroiar ladg»g ^i^pola* thù' jcséc of 
EU^chim btiog not fo.bad as mj feart* iTferaccafion 
cf hÌ6 confinemeflit were xertata words he fpoke againft 
the procecdiogs of .Cardkal Masannt and the^court^ ia 
compaay of fach as vrtart officious to oblige that imniftcr. 
This was done at St*. Dcfijs^ not &r fnHn Cam ; ^«^lere 
they inimediBicly caufied htm to be take» iato ciiftodf 
by ihe kiogTs gxisids^ who tfomcteied ta dat towi^ It 
has coft hifia ft-coafidcnfaUe filaci of OMincy'to pafdutfeihtt 
liberty» wUeh he now tt^ofs. as.facfiDarau i had other 
thoughts» when I firit heard the news of his being fetsed-^ 
andth&titwas for fbme - fedittam 6xpnsffioo94; for then 
I GàUed; to mind, how. he thad* in&sA ha jmkz by mf 
oed^y during the ^titi)|iakax>f JBarisy aadtsoiifiiQdcd»^ thab 
ibme unlucky aiSGidcDt had} fiow bctraydi him; whkdif 
if itrn^ece fo, wdtiid infaUiyy luring jne toto^ the £nno 
dang«-; This loade nac fo. ibddsniy change aiy**habiit»r 
tioa, and put a flop to the difpatdiea of /tiiia&aUiaitf 
Boitie» ' I thought no cau^n too «rad^ to ipicfaeie the 
affairs of^ity-toosEaiAon indemiied ; aod^ that ik wcfè 
better to o^ad in bèk^ too- ^my, than ^o f«cin«» If 
J ha«e tsdken wxtong loeaftires in thui abfcoading) ttNia 
£or want of fuller inftruétion from my fuperiors. I wifh 
f hey would' honour me with p^srticular rules» in . cafò of 
fueh emergen<2ies ; then I ihould fteer my coiarfe» with* 
out running theiiazatd of rocks and lands* I hare often 
defired to know» whether H I were difippTeredy i fiioald 
own myfeif an s^dat £òr the Grand Signior. But none 
of the miaiftert have vouchfafed to direé^ me in this 
point f wbcMiby I may commit an irr eparal)l& miftake if 
^eh a thing émM happen. 
' Adonai the Jew informs me of an attempt lately made 
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to rob the treafury of Veaket which aecording to hit 
defcription is very rich «od magnificent. He fays, there 
ace tnodve^ tuampi^oi ptstc gcddy aitd^ aon eqoad number <^ 
lireaflpktes of the fame. xMtadi^i'et'wkh sB £ort« of pre» 
étoL^ ileiids. of beftimabk^tdae 1 sm )mndred veSkh of 
i^ttt ; titt«cfcore fctntfoea &n thft adtar» alhof piregoid^ 
cnrnrhcd vrkh diamoads, iapflurcSf cmetalds» and otlur 
ftones (^ price* ' There it ai& «n uaicocn'ii.hatii, above 
^kmpawchàk oE iatm^. There a» ifi^mteeo vnpoliflicd 
pcarl^atisgeaa^aiiiiaA'r'fiftA Tl^ educai cj^ is «ahcé 
at trJmtidxsd ^c»i£nd seedmia^ wkh inaay4>ther ntdtk^ 
9màb coSàf ^mamttits, «o«/t8dipiu4o:be islinrted in a 
letter. 

Certainly fo much wealth vms sever deftined to fall 
9)to tbehafldt'oC Utile prtvtite thieves ^ tt is a booty fit 
fbr kiag9 aiid great genenils, the licenced baaditti o£the 
eàith. So many gHttering jeveels would tempt the 
hcNMfly of ma a»gdy aid he would be ^ad lo adorn the 
apaitmeipfes of hiiiieaven» wkh thcfe rasltaot drop» of the 
xnn woien/be itetioa eaitsu ' 

\:1 iwi ie . amt wirit fcmg pnotfey drelattooa o£ theboUnds 
^jiabbeasy but . none, that ever lOMOched the bravery of 
Ibis cBicyprife $ which wa» no le£i than te sob. one of 
^eimoft patent ftatea in. the waàd of her chie&ft Utft- 

Oble wantfid not fbr impudence, who^ when the £mw 
pemr Claudes V» was removìng his courts, aikd. idi tbi; 
officers were bufy in packing up the.good», entered the 
cbaiaber where the effipercH* wasi smAf bftring made his 
obdfaace feU.iioiiMjtdlf topulUag^pw» the.»ch hi^è)gy 
ofiUflìiet. which bythe hdliK^f.litavci^nfcderaUs hflicai> 
ried away» yrixk abundances «( plfitei; jpo i»«dy^£^r: fu£- 
petìing biit that lie was one of the .emper^s krynnts, 
ilàl the pcrfoa came wbofe of&ae: k il. . was: to. . jniApve 
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thoiC'goodB) and then the otlvér was known to be a 
thiell 

. £ hav&lieafd of a Spaniftrd» who on a g^^ feiiiral, 
when the pfieiU hod finished the fervice of the «dtar, and 
were retired to thetr lodglagSy went very boklly and took 
tlie golden vefTels cyff the- altar, and carried them away 
under his-cloak, a3>thongh he had been the ileward of 
that churdi, no body fufpc^img any other. 

I kt&^ the hem ei thy vtfif ìilaftriouB Kaimacham, and 
frxYf that thou maycR moaopoiize the choiceft bleOings 
of Heaten, and have thy Ikare of the rkhes of the éardi^ 
.wtthont. danger of.lofing them to great or finali' tldevès» 

Paris, i6th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1649. 



" Vll. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jettf^ at Punna,, 

JiNpw tkonmayed «ontmae Uiy difpatchés as BéfbrÀ 
Our &ars> ar^ t«aiih«iè ; £iiacym k relent, ieind ^ 
things are in falety. Thou haft no itSE^n to tiuc me 
wkk timorou&efs» in io abraptiy for&Utfg my htibk^ 
4Ìon, on the èare foresight of fttr*fetched poffibiStk8> 
when thou fhalt confider, that there is no arming s^anift 
eonling'encies i» th* nwiment they arrive, afld that he 
wIk) trnib^all things ^6 chance, makes a lottery 6f 1m9 
Hfif> wherein, «for one kaf3f>y event, he (hall meet with ten 
wtlucky ones. ^ To what nfc ferves that apprchenfivc fa- 
cnlty whieh Nature has pofted as the corps du guard of 
our lives and foTtoftés^ allowing it the fenfes for fcoiits and 
fentinel^ ? To what end; I fay, fetWthts watchful fa- 
euky,"but to take the alarm at doobtftìl emergencies, to 
ronfc oift Ciutton, that fo we n-iay make provifion, and 
be in a poftufc of defence, sgainft whatfoevcr may hap- 
pen. 
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News came Miat EliacUm was feueed for fedkioot wordi 
againft the government. I was confclòus that both he 
and X had beea guilty of more than bare weeds in tiiat 
kind, therefore what had haf^ned to him» I look upon 
as due to myfdf aUb» «nd that .my confinement vfniM 
(bonfoHowjr if Itooknotifpeedycare to p^erent it by 
fcaipnaUy i^£condmg« This was^.cherrealSGil of my Itid* 
den departure» which cannot juftly be afcribcd to cow* 
ardice, fi^ce it was the effeA of common pnidence* 

Now I am returaed to my oU lod^ng again» where 
the. joy they are in for the hirth of a fon wiU not giv« 
them leifiire to refleft on my afiaira» fo that I am receiy-* 
ed by my boft without the leaft jcakn^fy or fufpicious 
animadverfions. Brimful of mirth and jovial thoughts» 
^ good man comptiments me» aad prodafans his better 
fortune», invites me to fit down with his friends» and par- 
take of the gifts of Ceres and Bacchus, llus» thou 
knowfi^:is*the cttftc^m of the «rbo^ earth «t the birth of 
iQoxtals ; they make merry over one thi^ ia bom to the 
fijun&miferies aa themfelves» who» the- firft moment he 
dm^n the breath of lifi^ is, enrolled iathe regifter of 
deatl^ ntà from tb^ :womb makea fwift and diradi ad^ 
i^ees to the grave. . \ . 

^ ' HoY^ever» I ftt down with the reft» to comply with 
the «^hflara^d humour of my boil, I ate, I drank, and 
ieenpted. merry wdth the company»- yet at the fame time I 
could mot but naufcnite my^eoftfitftiiimenK, and difdam tfa« 
extravagant profufion of fpirit- which -.appeared.» every 
one of this vain aflcmbly* They all (alked eagerly» and 
one man*à >voifds drowned t^iofe of another» whild an uni* 
?er{al laughter confounded (be-feafe ofsA«^ Thsn-I pvaiP» 
<d in myielf the.mode^ and, order obf<^^^4 m pur eaib» 
ern banquets and feafts^ wiivere up pnqopi^T . gio^^^* ^f 
anions efcape the well-natured guefts» no loud ulking or 
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iRiayingitke afles, but every one ftrweft t&' fiipj^f» the 
motions and appearances 9Ì a too lép0»taiPd^tfd'{ndu!geiit 
mirth, and ocmtaiR themfelvt» whkm thè-boutiùà tff a de- 
cant aad civil re&ri«. Sorìi were the feàfh in^dted lyy 
Lycargtts aasong the ancient Laceibem^niafis, where (adit 
as were friends aad acquaiatafice tntet together and )i>- 
foihedthettirdves witfa#ur riot and haastf ; they con<i 
irerfed together iaterch^fegèaWy^ after the tttfnai^ cfp^ 
lo(bph€n or men of the law» di^tti^i% fobeì4y either oi 
natural tfamgs or civil afi^s^ miaing iaoetioi» amd'wftty- 
jeib wiUi their taate feriout talk» without ohmNnir) fdar* 
riihyy or giving any ofifenoe t But thelè wèilera |>ec^ld 
think themfeives not merry till they are drank» nor wittjp 
ualcfs they be rude ; tlMyf>Iay a thou£uid.wanto» tricka^ 
Mke apes f and the greateft ba&on is the beft aootpauiy. 

Where&re, fick to fee men f o mUch degenerate from 
thc»if(^^esy I made my eiuiufes, and retired to' my chaniiS 
her^ where I prefimtly iet pen to ps^cr, to give tbee 'ati' 
a;c»o«nt of my retunv 

' - If thou coatiauell: thy fionaer ndbhitkia 'of ibSow^* 
tfie dt^tes of rcafon'ia^inatters of. réìigkni thou w^ 
qUiekly Imd that thy i^bbisliave Uughtuhoe to b«lie«e< 
in fables which accord neither with i«afi|nt nor commoifi 
fenfe. FoBowthe befi^gujdey andbehi^y* . 

Paris, i6th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1649*. : • * >. 

J i i 1 p BasaBBMBBpsgWipgsga a^Op i .i.in, jssas^^ .'■»..i*4> 

VIII. — To AdoiakU a Jew at Venice. 

X HY pen is now free again ; write as foon and as often 
as thou wild; our fears aire dtfipated» imd all goea well. 
If dìòucarift" irifbrm me ^ any more raxiarkaUe paflager 
and adventux^esy fp^re not to oUigeine with £rafttefit le^ 
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ftert ; and -lo cwcoiiKige thsc, I «rtU relate to ihec a (lary 
whkb, lis recorded » tk« kiftorics of Naples. 

la fsinaer tiliM»! there wia a ibiliie of marUc ftaadmg 
on tbe top of .a mountain in Af^dia, with this infcnplton 
«n the head; whkhwas.of brafs» On Ma^y^tOAy at svic* 

JIISIKG I SBAI.X..HAfB A HfiAB OF GOLP. No AMBI m 

all thofe paj^ooold be found mko iras aUe to unriddk 
this myfterious expi^iBop» and therefore it was not re* 
garded for many s^s ; but at length, in the reign of a 
eertsin fmnce,. there was a Saxaeen, who, having feen 
aod copfidered the ftatue, with the infcr^tioa» propofed 
to explain it for a certain reward. The prince hearing 
of thisy and betog greedy of tfat norelty» fent for the Sar- 
laoent and bargained with him foe a tbon&nd crowns to 
unfold this ridiSe* He waited till May^datf came, and 
watching the image that moming early, he obfenred the 
pbce where the head call its ihadow juft as tlie ^n rofe ; 
ihtn ite ordered certain men. to 4igr which when they 
had done, and were got pretty deep in theeartl^ tktf 
enoonateied a pcod^i^ioos treafure of filver, gold and jew- 
eisy with which the prince vras fo well fatisfied, that^ he 
donbkd the Saracen's reward, and £ent him home into 
his'cma couatry laden with ri^ prefienti* Dottbtbis 
there is much wflalth1>licted by men in the earth ; for in 
former times they were of opinion, that if they fhould 
die fttddcaly in the wars, or otherwife, fuch riches as 
aiey*faad hidden in uie evth'womd fenre theai in the 
other woild ; and this is the pmétice of the Indians to 
lias day, as my brother informs me, who has been among 
them« 

Strange b&idnefs ! that «an flundd think thc' imaftof 
tal foni needed. the affiftancc offlveiv gold, or any maté« 
rial fubftancc, .after, ftie ^herfrif iadifcAtid/of the body^ 
and become a naked fpint. 

2 
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Let thou and I have a nobler idea of oorfelves than to 
fancy we (hall b^ in want of the glittering drofs in that 
tnvifible date whither we arc all baftening. There are no 
money-changers in that world of fpirits. If thou haft fiiu 
perfluity, hide it not in the earth, but ^v€ ic to the poori 
and thou (halt receive it again, transformed into a fub- 
ftance more refined and radiant than the ftars. 

Paris, i6th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1549. 



IX. — To^ihe Reis Evfendi, Chief Secretary of the Otto- 
man Empire. 

X HE intedioe quarrels of the French feem to be like 
thofe of lovers, wbofc choleric intervals ferve but to give 
a new edge to the returns of their affe£Uon, as if one of 
thefe pafTions was made to whet the other, and make it 
more fprightly ; or, as if love would grow dull and fecu- 
lent, were it not fometimes roufed and fermented by an- 
ger. 

But I believe there is a greater myftery in the recon- 
ciliation between the French court and the parliament of 
Pans. Some ends of policy have haftened both parties 
to clap up a peace, while the fecret rancour remains un- 
purgcd. 

Perhaps the union of fo many princes and nobles with 
the parliament might incljne the queen to milder councSis 
than her own Spanifh genius; befides, the conjunéiion of 
the other parliaments of the kingdom, the revolt of Nor- 
mandy, Gafcoigne and Provence, with many eminent ci- 
ties, were very prevailing motives ; but that which was 
of grcatcll force was the vivant of.moncy and men to car- 
ry on the war, which irould not be mifcd withf»xt vail dif- 
ficulty during thefe public alienations. 
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Whatever w'cre the inducementsi a peace was conclud- 
ed about the latter end of the third moon, at a place call- 
ed Rueiy not far from Paris, where the king has a houfe 
of plesrfbre, feated in the midft of a little paradifc. In 
one of my letters to the Kaimacham, I formerly defcrib- 
ed the king's houfe and garden at St. Germain en Lay. 
This is but a little chiofe or bower in comparifon of that 
ibately palace ; yet what is wanting in the grandeur of 
the fabric, is fupplied in its elegant contrivance, and the 
richnefs of its ornaments ; and as for the garden, it comes 
not far (hort of the other, there being in it all manner of 
curious waterworks, groVes, folitudes, fountains, ftatues, 
and whatfoever the ingenuity of thefe weftcm artifts could 
fuggeft as proper to render this place agreeable to the 
liaelaneholf humour of the late queen-mother, Mary de 
Medicis, to wfeom it belonged during her life. 
' When you- enter thi^ delicious Eden, your eyes and 
eats are prcfchtly deceited by the counterfeit notes and 
motions of sii kmds of birds, which perpetually fing as 
the water tunes their throats. A litde farther, you fee 
feveral old Gentile ftatues adorning two fountains ; and, 
among the reft, a crocodile, big as the life, who, by the 
harmony he makes, feems to have a concert of mufic in 
his belly as regular and fweet as that of the Italian foci- 
ety at Conftantinople, which thou haft often heard. 

As we depart from this, fuH of complacency and ad- 
miration at the exquiilte imitation of Nature in thefe con- 
trivances, we fall infenfibly into a place exaftly like what 
the poets defcribe when they fpcak of Elyfium, It is a 
grove, the tops of whofe trees are fo thick interwoven, 
that the fun appears no otherwife through them than as if 
he were behind a cloud or in an eclipfe ; fo that the dark- 
ncfs of this place, and folemn murmur the winds make on 
high among the tops of the trees, fills it with a kind of 
Fol. IF. B 
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hxxcà:ki<iYnou ' whjch hd& often made me think this wil- 
derneft fometbing likeUmt which hiftoriana defcribc when 
theyl fpenk pf the avenues to the temple of Jupiter Am- 
mpn in. Egypt ; for in the very centre of this grove Aands 
the houfe» 9 pla<e one w<Hdd think fitter for a convent 
than a prince's court ; at beft it appear» but like a royal 
hermitage» a cell confecrated to kingly melancholy • 

I CQidd not forbear making thia digrei&Qn.when I men- 
tioned Ruel to bfc the place where the peace was conclud- 
ed between .the court and the parliament. This, encomium 
h ft tribute which I owed for the fatisfa^oo .an4 pkafure 
I iiave QfteQ receWed in th» fetir^ment 1 befide% I :tt<^ught 
an idea of fuck a gardien would not be unw:eIpome,^o thee> 
nvfaovATt a lover of .iblitude. 

The.co^djutcKr of Paris^ vi^o is an ar€|ibi^p> i» fayigh- 
ly affronted that tlna .peace «raa «onpl^di^d without him, 
who J^ad a chief , hand jn btigmning.thie war. He labours 
td inflame the people again^ «iiiLi!cduoeal).tQ th^ old con- 
fufioD» being an irreoondkabk enemy of Cardinal Maza- 
risii ; .fo that we exped . anoliier inlurro^on ia a fhort 
time, for the French cannot be long idk» 

Happy mintfter, I leave!thee under the wings of that 
iSpirit which guards the eleé^ »ùà bid thee farewell. 

Paris, 15th of the 4th Moon, of the Year I649. 



X.-^Tó Dgnet Oglou. 

S«A4i}L X teU thee J mourn for the death of our friend 
Egri BoynoU) whom thou fayeft a fever fnatched from 
ua the fiijft.day of the moon Regib ? That fever, it feems, 
was the eScà, of his continual and excefilve grief for the 
lofs of his eyes ; fo that vre may fay, he has been dyin||r 
ever fince the hour ihat £ital fentence was put in execu^^ 
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tion : And (hall we grudgfe our friend a relcafc from fo 
lingering a death ? At bcft, it was but the winter of life 
wrapped up in clouds and darknefs : Now, like the fer- 
pent, he has caft his flough, lifts up his head with new 
vigour, fports himfeif in the meadows of paradife, and 
bafks in the warmth of an eternal fpring. 

It will not therefore be a mark of our alfedlion to him» 
but only a difcovery of our felf-love, to condole the oc- 
cafion of his happinefs, becaufe it has lefTened ours, by 
robbing us of his beloved company and frìendfhip : Be- 
iides, we know not but that he may ftill continue to be 
our friend even in that invifible ftate, and either manage 
our mterefts above, or at leaft protei us from dangers here 
below. We are ignorant of the laws«and conftitotions of 
that kingdom of fpirits, and, for aught we know, the fouls 
x>f juft men after death may become the tutelar genii or 
guardian angels of their* furti ving friends and relations. 
Let it be how it will, éoiibt)efs Egri is immortai and 
happy, and it will be envy in us to repine at it* Rather 
let us congratulate the time of his deceafe as the day of 
his nativity, and leave mourning to the crowd of mortals 
who do a thoufand things vnthout ever thinking what 
they are about. They tread in the fteps of their fathers, 
never examining whether they be right or wrong : Cuf- 
tom and education have almoft baniihed reafen from the 
earth. Is it not a pleafant fpeélacle to fee the kindred 
of an old rich mifer (for whole death they had long wait- 
ed| like harpies for their prey) now flock about his life- 
lefs carcafe, howling out a thoufand forced lamentations, 
whilft in the mean time their blood dances in their veins 
for joy.? Yet, however, this cam'es a fhow of civilized 
mannecs, and is better than the barbarous cuftom of the 
Scythians and Mailkgetes, who, when their old men grew 
ufelcfs or troublefome, were wont to facrifice them, and 

s % 
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make a banquet with tkeir fiefh ; or the Thebarenes, who 
threw thtfir aged Riends alive down precipices. Thcfc 
vrtre fatages ; but much more fo were the Hyrcanians 
and Bn^riansy who caft their aged parents, yet living, to 
be de¥Oured by dogs ; which inhumanity, when Stafaaor, 
the deputy of Alexander the Great, endeavoured to fup- 
preb, they had like to have depofed him from the go- 
vernment J fo fM^evaknt is the force of a received cuilom 
on the fsinds of the unthinking herd. 

Let thou and I therefore not fupioely take up with 
common praéb'ces, but, hke men of reafon» let ua adjuit 
the hSi offices we owe to our friend, whilft we pour forth 
fome devottt orifons for the health of his fodi, without 
diftufbing his and our own repofe with fruitlefs lamenta*- 
tions ; and £nce we are bereaved of his fociety on earth, 
let U3 pTpare to follow him, and render ourfelves agree* 
ahle company, at our next Kendezvous m heaven. 

It was an luijuftifiable rigour in Sultan Ibrahim to de« 
prive him of his eyes, becaufe he had only caft them un- 
happily on one of the fultanas as (he entered the garden. 
This jealoufy is the peculiar vice of the Eaft ; yet they 
are more fevere in Perfia, where it is prefent death to be 
within two leagues of the king's women when they tra- 
vel the road : But I never knew that eunuchs were thus 
punifhed- Ot is there fuch a difference between a whke 
and a bkck eunuch, that the one deferves to lofe his eyes 
for beholding that by chance, which the other is honour» 
ably vewarded.for having accefs to, and feldom being out 
4>f their iigtit ? 

This was the woril puoifliment that Seleucus, the law- 
^ver of the Locrians, impofed on them that were adiu* 
$àìy caught in adultery ; which puts me in mjnd o£ a not* 
abk inftance of this ma»'® juftice ; for, when his own fon 
"Haft attcufed^ and proved gtiiky of this crimc^ at once to 
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fhow the tendernefs of a father, and the incomiptibie fe- 
verity of a judge, he firft caofed ont of hisowa. ey^ to 
be put out, and then one of hb £00*9, thus, taking otv 
himfelf half the 'peaaity, that fo the law nàght be fatis- 
fied in the whole» and yet his fon not be totally deprived 
of his fight. 

Thou telleft me no news of cmr itrmles, nor what al- 
teratlons have been made amongft the miniflers of the 
Porte fince the death of Sdtan Ibrahim. We have vari- 
ous repents here ; «hI lome fay, that the new Vifier Aiem 
win be no les^-ltvcd 'man. I defire thee to write often 
to me, and fend me what inteUigenoe thou <»Qft. 

liet nothing iHp the knot whieh has fiiftened us ib< 
many years together in an entire fsiendftnp» but kt us 
carry that magnet. with ns to onr graves^ that at what 
diftance foever we may be bniàcd, our fouis may, hf the 
force of that attiaétìfre,' fiàd one another out, and con» 
verfe togetfaor in tixat regio» of fikuce and (hadows. 

Paris, 9th of Ae 5tli Moon, of the Vcar 1649. 



XL — To the Captain Bassa. 

1 KNOW not where this letter will find thee, on die Aiore^ 
or at fea. If thou art in the watery wildeme&Z I have 
no art to trace thee. There are no certain roads in that 
tnconftant element. It is a mighty plain, without path 
or track ; and though. there be certain flage» in it, yet 
thy arrival at them is timed at the plcafure of the winds 
and waves, which will not obey even the order» thou haft 
receivoi from the Grand Signior, lord of thcrfour feaf. 
Perhaps thou art in pnrfuit of fome Venetian ilups, or 
other Chriftian vefl^ls, the corfairs of the Mediterranean ; 
or thou mayeft be careening thy fleet in the fecurer re* 

B3 
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treats of the Archipelago ; thou mayeft be within a mi- 
nute of a wreck, or juft entering a harbour. Wherever 
thou art, may Heaven prefcrve thee from the dangers 
which always threaten fuch as truft their lives to apiece 
of wood, for there will be great need of thee, if our in- 
telligence be true in thefc parts. 

It is reported here, that the Cofiacs, Circaifians, Min- 
grelians, and other people who border on the Black Sea> 
and obey not the law brought down from heaven, are en- 
tered into a league againft the blefied Porte, and have 
covered thofe Teas with a mighty fleet, while the Prince 
of Georgia rufhes down from his mountains with an army 
of forty thoufand Armenians, Persians, and borderers of 
Mount Caucafus ; that the former have taken a thoufand 
of our trading faicks, and are advanced as far as the Fer- 
ry of the BuU, which thou knowefi is but fix hours fail 
from the imperial city ; that the latter have made incur- 
flons into the territories of the Grand Signior, put all to 
the fword who refifted them as they marched along, bum« 
ed and laid walte the country ; and that all the Greeks 
and Armenians flock to them, threatening an univerfal 
defeélion from the Ottoman empire* 

As to the truth of thefe reports I can afcertain no- 
thing, but am inclined to believe the CoiTacs are trou- 
blefome at fea, and that they may have drawn fome of 
their neighbours into a league, thofe pilfering nations 
who live by rapine and fpoil on both elements. Our 
froall veflels trading on the Black Sea, full of riches, and 
empty of arms, mud needs be a temptation to thofe pi- 
rates, who are the'moil dexterous at a robbery, and the 
boldeil fellows in the woHd. The merchants of thefe 
parts, who have had fome trafiuf at Caffa and other towns 
on the banks of the Black Sea, give a frightful defcrip- 
tion of thofe tempeftuous waters, and no good charaéler 
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! iaf the people that border 4»n them. The Co&cSy, they 
I fay, are valiant and meveeiHtryi th^ Circafilanfi h^dy sa^d 
I bold, the ^fiogl^lmn8 fly «&d orafty, aod the Georgians 

; of an aftral com|dezion, capable of all virtuca and vices. 

■ The firft feidom aft ualef» eii«ouraged by the King of 
Poland or the Czar ofMufcovy, and then they arc con- 
tent with their pay and the laMrfiil plunder of war« ' The 

■ fecond are never idle ^hen tjiere is hope of prey» whether 
I they iight their own caiifey er are emjdoyed by others; 
I and iear neither huiigei'^ cold, nor any «ther extremity. 
I for. the fake of a prisee. The^ird are good ut a ftrata- 

[ gem» aadwonld Acala nian'a teeth out of h» gutos». iF 
he he not ^rary ; gidit ó>ward0» yet defperate in their 
own defsice» ween they fee no medium between lighting 
and death. Aa for the fourth» they feem to be a kind, 
of mongrels» a medley race» whofe charaéi^r is compound- 
ed of the other threew 

[ They are float and witty» dextiemna at a. cheat» and^ 

[ no bunglers at an ingenious theft ;, great liars, full of 
compliments and external civilities» but perfidious and- 

! implacable in thdr revenges. 

• Yet, after all» I cannot believe the prmce of this .coun«- 
try, who is a tributary to the King of Perfia» would ven- 

i ture his government at two fnch. defperate - flakes» by 
breaking the peace concluded :by his foverdgn with- the: 
Grand Signior» and fo drawing, upon himlelf the ven- 
geance of them both ; therefore» he is either fecretly a- 
betted by that monarch, or elfe the news is &lfe« 

f Wouldft thou know how this country came to be fuh- 

* jeéi to the crown of Perfia ? ^ It was conqueved by Ifli- 
mael Sophi» towhom the Pcrfian hifkoriàns in ififilteiy 

I give the epithet of Great. He was the fbfl of that name 
I and of the Perfian kings»* that refufed to obey the ortho- 
dox fucceiTors of the Sent of: God».. This pdnce was ta-< 

»4 
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Kant in the field, and no coward at wine, if we may be- 
lieve one of his courtiers, who wrote memoirs of his life. 
He records fixteen battles, wherein he always got the 
vidory, and twice that number of royal debauches, when 
he fhowcd the ftrerigth of his brain in the company of 
foreign ambaffadors, with whom he would always caroufe 
before they departed his court, that he might found the 
depth of their inflrueHons ; for none were able to cope 
with him at the juice of the grape ; and he always e- 
ileemed that liquor a friend to truth. 

If he fufpeAed his minifters of ftaté, or any of the go- 
vernors of provinces, he ufed to invite them to a ban- 
quet, where, in the midft of his drinking, he unravelled 
their fecret inclinations and councils, being the mod dex- 
terous at picking the locks of a man's heart of any one 
living. They rx\'sx went alive from iis prefence, if by 
vme falfe ftep in their carriage, though it were but a word 
too paffionate, or a look lefs compofcd to refignation, he 
could (fifcover or frame to himfelf the grounds of a jufl 
jealoufy, it being ever his maxim, <* That credulity was 
the only vice could ruin a happy prince." He had ano« 
tker faying alfo, " That Perfia was fertile of men, but 
barren of faithful officers." 

*I cannot admire thcfe cruel ftrains of policy 5 yet kings 
have reafons for their aàions and words which we cannot 
comprehend. The philofophers fay, ** That vicine was 
given us by the gods to mitigate our cares, and for a 
time to make us equal to their divinities in the free en- 
joyment of ourfdves ;*' and though as a muiHilman I am 
not bound to fnbfcribe to the principles of Pagans, yet 
as a man, partaker of flefh and blood, I think he doubly 
mifules that liquor who perverts it to the ends of cruelty. 

But this nM>narch had other thoughts, when, by the 
affilance of the Georgian forces, ha-ving fubdued the 
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Tcgions bordering on the Cafpian Sea, at tEat time in the 
hands of the Ottomans, he invited the King of Georgia 
to his tent, under praence of a fefUval joy for their mu« 
tual faccefs. The umvary prince, trufting to his own 
merit and the ^th of his neighbour, ventures himfelf 
with a fmall guard to the camp of lihmacl. The Perfian 
entertained him with all the outward demonftrations of 
affedion and gratitude for his repeated aids ; but in the 
end of the feaft, taking exceptions at fome word» the 
King of Georgia fpoke in praifc of his own foldiers, he 
commanded his eunuchs to fcize on him, and carry him 
to the tent of the Unfortunate (fo they called the pavi- 
lion or cage of the grandees fallen into difgrace) ; then 
he gave fwift orders for the Georgian foldiers to be ma- 
nacled ; and having thus done, he beftowed the govern- 
ment, of Georgia on one Luarzab, on condition that he 
and his fucceffors would embrace the faith of* Hali, and 
pay tribute to the crown of Perfia. 

From this Luarzab has the government of Georgia de- 
fcended, not in a line of blood, but aj the pleafure of the 
Perfian king»^ to him who now holds it, Shanavas-Chan, 
who, I bdieve, has more wit than to hazard his poifef- 
fions for the fake of a chimera. 

In thus roving from my firft point thou canft not blame 
me, fince thou thyfelf a6left by the rules of navigation, 
which vary according to the bias of the needle. Thou 
foliowcd one magnet, and I another, yet let us both meet 
in the centre of duty we owe the Grand Signior. 

Paris, a3d of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1649. 
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XII. — To Caha Haly, Phyjician to the Grand Signior. 

Jt HÓU v^ilt fay, it IS an unmannerly way of congratu- 
lating thy new advance to begin my addrefs with com- 
plaints ; yet friendship overlooks pundilios. It is not the 
firft time I have trefpajJed on thy generous temper. I 
am indifpofed, and cannot aél the courtier, though I am 
lavi/hed to hear the neiws. It is fome fupport to my lan- 
guifhing fpirits, that whilft I am crumbling and dwio- 
dliag away into the little principles of which I was made, 
thou, my friend, art growing in the bulk of mortal gneat- 
nefs in the favour of our glorious fultan. 

However, I cannot but fufpe6i the pretended kindnefs 
of him who raifed thee, I mean the new vifier ; neither 
had thdu much reafon to take this fudden reconciliation 
for any other than a maik of his old malice» He cannot 
forget the quarrel between thy father and him on the ac- 
count of Darà Mefeck, the lieutenant-general of the ja- 
nizaries, when the brave old cheik put a ftpp to the de- 
figned revenge of this inhuman upftart. > » 

Afiure thyfelf, that he who has made his fleps to the 
grandeur Jhe now poffefles over the neqk of his rnaftcr, 
will not fpare any from whofe wit or ^o!«fer he may fear 
a (hock ; and he knows both thy expertenee and intercft 
too great not to miftruft the fon of his enemy» 

Befides, the eminent commaad tby brother, has over 
the Spahis muft. rieeds be an additional <:àiution tp the 
man whofe name founds nowhere fo fweetly as i» -the 
chamber of the janizaries. 

Thou art fcnfiWe t^t the «ati^y-^re^^d animoiity be- 
tween thefe mlBtary. orders threatens a calamity to the 
Ottoman empire, whith cannot be diverted without a fa- 
crifice on one fide or otfaef ; . «ed fince the Spahia have 



engaged fo many potent baHas in their quarrels* Vfho can 
exped to fall but the mighty favourite of the- infantry ? 

He knows this v^, vrék and to prevent hie own nun» he 
refolves on tbine^nd thy brother '0 ; thine 4inder tlie maOc 
of fnendillip^ tST by^ bia wh^dk he ba& dt^ym thy bro-f 
thereto Oonftantimple^ wb^e he vr iB not £ul tq be ftnm- 

I gled^ that io a>croatuce^ of the vifiec tmy be prom9t«4 in 

I his room ;*• aiidr what will become ofr thfe a&er thip» . I 

\ leave to thy own judgment. - . , 

Perhaps tho^ivwflt. diefpife the advice of a fide man, 

I and impute myJearsto an.exccfa of mdafiehply» from 
which diftemper, thou tkooweft^ I am £eldoin free ; but 
IteUthee» my reafen ' labours under no hypochondriac 
diforders, . Plough mj body may* I am no enthufiaft 
when I couafelizny friend to avoid an apparent . danger : 
Hdwerer, if thbu thanW^ k needlefsibi: me to bafy my* 
felf in ftloh cafesy* Lha^ done.^ but. L ^hall jisver ceafe 
to pi^y for- thy profpertty^' as-often a» I comply with the 
hwm kifibig/the? dooc Hve times ' a-day, ' and repeating 
the appointed orilons of faith. < 

• Methinks, wken'I write^totheenow, my pen is at a^ 
Mf^ I am puzflled for a ftyle foitable to thy new how 
fOQ».a]idiifrur'«id friendlhip. 

But^ifrtaketoointfichlibertyy aferibe it to the {ut" 
cerity of niy aife^ion^ wbidt knows not how to be . re« 
f«»ved oi^ftratigie f0«i petfon whom once I could caH my 
cither §à(, ' fe» MOM wider is ithew<^[ilanc& between fnends. 

Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1649. 

XIÌL — To Chiurgi Muhamet, Bqfa* 

i Know not whether what. I «in going to jrelattf will be 
news to thee» or to any of the minifies reiiding at the 
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Sublmie Porte. However, it is fo to me, and I am com- 
manded to conceal nothing of moment that comes to my 
earg., 

Mahomet, eldeil Son to Achmet the Dey of Tunis, id 
now at Rome, having embraced the ChrifUan religion. 
l^Goplt r^te varkmfly th« motives that kduced him to 
this change. Some fiiy it was intereft, he having held a 
private corcefpondence with the Viceroy of Sicily, who 
promifed him, in the King of Spain's name, to make him 
lord of ieveral large territones in the Weft Indies. 

Others fay,, it was dHeontent at hit father/s . govern- 
ment, and auitere carriage towards hino^ the old man 
having forced him to marry die Bafik of Tripoli's daugh- 
ter s^atnii liis inclination. 

But the greatest part afcribe tim change m religion to 
the force of his confcience, which, they. &y, was convin- 
ced by a nójracle of the tmtli of the Chriftian faith ; for, 
as they relate, being once at fea in a vcffisl, wherein wer« 
many Chriftians, .and a dreadful tempe& anHng,^the ma- 
riners, who were all muflVdmans, feeing the havoc that 
the mnòs and waves had madej^f the &ip taclde, gave 
over aH for loft, and fainting under & n^ch la^uj^ 
watching' and- terror as they had naàttg^m,. kf.iMwskr 
and let the fhip drive wherever tlwt ft^rni. WQuJd carry 
her. But there being a Chiàiìiaii^ prìèft aboard» «deemed 
a very hedy and bkmelefs limn, he esicked th«Xhx^jyans 
to appeafe tlie w^ath oiCod by fome extraordinary a<5b 
of devotion.. The» they all .made ^fc^^ipn procefllon on 
the decks of the ft ip, the prieft carrying before them 
that which they càH thefSi icr fc a t efrt , ftt ipio ft ag the mrrey 
of God, and oft£a calling, on J<fus and Mary j v^hen, be- 
hold, as the pri<rft ilood aloft on the poop, reading aloud 
part of the Gofpel^ «he Aotja fuddenly cea&d,. the «kiudk 
were difperfed, tho^air grew &ren^ and calm^ and th« ve£» 
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fd got £ife into harbour» Upon thisj they fay» Maho* 
met» when he came aihore» took that pried along with 
hinsy defirtng to be inftrutSked in the Chriflian belief» mak- 
ing a vow aUb» that he would renounce the law of the 
muffuknansy and embrace that of Jefus. 

This is what fuch as are zealous for the honour of the 
Chriftian faith relate concerning this prince's converfìon» 
However it be» it is certain» that he pxivately made his 
efcape from Tunis by fea» and bent his coùrfe direéUy 
for Sicily» where in a few days he landed, and «was* re*, 
ceived by the viceroy according to the dignity of a prince» 
A while after» he was baptized by an archbifhop, who 
gave him the name of Dou Philippo» by which he is call- 
ed in all places* 

They fay he was a little fcandalized at firft» when he 
faw with what freedom the -Sicilian women appeared a* 
broad in the ftreets and converfed with men» but that af- 
terwards he took a great delight in their company, efpe- 
cially thofe that could ilng well, or play on any inftni* 
ment of mufìo» to which he is much addióked ; and there- 
fore he choofes to frequent thofe temples where their ier- 
vice is performed with variety of excellent mufìc, as it is 
in all great cities ; and» for aught we know, the charac* 
ter which the Cbigftian pried gave him of this harmoni->- 
ous manner of worfiiipping God, might have no fmall 
influence on a man natufvlly affèéted with that fcience* 
Certaiidy mitfiehas a mighty force on our aifeélions ; and 
it is a proverb htix in the Weft» *^ That he who does 
not love muiic, has no foul." One of thd ancient philo- 
ibphers defined tht foul itfdf to be an harmony ; and an- 
other was fo fei]N(U>te of the vatioua cffe^s of this fcience 
la nd&ng different pbfOoni^ In: intn» that he left it as an 
aphoriim» " Such as the mufic ìb, Inch are the people of 
a commonwealth j** whence it was the great care of fuck 
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as took upon them to form the manners of youth, that 
no tunes ihould be played in their hearing which natu- 
rally provoked to levity and wantonnefs, but grave and 
martial llrains, fuch as prompted heroic thoughts, and 
difpofed them to vfrtnè. 'The Itaiia&g are great maftcrs 
of this fcience, and the^irs which they compofe for their 
church fcrvice are very deep and ravifliing, which caufes 
their new profelyte Don Philippo to pafs hi» time very 
attentively during the celebration of theif- high mafy and 
their even fong. They report that he will turn JefuJt. 

He went fìrom Skilf loaded with gifts and prefentsj 
and came to Rome, the feat of the Chriftians chief muf- 
ti, whom they call the PopeV He h much honoui^d and 
carelTed by the holy father and all the càrditìals, who have 
told him fo many fòtr things bf the Nazarene faith,- and 
fhowed him fo many facred relies of antiquity, thart he 
thinks himfelf already within the verge of heaven,- land 
that Rome is no other than tike fubuvbs oi^paradife. There 
is fomething'very charming and fweet in the converfa- 
tion of the Chriftian prelates, if they be men of learn- 
ing, as moft generally they are ; and it is no wonder 
thKt fuch polite company fhould prevail much on the 
flexible temper of a young prince,! wliok aa^à pilgrim in 
a ftraage country, where he can /h«ar nothing bu« pcrpe- 
tual eulogie» of ^tc C^riftiaa religìony nor (et any thing 
•but obji^^, which '&rve«iily to confirm in kh i^nd sl 
venerable idea of th«t faith he has embraced Bèiìdes^ 
they fay, he is fallen deeply in love wkh^a^^ young Roman 
lady ; fo that there is no hope of refciMOg him from the 
powweffomattif e^chantmeiits. : ?/ 

Therefore, giving ^ìmn o^^er as h>ft^ let* us -p*«y the 

Omnipotent tO'^eilabiiih-us^in hi» truth, that i^ither ia- 

tereft» paffion,. nor an enbneous confoience, may ev«r be 

' able to makQ us fti^rVe from the bv written in Heavenj^ 
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but that we may adhere to God and his Prophet with a 
thoufand fouls. 

Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1^49. 



XIV. — TI? Sala, Tircheni Emin, Supertntendant of 
the Royal Affinai at Conflantìnòple» 

VV B arc all alarmed here with the news of I know 
sot what bolfterous adventures of the Coflacs and their 
neighbours that poifefs the ancient kingdom -of Colchis. 
Had I not a Bma faith in the Akpran^ it would fill roe 
with panic fears ; but no attempts can prevail againft thè 
men fighting under the (hadow oi the prophet. He de- 
fcended with a confummate authority from the monarch 
who commands all things. The mandate of Heaven 
will difperfe the infidels. The feven vifiers above were 
witneffcs to the. words> whofe echoes oaufed thunder, 
when the Prophet re|;ired froqa-the (leps of the throne. 
Had not-Mofcs given him warning (who remembered 
the noife in the mount), the apoftle had lofi his addrefs, 
and been confounded before the angels ; but, encouraged 
with thevwhiiper of the man with horns, he made no de- 
fault i^.hi^ccytige, and,. with, little lofk of time, arrived 
to the ninth, fpb^e» where he procIaiiBied the Nefianim, 
andiall th< inhaWtants of thatprbcefsirted to the banner 
vi\ikh he had. in his hands. Thr prophet told them it 
was only.ior atrial of their BdeHty. They tnidc obei- 
fance,. and'retkcd. . . 

From that place he mdi'^ na i]e]ru|)lei;vbut that the 
eleft ia heaven an4^atth would; obey the divine :f>atent. 
He, jBnifted, his . dfifcent twmphantly, and f^Jlched his 
feet^o» Ikfcunt Uriel Th«fe:d»t.Jbdieve iM^\ f*y> i^ 
wasou the top of th$ Ragged. Rock;. But let, here* 
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tics aknc in their infidelity. Be it whcix it pleafed God, 
he fpoke the words that ftiall never be reverfed, when he 
displayed the heavenly filk, and faid, " Whoever takes- 
up arms againfl this banner, {hall be reputed an infidel ; 
he fhall be cxtemrinatcd from the earth." 

I often think on thefe palTages in the holy memoirs, 
the colledions of the life full of wonders. Then I com- 
fort myfelf with this thought,, that if all the uncircum- 
dfed in the world fhould enter into a cofnbination, they 
would not fucceed againft the men fighting under the 
commiffion with the feal. 

I have fent a letter to the BafTa of the Sea, acquaint- 
ing him with the news of this^ expeditioa of the Coffacs, 
fince which I am informed, that thefe people are headed 
by a famous pirate in thofe parts, a man of a daring 
fpirit, and capable of the boldeft undertakings. The 
French merchants who have traded in the Black Sea,, 
give him a high charaAer, and portend great injuries to 
the Ottoman empire from the fuccefs of his arms ; for, 
they fay, he is a good captain both by fea and land. I 
have heard feveral different ftories of his birth and edu- 
cation ; but this I am going to relate comes from the beft 
hands, and feem&moil probable». 

HÌ3 name is Pachicour, a Circaifian by birth, but bred' 
up in a fea town of the Ukrain, near the mouth of the 
Nieller» He left his mative country at the age. of twelve 
years, out of a defire to fee foreign parts, embarking 
himfelf, unknown to his parents, in a veifel of Podolia, 
which then was ready to fet fail from Bala Clug. He 
carried with him a fmail funi of money, which he had 
purloined from his father, and ferved as a fund of his fu- 
ture fortune ; for, arriving at a certain town in PodoL'a, 
he frequented the quays, and offered his fervice td feve- 
fai merchants; one of which obferving in his face the 
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markg of a promifiog genius, entertained liim in his 
houfe. He lived with him feven years» and performed 
hÌ6 ofiSce fo welly that he made him his faélor to Con- 
fiantinople* 

Pachtcour difcharged his truft there with much profit 
to his mafter, and honour to himfelf ; fo that, at his re- 
turn, feveral merchants cntruftcd him with their goods, 
and fent him to trade at Caffa, and other towns on the 
Black Sea. His judgment and reputation increafing 
with his years» he became in time famous in all the trad- 
ing towns ; and fuch was his credit in the Ukrain, that 
all the merchants put their vefiels and goods into his 
hands, fo that he failed many times with a fleet of twenty 
ihips, having the difpofal of all the goods committed to 
his management. He grew fo rich in time by his deaU 
tags, that he was able to drive a confiderable trade for 
himfeif, and then it was he began to lay the foundation 
of a dcfign which he has ince executed. His genius was 
too a£llve always to be confined to tWs^flow way' of 
growing great ; therefore he was refolvcd, at. one blow, 
to raife his fortune to the pifch he atrhed àt. H^-was 
the only broker, .banqùier and' merchant wherever «he 
came. 

It was no difficult thing for a man of fo vaft a credit 
to raife an extraordinary flock ; and Pachicour could ea-» 
fily filence the alarms of confcience. There happened aU 
fo a junfture very proper for his* defign ; for while he 
was at Ifgaou, a port of Circaflia, day and night .pro- 
jeding how to exalt himfelf, a war broke out between 
his countrymen and the Mingrelians. The latter ap- 
peared with a navy at fea, which alarmed all the mari- 
time parts of Circaffia. Pachicour, whofe invention waSi 
always bufy, took a hint from this to accomplifh liia 
plot. Expedition was his chiefcll gathe": Therefore, he 
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fpeedHy made the utmoft ufe of hia credit among the Po* 
doUan merchants» and other foreigners refìdìng at Ifgaou; 
and when he had amafTed. together prodigious fums of 
gold, for which he only gave them bills of exchange» he 
privately fends away this huge treafure» with all his jewels» 
tiiTueSy and other rich merchandife, to his father's houfe» 
who lived not many leagues from this town. 

Within twoMays after this» the Mingrelian fleet made 
» defcent at Ifgaou» facked it» carried» away two thou- 
fand captives» airà went ta their Teifek agaii). 

Pachicour» who knevviho^w to- niake a» advantage of 
this opportunity» privately fled after his weMif as foon 
as the Mingrelian deet' appeared bdbre the place ; and it 
happened, that mod of his creditors vrere ma^ flaves» 
and ti^fported to Mingrelvi. He had no nef^d to take 
any farther care» but how to fecure his riches from h» 
pilfering neighbours ; for the Circaflians are all profeffed 
thieves. He» therefore, makes hafte to his father, 
and» Imving gratified him for his trouble, he, in a (hort 
time» purchafed four men of war» with which he fets up 
for a pirate» infeiling thofe feas, and robbing all the mer- 
chants, except thofe who had Formerly entrufted him. 
His bounty and valour «harmed all that ferved him, and 
his fame fpreading with his wonderful fuccefs, many Cir- 
caflians put out to fea, and joined with him ; fo that, in 
a little time, he made no fmall figure in the kingdom of 
Neptune. Seeing himfelf commander of a powerful na- 
vy, he found out quickly the Mingrelian fleet» and» en- 
gaging with them, got a glorious viftory. 

Soon after a peace; was concluded, and Pachicour was 
declared admiral of all the Circaffian fea-forces ; to whom « 
the Mingrelians were obliged by treaty to join theirs»-, 
and to obey Pachicour's orders. In a little time,. thfe 
fortunate general became fo famous, that the Coflaca 
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fent to him an agent» and entered into a league, furnifli* 
ed out tbree hundred vefielsy and joined the Circallian 
and Mtngrellan fleets. 

This is the bottom of the new expedition which makes 
fo lond a noife in thefe parts» 

Thon, who art mafter of the arfenal, wilt know what 
meisJures are fitteli to be taken s^infl this bold infidel, 
if he perfifts to break the peace of the moil ferene em- 
pire ; yet, though he is an. enemy, let ua not envy him 
the praifes that- are due to his wit and courage. He 
feems to forpafs the freaking thieves of his own' nation, 
and undcitakes nothing but lOTerelgn chests and noble, 
thefts, fach as woiM pafe&r «irtuons aéBoits in a man 
of a higher birth. 

I do not plead for robbery, nor take the part of an in- 
fidel ; but if I had time to tell thee fome heroic palTages 
of this pirate, thou wooldeft fey he is worthy of a gener- 
ous and faTourable ufage, ihould he become a. captive. 
In another letter I will -oblige thee with a relation, 
which will not be unwelcome to a man who gives not 
fentence with the vulgar. I had more to fay on another 
fubjed, but I am interrupted. Pardon the efFeói of my 
duty to the Grand Signior. 

Paris, 19th of the Sth Moon, of the Year 1649. 



XV. — To Mklec Amet, Bajfa. 

iHEai is news arrived here lately of the murder of the 
Engliih ambafiador at the Hague ; his name was Doriflans. 
He was fent by the new governors in England to make 
an alliance with the ftates of Holland, and to fatisfy them 
in reference to their late proceedings againft their fovc- 
reign. It is faid, his negociation w^ould have had but 
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little fuccefs, in regard the Prince of Orange, who is 
prefident or chief over the ftatcs, and who married the 
daughter of the English King, takes to lieart the untime- 
ly death of his father-in-law, and cannot be reconciled to 
his murderers : Yet it is to be thought, that princes are no 
farther touched with one another's misfortune*, than con- 
cerns their intereft. 

However, on the 3d day of the 5th moon, fomc Scots 
entered into the losings of tht ambaflador, and having 
difpatched him wkh feVenil woun^, made their e&ape. 
It is not certainly-known who let thefe afiliffins at work. 
People defcant variotifly, as their afieéHòns biaft them» 
Some refled on it as d judgment jutly infltded by God, 
though by an unjuft ad of men, on one who had been a 
xM>torious promoter of his fovemgn'^ death : Others cen- 
fure it as a raoft impious facrilege, Jli reganithe perfons 
of ambaffadors are, by the law of nations, deemed fa- 
cred and inviolable, and the injuries whieh- they fuffcr 
are interpreted not efnly as donfe to their maiftcrs' who 
fend them, but to all mankind, as if human nature itfelf 
were wronged in the perfons of pubBc miflifters. 

Indeed, there is no method of cftabHIhing or conferv- 
ing friendfhips and alliances between different nations, if 
their agents be not fecured with an immunity from af- 
fronts and violences. 

The French relate a pretty paffage of one of their 
kings, who, before he came to tlie crown, being Duke 
of Orleans, had received very ill ufage in his travels from 
a certain ItaUan lord called the' Baron of Benevento. 
After this prince was-poflcffcd of the kingdom, the fame 
Italian lord was fent ambaffador from the Viceroy of 
Naples, to congratulate his accelHon to the throne of hi& 
anccftors. Some French courtiers, who had been wit- 
sefles of the injuries this lord had formerly done to their 
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mafter, now perfuaded the king, to revcoge himfdlf, by 
cauiing foxne grofs indignities to be done him, whilft he 
had him in his power ; to whom the wife monarch repli- 
ed, ^^ It becomes not the King of France to revenge on 
the Ambaffador of Naples the injuries which the Duke of 
Orleans received from the Baron of Benevento." 

' It is faid» the Engliih nation have demanded fatisfac* 
tion of the Hollanders for the murder of their ambafTa* 
dor ; but were anfwered» ^* That they themfehes ought 
firft to expiate the murder of their king." 

The Scots have revoked from the new government in 
England, and are yet in fufpence, whether they ihall (et 
up the fon of the late king, or form themfelves into an 
independent republic : The Irifh are ftedfaft to the inter- 
efts of the crown ; and many iflands in America» fubjeéi 
to the kings of England, have now denied all obedience 
to the new £ngU(h government, which feems to tend to« 
wards a democracy. 

There is much talk of one Cromwell, the general of 
the £ngliih forces in Ireland. This man, from a private 
and obfcure cflate, is afcended to the dignity of a gene- 
ral, having pnrchafed this command by his conduct and 
valour. The French extol hinf for the greateft foldier of 
this age, and, if Fame be true, he is no lefs ftatefman. 

As a mark of -the refpeél I owe thee, thou wilt re^ 
ceive with this letter, a piftol of curious workmanfhip, 
which, being once charged, will deliver iix bullets one 
after another.' If thou aceepteft this fmall prefent, it 
will be an argument of thy friendihip. 

Paris, 19th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1^49. 
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XVI.r—To the Veneralie Mufti. 

1 HAVE often wondered at the lethargy wherein the Na- 
zarcnes feem to be drowned. They forget what they 
read in their own bibles ; they there encounter with ex- ' 
prefllons which favour of the Eaft. Every page of the. 
written law rclifhes of the dialc£l which is pure and live- 
ly, though the tranflators have cropped the flower of 
the fenfe. I have read their bible in Greek, Latin, and 
French, but none of thcfe languages cxprefs to the life 
the original Hebrew^ nor can it bfe expcfted. It is im- 
puffible to fcrew Up the dull phrafeè of 'Eiii^ope to the 
fignificant idioms of Afia. We may as well expeél 
dates to ipring frona a^eed; and, for that reafon» it is 
forbidden riic tvue f»thM to tranflate thè voluiftie of light 
from the origlimi Ai^atbicy which ie'nO other than He» 
brew in its ancient :purityv ' . - ' 

This is the language of thofe who dwell above the fc- 
venth Oli) : It is the -dialog wherein God converfes with 
the pages of his divme fdraglio, whereto aH the records of 
the celefiial cmpre are wiit \ and, when he iffues out or- 
ders to the mini^rs aiid baflks of heaven, Hafmariel) the 
fccretary of the imm^rta} Htvan, ufes no other charaAer 
or fpeech, but that which is peculiar on earth to the fons 
of Ifmael, the inhabitants of the region on the eaft of 
the Red Sea. In fine, this is the language wherein the 
Omnipotent thought fit to difcover his pleafure to mor- 
tals. 

Believe Mahmut, when he tells thee with profound 
fubmiflion, that he has taken fome pains to pry into 
thofe languages which have been the channels of divine 
knowledge. I have been peculiarly ambitious to ftudy 
the anatomy of Oriental words ; and it would be no hy- 
perbole to fay, I have learned to diffcéi even the very fyl- 
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lables, wherein the various placing of points and letters 
alters the fenfe, or at leail makes it ambiguous. So fig- 
nificant and myfterious are our facrcd charad^ers. 

I fpeak not this in peevifhnefs» or to vindicate myfeif 
from the contempt which Ikingi Cap^Oglani has put 
upon me. I have np enu4atio« Jn that point ; nor can 
any little fpur of pedantic ambition make me forward to 
contend with .a man» whoTe whole jtalent coniiils in 
knowing and remembering other mens works ; as if he 
had ftudied at Athens, only for^ this 'cndi to learn the 
facetious «art of turoing -his bcain» iiHo a catalogue of 
booksk But I reflect on'tjie learned. among^^ the Naza- 
rents, who are chiefly , to bUuae, halving the ctAody of 
the book delivered to them from the }cws : And among 
them the uanflators ^f that arotume^u'e paft.^xcttfc, for 
' they haye devoured the orjgi»aly . and robbed the virgin 
language of its beauty and honovr»' .whiiA the reft are 
wirnifjyi a^,£Unt .f^bet^tprs of the rapey in eoacealing 
the indignity that has ibeen.dtime to the letters formed 
by the^Ji^er.of iGodt and futtaf divine myfterlu.' 

In th.Vfi accufing. the Chriftian interpreters of the 
bible» I do. not paUronife. the critical wkimfies of the 
Jewiih cabb^difts. . They are exploded by all men of 
fenfe ; yet these is a medium bttween the excefs of that 
affe£tcd nieenefs» which has rendered the one ridiculous, 
and of that ftudied careleQncfs to which the obfcurity of 
the other is owing. Ae the Hebrews, by preffing the 
letters too clofe, have fqueezed out divine chimeras, fo 
the Chriftians, in uling too flack a hand, have fcarce 
gained a grofs draught of common human fenfe, leaving 
the genuine elixir of the writer's meaning behind. 

I will not lay much to the charge of the tranflators 
employed by Ptolemy Philadclphus, KJng of Egypt. 
Thcfc were no Chriftians, nor yet in the number of thofc 
3 
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who adored the celedial bodies and elements } nor did 
any of them pay their devotions at the fame altar with 
that Egyptian monarch, who was « worihipper of the 
god Serapis ; but they were Jews, fevcnty, or two more 
in number, as the tradition goes. And being every one 
commanded fevcrally to tranflate thofef mannfcripts, which 
the Jews eftecmed the oracles of God^ without con. 
verfing with or feeing each other, it is faid their versions 
all agreed to a fyllable. 

This is the ftory of the Jews, and feems to be credited 

by the Chriftians ; yet fome have found many eiTors and 

ittcongruities in that celebrated copy ; and it is eafy 

^ for an impartial eye, efpecially in the head of ad Qrfeft- 

tal, to fpy many more. 

But the Latin, which they caU the vulgar trànflsfltorii 
is full of miflakes ; and the pretended faint who made it, 
(hould have gone farther than Paleftine for hi« intelli- 
gence in ancient Hebrew; His name, if I fidfhdto not, 
was Hieronymus ; he pafled many years in a cell, near 
the fuppofed tomb of the Chriftians Mefliah ia the Holy 
Land ; where, they fay, he was infpired with the know- 
ledge of Hebrew, and from thence ventured upon a 
tranilation of the Old Teftament. 

Thou wilt not expeél a certificate of thefe things from 
Mahmut, who only tells thee what he has read in Chri- 
ftian authors, whom they call the hiftorians of their 
•churck; 

But i can affure thee, it was no fpirit of the Eaft 
afiifbed this' ccclefiaftic in his verfion ; for he comes for 
ftiort of rightly rendering the lofty hyperboles, appofite 
fimilitudes, elegant figures, and other orhamente of ^ech 
peculiar to the writings of thofe who firft fee' the rifing 
fun. Such are all thofe penned in the Eaft ;. from which 
we muft not exclude the mariulcripds of Mofes, and the 

3 



Book L ▲ srr at paius. 4p 

rdt of tbe Hebrew pmphets, poeU, hiftonant, and phi- 
lofophecs. Of thefe does the Old Teftament confift; 
except one book wrote by my countryman Job, who five 
times foiled the devil in fo many fiet combat« before 
G<kL 

What (hall I fay then of the traaflations that have 
been m^de of their Bibk in other langaages, not fo copi- 
ous and figoificant as the Latin ì 

Since the divifion arofe between the Roman Catholics 
and Proteftants» their Bible- has been tapght to fpeak the 
dhald^ of all» or mo&> nations in £arope. Yet fuch is 
the unhappineft of the F^nks, that the more they ham- 
per with thfi If Qgnafe of great parity, tbe worfe they 
fuccced ; whidi has occafioned fome kanwd men, as I 
^ infaqpiec^ to mask above a thoufand faults in the laft 
French veiiion of that ipyftefious book. 

What room wi)jL they leave for the eenfures of the 
muffuhn^ns» if the Chnftians themfelves are thus critical 
upon the ^and patent of their iàdvation ? 

It would be an endlefs taflt to recount aU lh€ errora 
that may be difceraed in the various traduéb of the 
Bible, by su^y man tìiat h^ converfed in the £aft ; nei* 
ther will I intrench on thy patience, to gain the charader 
of a critic. 

Permit me to glance only on the pfalter, or the odes of 
Sultan David. How flajt and dull agre the meafures of 
.the Chrlilian tranilators Ì How low have they funk the 
feofe of that royal poet l He never began to warble 
forth any of thofe divine foags, until firft infpired by a 
fen^pb, who9i he had lured down from paradife by the 
mdpdy of his harp. That feraph was mafber of the 
mu£c above, aa the Hebrew doctors teach. Every time 
D^id fjayed on his inilxument, Ariel (for fo was the. 
fpirit called) made his defcent, and fung with a prace 
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whiqh canaot b^ expreffcd* T^t 4oeile poet ibon karn» 
ed both his notes and words. Seven hundred timet 
David touched bis harmonious ftrings» and fo often the 
aogd ftqod by him with the book of the choir. He 
taught feven hundred fannets that arc cbaoj^d. by thie> 
lovers in paradife ; but th^ dcviL &ok tliem from the 
' king, whilA he was gazing on another man's wife» bath* 
ing berfelf in an adjoiniug garden. 

Yet there are above an. hundred ' hymns remaining» 
which David compofed by n^ewory out of the former.; 
but fome feéis. among the Chriftians haT« turned them, 
to the bidlads of the vulgar* 

So have they ^ dealt with that furpaffing poem of Soldt 
mon» taught him by the etherial tutor of his father. For 
Ariel was enamoured of one of the viigins of paradife» 
at the fame time that Solomon ei^oyed. Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter^ and had nei^rly buUt for her a feraglio of cedar. The 
heavenly lover, thereft^e» to «loconEimodate himfelf to the 
pailion of the mortal», taught him 00^ of the paftorala of 
Eden» a fong pecidiar to his own amour. 

But the Nazarenes have turned it to a dry and in- 
flgnificant allegory» by their gloiles ; putting an afiBx>nt 
alfo upon rhetoric and poetry, in wording their tranf^ 
lation. ' 

If X (liould go on and number the miftakes they have 
made in the writings of the prophets» and other books^of 
the Qld Teftament» though it were but in this general . 
manner» I fhould tire thee out ; but to recoupt the par- 
ticulars would be a thirteenth taik for Hercules. 

Yet» after all thefe de&ults of the learned» neither they 
nor the ignorant can be excufed from wilful blindnefs» in* 
flijutting their eyes againit the twilight which appears in 
the worll traoflation» and is fufficienf to direct any man 
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to tlie Esft» nrhere Wifdctaft fhinea in 'her p«rfea ffJen-. 
dour. 

Ther€ are exprefiions aH over the fcriptures, which 
point to the iaws» cuftoms, habits, diet, and manner of 
Hie, ufed hi -the regtom'ftfft irifitèd b]r tht marakig ftim 
Thefc are the fame now as they were of oW ; and the 
mufiblnians of tht s age obferve no other rule of life, but 
what was [uraeUfed by .the- palfriir^ Ibrahim, above three 
thoQ&iid f&tìn ago, and by all the iait&ful of ihofe times* 
Our Aanriagesy'ciriminBÌficliie) funerals, pniyers, w^ifliings, 
and all other ceremonies of rdigioii or civility, are the 
fame now as then ; there is no^uiig added or (timinifhedi 
fave the lakk awd obodienee we owe to Ilif^pmet, the 
amhaifaftor of Ood^and to the volume pat into hi» hands 
by Gabriel» pnnce of the dirine m^fiengers. 

Our very habits, and %h^ ^mmner of our building, our 
falutatiofls and whole addrefp, arp thè fam^ at this day^ 
as th^Scr%iture>tBll«Uft were mi ufe in thofe ages next 
after the Aood> amoog the patrtaorehe and prophets^ and 
amor*g all the true behevers, the pofterity of Ibrahimji 
efpecia% the defcendants by the right line, the item of 
Ibxoaùf tba eldeft fon of him who entertained three angels 
at onci io ìxistent^' 

Yet the infìdels will not confider it, but perfuade 
theokfehres th^ ane the only children of the f^thful Ibra- 
hiur pretefN^ng topra£Ufe,. in I I^no^ not what %ura*« 
tiyc fen&i the life we lead in truth ; (^heating then^elves 
with empty fymbol% whfle w^ enjoy the fubftance. 

But thottj gri^t fucceffor of Ibrahmi and the pro- 
phets» voBchfafe to prsiy for Mahmut, that whilft his 
doty to $hc Grand Signior obliges him to dwell, here in 
the Weil, and to converfe with nonet bat infidels, he may 
ftill retail the faith of the £ail» the. devotion of an If. 
ina^ite, aitd the purity of a true believer ; ftiil crying in 
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his heart even in the templet of the hifid«U» Uiere is but 

one God, and Mahomet hia mefTengev. 

ParU, 5th pf the 9th Moon, of the Year 1649. 



«IBPI 



Xyil.— To the Chiaus Bassa. 

X H£ peace agreed on kft yeir, betmeti die Germant 
and Swedes, is not yet ftdly cftabti(bed and con&niied. 
There has been a ce{ratioR of artns fiuce th»t time, and 
now the Duke of AmaHi, on the enApetop'B'^dey the 
Duke of Vandòrt for the King of -Enaice,- and he of 
Erfktn, for the crown of Swedeknd, aT« met tit Nonm- 
berg, to condude a final ratification of the articfes. 

During this confult, the Swedtfh army orr permitted 
by the emperor's agreement to quarter tip and doim in 
feven circles of the empire, and not to be difcharged till 
all their arrears are paid at the coft of the Germans. It 
IS faid it will amount to three millions -of fequins. This 
war has lafled near thirty years ; in which above throe 
hundred thoufahd men have loft their lives. 

As to the Englifh affairs, the prevailing party there 
have declared that ancient kingdom to be a free ftnte, 
and the monarchy is abolifhed by a public aé^. Nevef- 
thelcfs, after Charles was beheaded, his eldeft fon was 
proclaimed king, both in England and Ireland, by fome 
of the nobles and gentry that were Inends to that royal 
family ; and in Ireland, a certain great doke appeared 
at the head of a numerous army, in behalf of the young 
king^s intéreft, having laid fiegc to the metropoMs of that 
kingdom, whiòh, with one other town, were the only 
Jborig hold^that refifted the king's party. But in the 
8 th moon, the army whkh the \Engliili *ftates had newly 
fent over to that ifl&nd, engaged with the forces of this 



éekef 9!Pidféf*ftìkeiÌkmf klUBng two tbpu&nd men 
on the fpot, and uUnf m^gtkj thoufand prifonersy with 
afl their ammimitkm and baggage. Thit» being fecond- 
ed with other ^i^ories^ in a ihort time reduced that 
kiitj^dom midèr-ti»e ébè^iface 4£ At £ft|^.$ate8. 

In the mean time I hear no pleafing news from th< 
Levant. Veflek daily arrive in the havens of France, 
who cfinficm each- otbcrà rdblioQ« ^ a dreadful naval 
condMft between oor Bciet and that of the Venetians^ 
whcraav they (try». we have kuft: feventy-two galleys, 
threcfisore merdumt veffek^ and ci|{htefsn (hips of war ; 
that» in riiis flgbt^ fis thovfimd five hwidred muflnlmaxis 
have left dm Hvses, «d near ten thoofand were taken 
imfbocn. 

I tdl thee» drèfe are freafe breaches in the navy» 
yiàààìp bdonghig to the lorjd of the fea and land» has 
ftfiiiBiedlio hfelf the epithet of InvinciUe. Thefe are 
blemifliei'iB the cntigiis of high renown» reproaches to 
the empke» vHueh we believe is to fubdue aU nations 
I reEe^ not «i tiie epurafi^e» or condu^ of the captain 
balf» ; ndther am* I willing to hdp forward the ruin of 
É man^ who eanfiot expe^ to be honoured with a veily a , 
fMfdrd» or any other marks pf the fultan's favour, for his 
fervice in this lea campaign» I am natun^y compaffion* 
a^. It » not in my praife I ipeak it i for I believe 
this tendemcfs to be rather, a vice of myconftitutimi) 
than to have any rank in the morals» much lefs to be of 
kin to: the Jandly <}f virtues, I. pity a tx^n fallin^^ into 
difgrace; on whom the weaithsr of the fen^o changes, 
irom which he mud ezpc6l nothing but clouds and 
ftorms. Thofc' tempefts will prove mwe fetal to Eiiii 
titan any that ever toSsd his fleet on the ruflled * ocean* 
Jo aUj^robabifity^ he vrili fuÀr a fl^pwrieek of his ibr- 
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f 
tune, if not of his life $ thensfofe it'is with extivme 
regi*et I tnuft fay th&t whfeh may haftén his foil. 

But I am commanded not to conceal anyinceliig^ce 
that relates to the intcreft of the Sublime Porte, nor to 
fpare the fon of my' mother, lf> I know him guilty of 
Criminal pra^ice».- 

All that I have lo lay to the charge of the hi£z of 
^he fea, is a pWvat« eorrefpom^nce which he holes with 
Cardinal Mazarmi; l?hh I difeovered by the alEibince 
of a dwarf, whom ! have ofmt OMntioficd ia my letters 
to the grandees df the Pcat^ -^I need not repeat to thee 
what I have faid alKsidy tothem^ of the Uvth, educatioa, 
and genius of Ofmin (for fe is the Utàt ijpack. ca&d), 
nor of the method I have put him upon, to wind him? 
felf into the fecret* of the pubàk miaiftc;?»; only. tl|ou 
fnay eft report to thedURaoy that thi&4Ìin9ÌQutinFe:^2gi.^o»- 
ti^ues to purfue his advantages of accefs to the ci^fc^s 
of the French nuniilerB, wbenoof .1 ganrei an acoouot laft 
year, in a letter to Ghiuigi-.Muhamf&et>BaSt« . ^ 

' Thou nmyeil affini: thena aUb» < that<jwhffi^ he wad yf f* 
terday in the chaster of Cardinal Mazmni, he ,i:aft. hiar 
eye on a letter whkji lay open on..t}hc;taMfr, whilft-.^^e 
cardinal was in eameft difcpurfe witk ao e)(^ratrdiaary 
courier fix)m Rome,; .He h^d not apppi^t unity to. read 
more than the fuper£cri|ition, smd a iim^ or two- of the 
inatter^ which contained thefe worc^ : • 
'.• . • ' »■''■• 

< The rndd Commenderà the Humble Shadow of t^e 
f^right St^ of the Sea, BiL'Ai., Captain Badai 

¥ To th9 Moll.Iihiftisms Pfioce of tli^ Kingdom of the 

, Meffiah,^ eiooin^t >«m<H)g the High il^ords, Qf Holy 

• Honour,, the S«Uii&e DireétoT;. of the. People of. Jefus» 

Affiftant to tjic , Chair ' of Sovereign D^nity, the Seat 
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• of* die^ Reman' Ga^pb) Jutio MiiZA«tiiij CardmaU 
and our Fraud 9 may w2lo£e latter day« increafe in 
Ii«}^nef8« 

'^ TuY affezionate later su^d.prefents were delivered 
-IS^e to me, as I lay at anchor with the fleet under my 
lEpmmand, not far from the iiland of Chios ; and, as a 
boffk 43f gay ackuowledgmeat and good-will to thee and 
aM the Naaarenes, I embraced in my arms the noble cap« 
tain, Signior Antonio MarateUiy who had the honour to 
he tmfbad wkfa thfii negotiation. I immediatdy diirob-^ 
ed myfdf, a^ caufed that brave ItaUan, thy meffenger, 
^o he veAed wilh my owb garment, as a pledge of ** 

Before Wtmn tìo^M read farther, the cardinal ap- 
proached the table, and took up the letter,- letting fall 
ibrae words to the courier, by which the dwarf was con- 
firmed in his fu^icion of the bafia's perfidioufnefs, and' 
that this letter newly came from him. He pofted imme- 
dtat^ly to gite me an account of this paflfege ; beHcving 
it to be, as it is, of great import ; for he has a fingular 
regard for thefait»ly, which firft exteiminatcd the Greeks 
ff^m CSénftdntinople» 

l^hoH kiieweft what ufe to make of this inteUigence. 
1 am oot cruelly inclined, but I mud do my duty. The 
reft I refer to thy prudence. 

* I will only advertife thee of one farther remark of Of-^ 
:nHfift wh0> t>y-com^a^ing what he has feen now, with 
a di£$piir£e he once before orer'^heard between Mazari* 
ni and a French nobleman, whilft he lay under the Car*» 
dinal's table ^i^ich I have (nitrted in one of my letters), 
eoitclude», that the^bafia tbtre inentiofied by the lOardN 
4ial; Mna^fhisiame Bilal BaMitf, ^o wns^ 'at the inflance 
«f the janizarie», made^ baifa- o^tlle lea. 

«4 ^ 
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0ime9l fa fcHil an i^gratkoec to the Grand Signsof ^ and 
b vUlanotis a treafen againft tbe empire» whisblisUA the 
firft rank ainong all the ^ohuaioim on earth* 

Park, a^th of tìic 5fth M00&, •ol' t!« Ittàf 1649. ■ ♦ 



XVril— 7i CARA'HAtr, flyjiàan foiheCrandSignior. 

IN^E have had a indbit hot iiftitnc».in thefi» fAftt» with 
ttiick thunder «id lightning». #hich b» doftt «(Aifidesahk 
damage to the faniiera» in buriiin|r ijbràr ìusf and ^oam m 
thair granaries. Complaints arrive hem daly ft»» «tt 
the provinces» that^Hearen haa eonfttincd their harvefts. 
, This the court party interpret as a ja^fineiit.oa'tèiem 
for their rebellions \ oaufing it to be iiidiAfÌQtt% fpread 
about in all compame^» that Heaven is angsy m^kk the m^ 
habitantfi of-Guyeonc^ Bourdcaux» aad other pi4ot»e<% 
for taking up arms this year agaisft akeir iwtxó^* I 
know not how hx tbis cenTaffC. is juftifiaUe ; but it i«y<>l>* 
ferved» that the pefi|>k of th^ r^Miout i^ovvaaas faavt 
leceirad mere.apparaai and ifi«fand>k iajories bftbe 
hghtning» than thofe of other parts* .Ssvend meoÀeìa 
of the parlómieiit <^ Aix were^fbundtleadinitheir bedà^ 
after a tempeftooas night of lightning ;t. and next òà^^ 
the roof of the hoiife whexe they aflemUed fell dovirn» and 
killed fereral. : « : 

In the great church of BQiardeaux> as they were cele- 
brating their mafs^ a ball oi ^re broke in fpom> behind 
t))ye altar» fmote down fiev^ral. images» s^ filling the 
church with^aa intolerable ftinky Hew out at a window^ 
wkbout doing any, farther harm % and a great ba&k of 
mi^ey, . riófed by this cily to pay their foldters» was adi 
ixiotlcdJownby h'ghtningt to the aftoniihaient of thofe 
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«InK&w iir$ S&rk was «tone in tke dcy^lkne» tbe gfttON 
dea of Bourdearux being prefirot. it wonkl* ibe eadftsft 
to tosawBO^ all the mifdùefìi that have been done in ^ofe 
parta» We had ae great harm here» iave that ainoib dl 
the wine in the city was. turned to a kiad of vinegar ii^ 
one n%ht ^ whkh the philofophers attribute to the pc-^ 
enfiar enc!^;y of lightmng, ^hieh plays the dbymift witk 
this liquor» and m a nioment feparates» and drinkf u^ i^ 
▼ifisd fyints^ leaviag only a mortuum cafut behind» 

Tbit leafoa h» been fo hot dmii^ the dog-dayv» chat 
the aor ÌÈ§à£ fitemcd conbuiUye $ and the tery wiadt», 
horn whancewc hekié for re&efhment» were l&e tht. 
bneailli^ef aftovei. 

Aft thioga feeoKd ready to. tdse fii«> a» if tk€ ele^ 
SKOta waited for the grand coniagnition^ heat was tba 
cry every where $ mtm bodie# were Icaldcd with. iate>- 
aal &u3ief ; the (hade (ìof trees affoided no reHef ; the 
fooaaaioe could, noe aUdy their thirft^ adi nature feemed 
to be inn forer» ftady to expire- 
Now thofo Jtrioin» are abated» and we begin to hav* 
foofiy ttomings ; thè astrous air reftorcs mens appetites ; 
abttmbraerofsain hai^ «cwwnwalded the gaping parched 
eaith^aifed pradooed aCeeond faring;, the hu&aadman coow 
foptahinifolf wkh the h&pes of another crop of hay, to re^ 
pair th» ki^ c»f the foanieri which the lightning rolit)€d hfia 
o£ In the mean thaé, the wind» are v^ buly in difrob»^ 
ing the trees, «aad feattering not oi^y their leav^ but alfo- 
the frait that is not galbercd, ort the ground j whereby 
a banquet is prepared for the iiogs in every orchÀrd> who 
cfanm as much right to feed on what lies on the com** 
mon taMe, as their owriers ; ané it is' no unpieafaat mu-' 
fie to heai^ a herd of fwine fet their leeth at work on the 
wittdfeflen' af^es ; at leaft this fpe^de and noife is de» 
Sght&l to me» who have been, without appetite tiM^ 
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tlSpeMneona,- and bfit jttft begm te iccovcrt my ftoanach» 
1 'often ride out of Paris» on purpofi^ to taèc :thc cerna- 
ttf ahf \«4i€rc my bread taftés moi* lajraurtly than in the 
éi^* l^litfrc appears fotnetbing ^ h^milefs and innocent 
ÀI tke faées arid' behaviour of die • nifties» as e£Fe£ku^y. 
relieves my melam^oly ; I cannot difcern in, diem any 
jlgnatures of court craft and viHany ; their conver^on 
ekeers my fpirits ; I love to. hear them tadk of their ru- 
ral affairs ; my eye follows the ploughmen with envy,; 
then I could wifh it had htetì my lot to ihave been bred 
up in fome homely cottage, where I miglit have tended 
oxen» flieep, or afTes ; ail whkh a^ «egukrly accordmg 
to their nature : whereas he that is the fcryant<>f ^rineesy 
h compelled 'to do* many things tcbntirary to. his reafon, 
l^ich is the geeateft unliappinfe^i that can befàl- a msm. 
How fweet is the ileep of the huihttodman i>y night» and 
how void is his mind of embittering -cares by day f he 
nfés ^*th the lark» aiid is as <;heerfal a* that pretty hkò ; 
fainting Aurora with a f(^« or a leffon on his pipe, he 
fiiuffs tip the whokfiome andftagrant d^r of.the mornmg ; 
as he walks over the lands» he beholds, with asdmiration 
and pleafure» the gOded <doads »id tops of raouatai ns ; 
when the fun comes fofth of his tnedochamber in the.:eaft^ 
he fpurs hitnfelf on to his daily labottr» by the eatavf^e 
of that aftive plaraet, ibUowing has work with content 
and jtjfy ; his food is pkafant both ia hts mouth aad his 
belly I hefeek no after pangs throi^h fiitiety; buc^ .well 
fefrefhed and «òuriihed with his homely diet» he Uè» 
down with the lamb» and fleq>s in peace» never dneanoing 
of ftate intrigues» or the pbts of ^e.nughty* Thus he 
pades his life in a circle of delights. 

Tell me, dear Hadi, arc? not thcfe proper objc^ of 
envy to a man in my circumftanees ? or» oaaft thou blame 
S&hmut, who has neither heaith-of. body nor. peace oC 
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noB^ for wifluag4imfdf ÌB(a:Y:ondil«)n.«luch wQukl^»- 
tilk him to botk^ I amcntaagkd io a tbouiìuid fofirea; 
my enykxymtQi is a pcsfe^ nddle^ I muft fty and «ii* 
fay t]i€ fame thingt aa^ftea as oeàifioii reqiùres ; I maft 
tdl an kufidre«i Hesy .{wear «jid forfwQur myfdf «vqry 
koor» if the intereft of the Grand Sigoior be at flake ; I 
iimft be a Mahometan». Chriftiaiu Jew» or aay thing, thai; 
will £eFve a tara ; diiTenible with God and man ; blafpheilAC 
l^e prophets ; curfe ike tme beUevers and' layfgif .toQ^ 
ratlier dian banlk tike caufe I- am engaged in : and y^t» 
aH this whie they will perfuad^ me I am a good mai%» 
.•ad fiiaM go td fxnéiSe ; as if the Mufti's difpenfations 
wtK availabk» to cancel the exprefs pofhive law of God ! 
-Do they tkink toiamufe me with foch timbrages, and 
fend taf muzzled to belly with my eyes open? I tell 
thee, I ha^e a con^ueBoe^ and iiieh a «onfcience as will 
«ot let me 'be at tek in this manner of life^ It were 
better to di^f «kan ^ kve^aaned with & tnatiy prevarica^- 
tiuns* I know not wkal^ to 4o ^mèSt (o many terrors ; 
^f fiselmy-bedydecay apace, ané^ 4iail:eiring towards its 
^fibkition. What wMt' become of me, if I fhould die 
«néertkebnrdea offe many ^ns? What anfwer (hall I 
«be aUe to naàkctollie ttra^nqutfìtors of the grave, the 
aogeb>wkb ftiàU esafiùfie^mè» Who is my God, and Who 
<^ my piSdpkeC:, and What i» my &ith ? the \iarkaefs of 
iiiat region >Qf Éiadows- wi& not be fuficient to bide my 
bluA«s,- aad'tiie eoiùhékón I (hall be in at' £0 prefibg à 
■aial#r • t ' ■•»•••.• 

Att my «onsfiikt i»^ that: IE have yet friends left, to 
whom I may firedy vent my thoughts» and aflc their 
^ounfel. ' ^ ' • > ' 

If thou haib any remains of ^ that friendihip that- bars 
been between wy weigh my cafe thoroughly, and. tell 
«Re whether I am net hfr for ev^, without-a change 'df 

c6 
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]fj^. . ,^tter nw pot» nehher ule tlie aitificet of chnàkf^ 
iapallàtùng mf Crimea» but fearch mf wouods» «ad 
give me t^ ndvice iviUiocit a veS» and MafadBàut ùaSl 
e&cem^tliee the pbffii;iaB'Of4u8.{ÌMil. 

Parn, 24eh of the 9th Moon, of the Tear 1^49. 



XIX.*— Té? Kehan Bassa, Chief Treafirer to his Nigh- 
nefs at Cm/lantho^k. 

If I have not addrefTed to thee b^it» attribute it Uk 
n^y ignorance of thy qu^ty aad p^rfoa.. Aa foon at I 
he^rd of thy a4vancement to this important 4ruft» I re* 
jTolved to falute thee» as be<;omc9. a ibve m my poft» aa4 
to wi(h thec^ all the happineik tJbott .canA defire* Yet# 
when I congrat^late thy rWe, r^mfoabcr I do but wel- 
come t^e to a precipice, a, mejc^ pinnacle pf ;<bf|oiie, 
where diou haft no reafon to expe^ f«P»ir« footing k thft 
blaft of an envious mouth will ^a)(e tbc;e totter.; i^kidk 
breathed in an element fnll of teia^peft» i the % ^^&két9ii 
of a rival may undermine t^ee» or ^e jsifire opf n firowns 
of thy fovereign may caft thee ddwf ; . jL^^^.^ft^ «nf^ i^. 
able to the maliQ^ of the vulgar» s^d.no^.al^jyif ia daivr 
ger of thy own weakneff» the. ipfepanibl^ c<>mpaBÌon of 
humanity* If thqu A^o^ld^ft oi^^^look wi(h 4i^daÌQ ott 
thofe that are beneath tbeei the vaft dJib^K^^. and Wigbl; 
of the profpe6l may make thee giddy ; therefore it will 
be good for thee to have thy eyes alway» |iacc4 oa tby>- 
felf ^ that will prove the bed chart» by whifrh t& ftefi* tby 
courfe through ,tbe rocks and fands which on a|l banda 
threaten the Hfe of a coaxtieft It will not be amifa alfo 
to place before thee the examples of wife men» thy pra* 
decefoi. There ia a greater force in tli^fe, than w tfeiB: 
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bcft eamnSààt btomfe foaiter of !a£k leave» no room for 
dilbiift ;. whereas men «re Bttvn^ jeahm» of ' thofe who 
pvetend to kiibiiék tfaen. We «ft all' Ibod of our own 
rcafon and judgment, and are apt to ftt^ék Inft of fioBtc 
defi^y who iceks to petfinde us, thoogh to xna good : 
befides» there » a fpecies of pride» a punékfo of honour 
in mortaky ^whidi watt hairJty permit «• to yidd fivp- 
fdhres in a conditioo to need another's adviee; whence 
comes the Arabian proverb» which fays, ** A man pro- 
fits more by the fight ^sf an id»t» than by the orations 
of the kamed/' We dll love to make omr own expert» 
menta» and iboncr tmft any fenfe than our ears ; there* 
fere the Lacedemomans canfed. their flaves to be made 
drank in the preftnce of their children, that» from the 
fi|mdidne£i of the fpctecle» they might conceive a ha- 
tred agaizift that vice» which» by aQ the inftrué^iona in 
^e world» diey would never learn to abhor. 

The enmes of fome in thy ibition have more of fobri. 
cty in them» bnt lefii honefty. Wonder not at the ex- 
pacAon, nor acctife me of impudence. I refieét only on 
the virkked ; number not thyfelf among them. 

Thou knoweft it has been an anient cuftom for our 
lenowntd emperors to divert tlìcihfelveé» at ccrtaift times» 
with the fight of' their inefttmable treafury. 1 am no 
ftranger to the ceremonies ufed at ftlch thnes ; one woldd 
thtiik^ tt impoffible» amidft fo much caution» that the 
Grand Signior (hould be defrauded of the leafif part of 
his wealth* I do not fpcak of the chamber of arms» or 
Aofc oth«8 which make up the imperml wardrobe. The 
bulk and weight of thofe rich velvet brocadea» and other 
fi» mCure of gold and filver» difcouragrs the theft. But 
wÌH> oan number the robberies that have been coflRmkted 
aaMmg the jeweled and invaluable rarittes of the myfteri» 
Olia dofet I It haa been found eafy to*^ conceal and tnm^ 
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iport from thence whole beds of éiamonds, a&cl c^tmas of 
pearly undifcoverc^, I wiB not fay iiirfàrpc6:edy at the 
times when Anadcdar-Agaii gives: ^ee kàocips on the 
cabinet of the key«. 

Thefe are hoara of munificence • and royil boiulity, 
when the augull Lord of the Mines is pleafied^to gmtify 
his jQaves with gifts, and make them £cmSkt\t they ferve 
him^ who commands this uppjer moMy and that under- 
neath. . t 

No prince can dilcommend tiiis'domeftic fport of our 
foverdgn, when be makes- his pages fcramble for dia- 
•monds and rubies, fìnce it gives him a tafte of his own 
bumanity ; nothing bei^g itiore agreeable, in o^es on 
this fide of amorous jealòufy, than to let others partake 
^f our pleafur^s : and it is the petmh'ar delight «f kings, 
ibmetimips to lay afide their ftatc and grandeur, to be fa- 
miliar with their attendants, making them their compa«> 
^iotts, or at leaft their proxieSy. in many enjoyments. 

But it is pity this favour (hould be abufed, as it has 
ibeen, in the inftance I mentioned. Them art no ftra% 
ger to the records of the Hafna, wliicb tells' us, that 
•when Gclep Chiaus JBaffa was made chief treafurer, in 
the reign of Sultan Muftapha, the kore of the g&teti- 
•ing jewels had tempted him to. defraud %is maftef to the 
▼sdue of iivc hundred thoufand fequins, which, upon the 
information of three pages, and a diligent fearch. were 
found in his trunks. 

It has been whifpered alfo, that few have enjoyed that 
ofiice, who have not purloined fbmething from the im«- 
pcrial coffers. They fay it is an hereditary theft, deliver- 
ed by tradition from ^one to another ; every Hafhadar- 
bain being advanced to that hohour by the reccmmendsi^ 
-tioii of his pfedeccffor, for the fetvlce he has done hitti 



ia GoanmDg at th«£t pni^ot»» which* ctsflQtrbehid -from 
9Ay of the &KXyi whogìxarà the loyal we^b# ^ • 

Thou canft not blame me fpr putting thee kt nùed-of 
thefe things, in regard I am commaiMled lo wrìle with 
att freedom to the fubHia^ miikiiiers^ whatever condoms 
the intenefl of. our great maftcr. ' 

I have no more to fxyt b«t to defire thgCf in tratif- 
mttliog what ooooey is appointed £i»r. me» to be tirodir 
and punéiually» to fend duplicates by different poftfi» 
that, if one ihould udic»rxff» I may not he at 9| lofs ; for 
there i# Qo predit &ir « muSuhxam i» Fans» -Eliachim 
would fupply me with wh^t may fiiffice a dervlch; but 
k belofige.tp thee to. take ciare that I want not what is 
4requi6ie for an a|p£nl of the. Grasui Signigir. 

Paris, aid of the lOth Mbon, of the Year 1649, 



XX.— T^'Pislr«Lr Hali, Bts Brother. 

A UNWJLi^MGLY oonclndfid o^ laft letter, before I. had 
^^ented half, inty thpugl^t^ on thofe oriental fubj^ds^ fo 
fuU -of inftrudioB -and pkafiiie. Thy JQumal is become ' 
my pocket ^omps^men ; I cariry it with m^ to, the gar^- 
dens and folitudQS» and even to the librariea ^nd churches, 
t^. which laft I am. obliged to^go fomeùmei, that X may 
ayoid fufpicion. 

The Christians, when they enter the «moil delightful 
gardens of Paris, fpend their time, and weary themielves 
ig waUdqg forward and backward ^ they will meafure fe- 
yeral leagues in traverfing.Qne all^y ; which $aki cuifoip, 
thou, k^p wed, is contrary to the pr^ice.o^. the ^aiter^i 
pf^flfle, who love Xp folace themfelve^ in fittÌQg ftdl, un- 
do: the cool fliades, and- feeding their cy^^s w,ith the grate- 
luL ^i^dure «of treesj, th<ir nvfes wkh the fragrant fmel| 
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• 
of herbs and Aòwct-s^ sMlé thcvr eaf» willi tbe prettrf tne* 

lody of the birdè ; aB wèieh ferve «» hel|M te tibeir ccm^ 

téil^|>btioth 

'dàf^ th» urianiter I many times pafe away fome hotm 
in t^e gardens dl thi» city, whereof there ar& gf^^ fìeof 
ty'$ am! when I am doyed with l^ fovementioned pka- 
f«re§^ then 1 t$k§ aivt thy jcditaal, ami fall to reading, 
which wi&ds up my thoughts afrefh, like a wateh tihat k 
dowtl *, tSsiyy it o^ena new fi^iaces of contempbtlbfl» and 
fet^e» as ^ thip&dukmi talifman to bring China» loda, 
and all the eftk into tk« place where I am, §o timely and 
Mfturàf are thy difcdutfesioftbofe parisi > 

When I'anvifi the elMtfehe^Iti fenvesmc iadlead of a 
prayer-book s andy' whiift others are tRbblfftg ovep^iey 
know not what, or at leaft they cane aot what, I offer 
up to God the firft-fruit of my reafon* and knowledge, 
whsebiie has given mc to difHflgnifh' me from afi ftttxa 
of beafts» whether in humaa ihapfc.or not. ^ 

When I go to the libraries, I compare thy journal with 
the writings of others whà treal of the fasié uiatters^ aaé 
find, that thou agf«eft wkh fome, carvtékeft the miftakea 
of others, and m all, (ho weft a gcniiM^ eleitaiCed fd*o«e all 
others of the cofnaAo» hkloi-iaas atid tfa«tMers, wh» feek 
father to attMife the readti- t^itk uncositk Tories, and a4» 
ventures, tkaato inftrua him wkb what is rcft% uftfi^ 
and profitable. 

H&òS' thy jowm^ is become the companfo* of my ibli^ 
tades) the objed of my fttidies> and the ke^ to my de- 
votions abroad ; and it is ntì kfs the diverfton of any re* 
tirement and melancholy at kome. I aÉs a S^^^ adimref 
of^mtfqidty; and therefore an c^ cra|[fT r^k, over* 
grown wkh mofe, stud fai of gaping chafms, i» a mevt 
agtreeaUe fight to me, than the Bowery meadows or ver- 
damt grotcs;^ betaufethc fomcf Isokt 1^ aiidià ctf tkir 
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piioE^tfv^ chito^ wÌMrtQft I Jcflfow ^ bitter Ho be oid)r th^ 
prad«d of the lalft i^i^ 2t. is for itts #ea(òii tbf iwr- 
ntlirc afforzi me io vaft v delight, bceaafe k trtsM of the 
MM^aneml kangdetat add govennbentii 4» the #0114» 
and is aet ftniÌBd with ofaiineras and hìàaii aa moft té^ 
ùmm of thole.ìeeniitnea are^ but giv^ a fioceie and true 
acCoitiit of whatever k c«^ider|blc^ withowt Umùiogxm 
iiDpotinence»! 

Btftabovieafi» lam dd%btcd with that pait wWeh 
relates thy travels in CShma f that vtmottf hmng of h 
i^ft jm extent» io tièh» fo ìpopvkfm^ làe .j>eé^ fe iddiif- 
triòtis^ karfied„ anSftoiilic (befideii the tMtifak;^ ofi thdr 
e»|ièrey #Udi «ÉUioot ift that pebt be mAtched by -mtf 
j^oterÉneat aader «be heanwiié)^ tnàl» uie tsaAvaMWìad^ 
ef tbrfe tbuà|^ (beias ta me of gtotar nmnwat dma aiif 
otbte dnbòvenet #feUMlcfViA 

What tbov" fayeft of-^tfaè CUiefe ktteri- and laonde 
fliòws that thou haft aMuk fiUnc képé&km ivf that bau 
gnage.^ «dd tbf rcanriis jotf the loif £BtceQoil àAd fttWB 
ctf thdr lAigs» tt an acgtuaeit thht thntt art ao Brii^ 
totiwir chvaodag^ whMktakea .'zr< loaty ibDofiltida «JF 
years befine^Naah's flood* . Thou an irery exaé): in «M^ 
nlèvattagithek^iiiiUiètRbiiadb asd «otirta of yiùiUf aa 
aUaiit dcforaM^ fiaDe^cttnadtdbk'.bridfes» tMipies, fà^ 
Iacea» and other ftea^um^ vrkiài krjrtn to giTe the read* 
er a true idea of the magfiificenoe axvd grandeur of thè 
Cfaiilefereàipcroiis^ and of tlie iaganuity of the peofiie» 
whb Icon to excel all otbera in. astts and feitìiecs* In a 
word» ìt ìb evident that thou didft not pafs thy tiase with 
thy arms lidded wUlft thoit wert ift thajb kingdom. And 
I know not how belter to exprefii the^ efteem I hate lor 
thee on accoaat >of the pains ifchoi» haft taken to in&mi 
both ihyfelf and me in tnatters of. fi» great importance» 
than by giving thee oa account of what progtcia the l\at^ 
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^ars have made ill the cooqueft of that enifnte finee tk^ 
^tum to Conftantinople* In my hill:,, i acquainted thee 
vith the eoronatian of the. Taitac hmg at Pektn ; fiaoe 
^ffkàshf <)£her v«fiek are arrived from «thofe partsy whkk 
l>niigian account that the young Tartaiiaii coiu|uètor 
licKin pu/hed forward his viéiorìes ; and marching with aft 
onny into Coeea (which ^ingdomy thoa knoweft, borderà 
on China)) the king of that country made his firi)m^ 
fioDB» and entenng ìuéo a league wkh ZuoeiB» held his 
crown in fee of that . ▼ii^rioos emperor* 

Afterwards he haftened to fubdue the proviaees wHidi 
veniauied uacónquered. Hk' method in >accomplìflìiilg 
ihit gicat work was by fwi&m&vcheB^ like another Akiie« 
aider the Great ; and by faiynig *^ge to the pritic^pd 
dfcy of a psoviiior, whàeh he oever Rifled eilW ixsf- take 
by force» or comp^ed to furreRder,- that^fo they migkt 
cfcape fanuae ; aad^ when this was done^ he took poJTef» 
£on both «£ it and, the whold proviiuee». fummoumg! the 
cities of lefièr note t»foYatider, whid^ 4^y feidom re» 
fulcd after they had behdoahe. aite of thefiifti ^ Thus» 
in a little tttne, he beoaaoe mafterof 9^1 that fpacioat em- 
pire. ■..'•' 

é T'he &me of his fuccsefs^qulckty brought «mmmerable 
, Tartars out of their native country to follow the fortune 
of their emperon To thole he gave the chief offices in 
his army» and continued the Chinefe in the admiutftra* 
tion of civil afiairs ; and» as a token of thetr ftibje^on» 
he commanded all the Chinefe td cut their hair fboft, und 
to; dothc themfi^ves after tko eafhion of the Tartars. 

They pyt a bigh chara^r of this yeuug prince» whcS 
aasidft iomaary fucòeffes aiid triumphs» difeoveranot the 
kaH TaÌB*g]ory» but coataias himH^ within the bounds 
cin virtuous moderation» afetikes «H to -the decrees of 
defb'ny» and is sot ia tkeleaft^wSed up with a^y of hia 
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^rìotts 9i6àon»f vskidi is an argument of a fyitU' truly 
heroic. And yet \Mb prince is an idolater, as are til tiM 
Taitara of that nataoa ; or rather»' tkty sae men of no 
rdigion* wkdck inake» thét mòtah the more sAmMtAt^i 
for» acoorditg «o 4ihe «nlalion of thofe who aune laft 
from China» the Tartars «re a yery tcniperale and cootjifc 
ftent poqple» ahhomiag thi^jc vices which are but too 
ccMovioB in other parts of the world, and from which the 
trac believers ihemfelives are ; apt £ree. They are rigor- 
oody juft alfo» and puniih all manner o£ fnuid.and deceit 
mCh uBmediate death» As for ù^ìr. condoék and con» 
nipe hi the wai^> thm'c is no nation ihrpafics^ than» few 
weth9Ìr,eipaU;.tb!eyi«ire..p«ffianaite loveta of «an a^vi^ 
iiScj %encliiig W>ft ,of thmt time on- horfehack, either iq 
bnofting wild beaft»» or fighting with their enemies.; an4 
ttmhr hoirfcs' m^ th« beft and mbii courageoo» in tho 
worlds . Th^re 19 nothing the Tartars fo much dei^pi^e at 
the SgAmtavY Uh of ftudqnts and l<$8irned men» accpnntr 
ing ithein th^ bprdeo of a ;Q0i«nion wealth, W^y dronesi fit 
pnly to bl^.ibld forflaves ^b^it nten of £ervic^ and meat 
in the wfur^ ih^y have in great efte^in» i^ver failiog to i^e*- 
nr&rd foch with dignities sgid conunands proportiopabl^ 
toth<pir,d^iftt«i»d<^a^pA(^iti^^ Nay, (ucb» i&*t]\c marti^ 
genius of this nation» that the very v^ome^ ri^e to the 
wars MTith the meni and perform exploits above what ia 
€xpe&ed from that foft and deheale' fexs Both-fnen and 
women are habituated frpm their ixifancy to live in tents 
or waggons, there bciug very few cities in all Tartary ; 
there they are iowred to ]^^aggr» cQ)d» thirft» ai^ all tl^ 
methods of a frugal and hai;dy life ^ this Ì4 that which 
renders them excellent fo^iers,,iind a terror t^ al]kthrjPk% 
tions round about them | .thi|k is |h^t..iyhif:h fo. foon. ròr 
duqed all China to their obedjepce, the. Chincfey' among 
^ their virtues and ^cqf mplifi^ncnt«p b^g the moft «(> 
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Amitiftte ftof^ on cirdr. Tim, no dofèf^tdkni faaift ol^ 
lèrved* ^. * •' 

Brother, I i^i4fe tHoe to g» to Ketiecr iSaffim btfa» 
our eountfyiittiny and prcfcDit to hinr thefe cMinrvatiotes 
on the Tartars^ which thom nayeft «affly ^àof hy tnui» 
fcrìbin^ what Is far thy tarn otat of this ktter. He *ni* 
lients his fatha*'» genitti» who, thou knowsft^ w«« one «f 
the greateft htmters i^ aS Arabia, and had a cht ' àéto 
not mueh different hom what I hare hettr givm thee of 
the Tartars. That bafia IriU t^ great ddtght in tfifefii 
inehìolré, a^d WllT think himfelf oUiged tQ'^mke tlMe 
feme ^h^ aethké^lédgmentr Heft^tfsnywÀidgn»!^ 
àftd it K«i m hifpowev to ptooMetlwt. S hMewtk «» 
him àfttidjt and have given hrni $A enconinMi «f Iftf 
Affit^^. I wffl fecònd it with another litter, in wdmet 
lo one I tatnly received front hhn, wherdtf be éefirm « 
fttrtker account of China* I wOt inform Mèi thersfaie 
of feveral paflages ùvH of thy journal. He, tÉé éùtAkf ed 
naake a farther trial of thy knoiirieége, wiU aflt thee fil^ 
teral qtteftions reiating' to thefe nutters ; fd fliak tbott 
have a fair opjKMtUBity of i^Mdering thyfidf ooiif|yieM»i% 
and of gaining} his efteete. Follo# my advice $ take lim 
hj ikt fbrebck, and the event fliril provehappf. 

Paris, 8th of.thc xith Moon, of the Year 1^49. 



XXÌ. — To Kerker IIassan, 

X RECErr^n thy command», and am proud of the honour 
then haft done me in requiring the fmaUeft fervice at my 
hands, ^fpedally one of thfe nature, which 1» an 8t^<* 
ment that my fbriner relation of China was aceeptaeide to 
thee. This I account my hommr and -happtnefs, that I 
have a brother who has made fncfr confidersUe improve- 
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mrnts in ills travdt; fi»* k is to hiat I owc^tlie know* 
ledge I have of <hat country^ and the other paits of tho 
Eaft. As for my coufin Ifouf, he would Heves veucii- 
hh to Cend me a fyHafale relating to his trnvdai though 
he had rambled throughout all Aiia. 

I^defired this ^irour of him in feveral lettcr^r but have 
feceived no anfwer^ fo that I know aot ^whe^«r he he 
dead or alive. My^fiiendft are very backward in writing 
to me ; and» unleft it-be fome of the mini&ers of ftat«| 
who fomedmes honour «ae with a difpateh, though vevy 
rapdy^ I haidly receive a letter from my ^miliar éricndf 
aiBilrTelatbas in tweaty tnooaa» whicb ms^e» n»c^«oiichid<^ 
that abfence of fo kmg -a. date haa ^«te blotl^d me ou| 
fPT their mittdi^ ' ' 

<^ As to^wbat'thbu defisvft. farther to know concevmiig 
dmna, my«brotl»er faysy that empire contains 44c o wall. 
ed'towni andxridbs ; 3000 taftles wd towers- of deftnc^ 
on the frontiers, 'wherein are sdwvtys garrifoilcd ft Bullion 
offerers, -who are relieved at due times^by others of 
equal number. There are a txnUion alfo conftantly kept 
in pay to guard- the governors of proviiKEes> ambaifadors» 
atttd other officers of fiate ; the Emperor of China main- 
taining five imnéied thoufand borile to attend bis p^on^ 
An this is in time of peace. But, upon any revolt or 
invafion, the forces are innumerable. There are in China 
331 bridges, remarkable ^or their ftrength and inagni* 
licence beyond all others in the world ; 2099 mountains ; 
lakes and medicinal fountains 1472 ; 1159 triumphal 
arches and o^er monuments, eicdbed in honour of valiant 
and learned men ; 272 libraries, abounding with all man- 
ner of excellent books ; temples 300,000, and sis many 
priefti, befides the convents of their reh'gious. They 
rettrence 30)6 male faints, and 208 ftmak ; all whicfti 
have temples dedicated to their honour, befides thofe 
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wiiidiareconlecràted'to the Ain» moon, and ftars» fife^ 
«ur^ baitki and water, aod to the heavens» which «:ompre- 
hend allf and to àut celerai ^oé% who i^zle aH, and to 
the Stipreine God, creator of the worlds. In thefe 
te«4»les they eelebrafee the praiArs of their gods and 
Heroes with mufie and fotigs, -incenfe and facrifices ; be- 
heving, that all things which are confpicubus for the eac- 
eellency of their nature, or from which mankind receives 
any general' or extraordinary benefit, ought to be wor- 
fhipped with dmne honoon* -In this they differ not 
from the ancient pagans of Greece and RoaM, who had 
almofi as many gods and goddelTes as tliere were fevcral 
creatures in the world» fo tliat there was no begionii^ 
nor ending, of their fuperftitions ; and the moft iexrii«4 
and contemplativi; of their pviefts fouiid the ceremo^ks 
of their religion to be an inexitncaUe labyrintk» vlKie 
they were often loft. Certainly happy are the faithful 
muiTubnanSi who adore but one God, the fountain of the 
univerjfe^ without entangling themielves in the ahferditiea 
of infidels. 

The Chinefe are great admnrers of thfmfelves, and 
their own nation ; believing, that no people can &i\jid in 
competition with them for learning, wt£dom, - and riches« 
They have a very contemptible idea of all other countries^ 
with their inhabitants, eficeming them either a^ i^ots or 
monfte^s. . . 

Thif conceitedi^efs is owing to thdr ignorance of the 
tefl of the wo44> ^or they feldong^ or jncver travel beyond 
the limits of th^ir own empir<^4 

I could fay a great deal more of this people, but i^ 
wiU be better for thee to heai? it from my brother, whiS 
has been there, and can give thee ample fatisfa^onin 
all thingis, relating to tl>at empiiTe. X have wrote to him 
to go aad ki^ the duft l)efore thy feet. If thou makeil 
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tml of hi» a»b$tieflt. thou wilt find hun kmpnnred by his 
travels, a man fit for bufinefsy and one in whom^thou 
mayeit confide^ . which h a virtue . never enough to be 
prized in. theOs. corrupt times. 

In ti^efe thingp, howjsver» mingle thy own difcretion 
with the kindnefs of a countrymany aad the affe^on of 
a fncnd. 

Paris, 8th of the nth Moon, of the Tear 1649. 



XXII. — To CoRNEZAN, Baja. 

W EKU O^d alive, the events of this year would afford 
him matter for new fi^ions. He would either tell us, 
that the goddcls of love had fet a fpell upon Mars, and 
chamcd Mm into good nature» or, that he had drank fo 
large a draught of Nepenthe, as had made him forget 
his old trade of embroiling mortals in war. However it 
be. Hymen fecms to have the greateft /hare in this year's 
aéUons ; for, inftead of battles and fieges, the Nazarene 
princes have been engaged in encounters of a fofter cha- 
raéker, the gentle affairs of love and marriage. 

Id the firll moon, the new King of Poland, whom 
they call John Caiimir, married the widow of his de- 
ceafed brother : In the ninth, the Prince of Hainault 
efpoufed the Duke of Holftein's daughter ; And the laft 
moon was remarkable for two matches ; one of the King 
of Spain, with Anna Maria, the German Emperor's 
daughter ; the other of the Duke of Mantua with Ifa- 
bella Clara of Auflria. ♦ 

Thefe are all brufhing forward in the crowd of the 
living : they are bufy in augmenting the generations of 
men, whilfl others of as high blood are gone to incrcafe 
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the number of the deadf being enrolled amongft the 
ghoftsy and made denizons in the region of ihadows. 

The Emprefg of Germany died iu the fifth moon ; the 
Duke of Biaganza in the ninth ; the Duchefs of Mo- 
dena in tlie ei|;hth ; and a certain German Prince» whole 
name I have forgot» died in the moon of October. Be- 
fides thefe« death has alfo arreted OiTalmiki» the great 
chancellor of Poland ; Wrangcl, general of the Swedifh 
army ; Frederic, the German ambaflador at Rome ; Fer- 
dinand, Elcdor of Cologne ; and the Viceroy of Bo- 
hemia, who was by his enemies thrown out of a window, 
and his brains dafhed out ; fo that though Mars may 
have fcemcd to lie dormant this year, yet his companion 
in mifchief, old Saturn, has been very adlivc, as tl^e 
aftrologers fay, who attribute all cvepts to the influx of 
the ftars. Some arc alfo of opinion, tl\at the eclipfes of 
the fun and moon, this year, were prefagcs of the death 
of thefe great perfons. They might as well plead, that 
the daily riflng and fctting of thofe luminaries' portended 
all the tragical events that happened on earth ; fmce it 
is not more natural for them to continue unalterably 
moving from caft to well, than It is for them to be ob- 
fcurcd, at certain determined llations, in their journey, 
ty intcrpofitions which happen of courfe. 

We are ftrangers to the chronologies of the Chinefe and 
Indian Gentiles : Neither can any good account be now 
given of the ancient Egyptian and Aflyrian records. 
They run many ages back beyond the common epocha of 
the beginning of the world. 

But the whole fyllem of known hlflory relates but 
two extraordinary or preternatural changes in the courfe 
of the fun during thefe fix thoufand years. 

One, when that luminary flood ftill In the time of 
Jehofhua, general of the Ifraclitcs, to ferve the ends of 
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dcftiny» and prolong the light of the day to a double 
proportion^ till the oppofite army was quite deftroyed, 
and not one of the uncircumcifed could efcape the fwords 
of the viélorìous fons of Jacob. 

That day proved a long night to their antipodes : 
They turned themfelves in their beds, when they had 
outflept the ufual hours of night» and faid in their hearts, 
<' Surely the fun is fallen afleep, or is banqueting with 
the gods of the fea : Perhaps Thetis detains him in her 
embraces, whilft the tritons fallen his (lumbers with their 
fofteft mufic ; or Neptune regales in the palaces of the 
deep." Thus the difconfolate nations argued in their 
chambers ; they were alarmed with fears of unknown 
events. 

Such as dwelt on the borders of the earth, and were 
accuftomed to mark the conftant ebbing and flowing of 
the fea, admired the delay of the ufual tides, and aikedj 
what was become of the moon ? for that planet alfo ftood 
^iQ with the fun. 

The light of their fouls was eclipfed, and their reafon 
laboured under a greater darknefs than that which trou- 
bled their eyes. They were ignorant of the works of 
God ; and knew not that the celefiial orbs flood ftill at 
the conmiand of the fpirit which formed them, even at 
the word of the prophet infpired from above. 

So in the days of Hezekiah^ King of the Jews, tlie 
fun went back in his circuit, and all the frame of Heaven 
was retrograde, to confirm the prophet's good news, 
when he told the fick king, that Fate had prolonged his 
life for fifteen years. This' was in the days of Merodach 
Baladan, the King of Babylon, who fent ambafladors to 
congratulate Hezekiah's miraculous recovery. 

Befides thefe, nothing has happened to the fun, or 
any of the heavenly bodies, beyond the ordinary courfc 
FcL IV. D 
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of Nature. A man may as well prognofticatc, from 
doudy weather, the calamities of emperors and meaner 
men, as from the cclipfes of the fun and moon, fmcc the 
one, as well as the other, obfcures the light of thofc 
heavenly bodies ; and the former quite hides them from 
uSf which Is the greater eclipfe of tlie two. 
, Let us pray Heaven to grant us the continual ufe of 
our fenfes, and not to eclipfe the light of our reafon, and 
we need fear no difafters from the common appearances 
of nature* 

Paris, 7th of the Moon Chaban, of the Year 1649, 



BOOK II. 

LETTER I.— To Mu hammed Eremit, Inhabitant of 
the Prophetic Cave in jiralia the Happy» 

JL ARDON my importunity, if I this once trouble thee 
with an addrcfs of fcruples, begging thy counfel in the 
affairs of my foul. I fecm to myfelf as a traveller loft ia 
a wildcrne£i of doubts and uncertainties, without guide 
or condud. Not that I queftion the truth of our holy 
religion, or miftruft t4ie authority of the Sent of GOD. 
Certainly I revere the Book of Glory, whofe facred ver- 
iicles are tranfcribed om my heart. But there is wanting 
to every man a particular condudl in the intricacies of 
this life. I have not the art of applying the general pre- 
cepts of the law to my owi^ perfonal occaiions and necef- 
iities. Infinite difficulties arife firom my daily affairs. 
My converfatipn with infidels, and the duty I owe my 
great matter, entaagle my confcience. I am embarraffed 
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on all hands ; and, whilft I lludy to conferve purity, I 
find myfelf ftiU defiled. 

I am no heretic, nor in the number of thofe who are 
predcftinatcd to be damned for the injurwus love they 
bear to piali ; injurious, I fay, becaufe it derogates from 
the honour they owe to Omar, Ofnrran, and Ebubecher, 
the true fucccflbr 8 of the apoflle of Ood. 

As I firmly believe the Alcoran, fo I give an entire 
fakh to the Book of Affotiah, tr the Agreement of the 
Wife, with the vmtrogs of the four principal imaums, 
Haniff, Schafi, Melechi, and Hambeli ; and. I am re^n- 
ed to the fentencc of the mufti, as our fathers were of 
old to the oraculous determinations of the Babylonian 
caltphs. I curie the "Kyzilbafchi with as much devotion 
as I pray for the health and felicity of true believers. I 
fpit at the naming of them who deny the chapter of the 
Covering, and the verficles brought down by the Squire 
of Gabriel, in honour of the prophet's wife. I "never 
lifted \rp my hand àgainft any who defcended from the 
divine niefìTcn^r ; and i£ m my paflkm I have ever curT- 
ed a muffulman^ I. took of thè Hull under his feet, and 
laid it en my lips, befoic the ihadow of the fun had ad- 
vanced' a hsitr's breadth ; and fo I hindered the fwift re- 
corder of our words from regiftering the imprecation ; 
for thSat duft, I Befieve» has power to blot out the me- 
iBodc^ of our evil words and «rorks. 

When I meet a Santone, or one of thofe divinely mad, 
I put in pradtìce the lefiTon of Qrchanes, and honduriiig 
the holy. frantici I &fi down aiid adore virtne in that con- 
temptible di^uift. 

I neglcéfc none of the purifications commanded by- our 
holy lawgiver, bm rather add tìiofe that we A^bians 
bate received by tradStbn from our fathers, the fons of 
liamel ; yet; I hope, iti cafe of negle£b, fome indu%encc 
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18 allowable, to a mufluljnairin a country of iafidels. I 
ufe the wafhing of Abded at all times in my chamber, 
where no curious eye can obferve my cleanlinefs, or fuf<* 
picious apprehendon draw concluiions of my being a Ma* 
hometan. But I cannot thus pra£tife the wafhing of Ta- 
harety there being not fuch conveniencies for that pur- 
pofe in Paris as in Conflantinoplc ; yet I am careful to 
fupply this want by other methods ©f purity, otherwife I 
fhould be an abomination to myfelf. There is no necef- 
fity that I fhould frequent the bath, who never touched 
a woman ; yet I often go into the river, taking a boat 
with me for that end, -and cauilng myfelf to be rowed 
half a league from the city, where, in a little bay or 
creek, I wafh my whole body, that I may do fomething 
beyond the obligations of the law, to expiate the invo- 
luntary breaches of my duty : Y^t, after all this, I can- 
not call myfelf clean. 

I pray at the appointed hours ; or, at leaf!,, if the af- 
fairs of my conunifiion hinder me from complying with 
the law as to the exaéi times of the day, I atone for that 
negle£l, by watching the greatefl part of the nighty 
and, to the orifons appointed- by authority, I add fuper- 
uumerary prayers of my own,, to evidence the fincerity 
of my devotion. 

I fail and give alms, according to my ability ; I be- 
ftow much time in reading and meditating qn the Alco* 
ran ; in a word, I do all that my reafbn tells me is n«- 
ceflary to tender me a good mufiulman, and yet I have 
no peace in my mind. Methinks I fee our holy Prophet 
furrowing his brows at me, and darting angry looks from 
. his para(H£e.: He feems to reproach me with uiicleanncfs 
and infideh'ty. By day my imagination troubles me, and 
at night I am terrified with fearful dreams, which makes 
me condlude, that notwithftanding all my obedience to 
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the law, and the ftriéleft care I take to acquit myfelf a 
true bch'erer, yet I am far (hort of my aim ; and therc- 
' fore I fiumber myfelf with thofe with whom God is Óit- 
pleafed. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the horror which this thought 
creates in me. I am overwhelmed fometimes with me- 
lancholy and defpair ; and becaufe I am forced to keep 
my grief to myfelf, without having the privflege of vent- 
ing it to a bofom friend, it is ready to buril my heart. 

This is my condition at certain feafons, which I efleem 
as bad, or worfe than thofe who are doomed to Aaraf ; 
for, as they cannot enjoy the felicities of paradife, fo 
they are fecured from the torments of the damned $ 
whereas, for ought I know, my portion may be in hcU. 
Wik thou know how I redrefs this evil temper of mind, 
aild what method I take to cure my melancholy ì Re- 
ceive it not as flattery when I tell thee thou art my 'phy« 
fician, and the idea of thy innocent life my medicine. 
When I have rolled over ten thoufand thoughts, which 
afford me no eafo or reh'ef, no fooner do I iix my con- 
templation on the folitary of Mount Uriel, but a fudden 
beam of light and comfort glances through my foul. I 
promife myfelf greater fatisfaftion from thy advice, than 
from all the imaums and mollahs of the empire. 

Tell me, therefore, O holy and pious Eremit, how I 
fhall diiiSpate thefe mifts t)f grief and fadnefs which enve. 
lop my mind, and threaten to fuffocate my intelled^. 

If, in this darknefs and confufion, I ihould apply my- 
felf to the difciples of Alhazan for inftniéìion, they will 
puzzle me with intricate niceties ^bout the effence and 
unity of God, whereas I am too much troubled already 
with diftraéling fpeculations. I feek not to dive into that 
which is incomprehenfible, but to be inftru^cd in the 
plain and intelligible way to happinefs. What imports it 
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whether God be good by his goodncfa or by hi» effcncc ? 
Th» k to throw roetaphyfical duft in my cyca, and fo 
leave me in a >!irorfe condition than they found me. 

No better light muft I expeA from the Momfcondc- 
ran ; for, if they are ftria obferver» of the law, fo am I, 
wh^re the precepts are applicable to mf" condition and 
eircumftances : But I want a dirediort in many emer- 
gencies, for which the Alcoran feem$ to liavc made no 
provifion, butleares every, nm) to the.coiidud of his 
own prudence ; and» I muft conf^^fs, I dm-e not trnft 
mine in all cafes of this nature. Befides, inilead of in- 
terpreting to mc, in a plain ftyk, the fiatut^s of the law^ 
tfaey will confouod me wkb high and unintelligible no<- 
tiona of the Divine attributes, which are fiifficieat to 
dazzle the intdlcél of the brighteft fcraphim ; and if 
they coidd once pcrfaade me to ht/Mf3Ìdìf».{ot their fpe« 
edationsy lin^ht in time turn fuch aootfaer reUgious 
fool as was one of their foilowcrSi the poet Namifi, who 
being wrapped in his profound fpeculations of the IX» 
^e unity,, and hearing an imaum pronounce the facred 
£entencc« GOD is one» gave him the Ke» and told him, 
thaj: he multiplied the Divinity in aifigning it any attri- 
bute, though it were only that which expreilèd his uni- 
ty ; for which impudent aSertion he was flayed alive. 

In as bad a condition fhould I be if I a&ed the advice 
of the Muferin, thofe infidds in mafquerade, who, under 
the difguife of muflulmans, deny the being of a God, af-^ 
fcrt all things to come by chance, and live without hope 
or faith of another life : For if this were true, that there 
were no reward or punifhment of good or bad works, I 
would either foon make my way to earthly happinefs, by 
not boggling at any vice that would conduce to that 
end ; or, if I failed in that attempt, I would not tamely 
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wait for a martyrdom from men, but bravely rid myfelf 
of' a life which was attended with notliing but mifcry. 

Almoft as bad as thefe are the Hairet, thofe Maho* 
metan fceptics who dare not trull their own reafon, but 
are ever wavering and irrefolute* If I (hould feek for 
inftrudlion at their hands, they would anfwer me, ** God 
knows bed what I ought to do ;" and fo leave me in the 
fame fufpenfe as I was before. 

Much worfc are, the Guaid, thofe morofc interpreters 
of the law of noercy, who damn a man irrecoverably to 
hell for coomùtting one mortal fin. This is enough to 
drive all mankind to defpair. 

Indeed the mora)s of the Sabin pleafe me» who feem 
to be perfe£l Mahometan^ iloics, afcribing all events to 
dediny, and the influence of the ftars. I could willing- 
ly cmbracs the advice of phllofophcrs who appear fo void 
of paSon ; but I could never joiu with them in adortiig 
the fun, txvooQ, and conftellations of heaven, becaufe the 
Alcoran has exprefsly forbidden it ; and were there no 
fuch prohibition, my own reafon would convince me tbat 
I ought as well to adore the fire for warming me, and 
ferviog my other neccflitics, or the waier for quenching 
ray third, and purifying me, or my own handa'for feed- 
ing me, as to pay thefe divine honours to the celeilial 
bodies, (Ince the one, as well as the other, aél according 
to their nature. 

In a word, of all the innumerable fefts into which the 
mufTulman empire is divided, I cannot expeiSt entire fa- 
tisfaòllon from any ; for, if they appear orthodox in fome 
tenets,^ in others they are manifeflly heretical- Yet I can- 
not but fet a higher value on fome than others, as their 
do£lrihea and pradlices approach nearer to reafon and 
~ truth ; for I am not yet fuch an academic as to aik that 
mock queliion, 'What is truth ì 

»4 
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Doubtlefs our others knew it, and the MeiTenger of 
God was fcnt to dimlge it on earth. But if ignorance, 
f uperftltion and error, have banifhed it from courts and 
cities, let us feek it in the ileferts. Perhaps we may find 
this wanderer among the rocks and woods ; or, it is pof- 
fible, (he has iheltered herfelf in fome den or cave, as 
hoping for greater favour from the wild beafts than from 
the fociety of men. 

If truth be nowhere to be found entire, but has divid- 
ed herfelf among the different rehgions and fefts in the 
world, then, rather than mifs of this divine jewel, I will 
fearch for it in fragments ; and whatfoever is rational and 
pious in any fedt, I will embrace, without concerning 
myfelf in their follies and vices. 

After all, the Munafihi feem to me the only orthodox 
and illuminated of GOD, who, declining the private by- 
ways of fchifmatics, walk in the high road of priftine 
juftice and piety, following the fteps of the ancients, and 
obeying the traditions which know no origin. Among 
thefe thou appeared as another Pythagoras, confirming 
them by thy example in an innocent life ; enduring the 
utmoftfcverities of abftinence,, rather than be guilty of 
Ihedding the blood of thofe creatures which the great 
Lord of all things created to enjoy the herbage of the 
field, and to partake of the common bleffings of Nature 
as well as we. 

To thee, therefore, I have rccourfe, as to an oracle. 
Tell me, O facrcd Sylvian, am I not obliged to obey the 
infpirations of my nature, or better genius, which tells 
me, it is a butcherly and inhuman life to feed on flaagh- 
tered animals ? Did not all thofe who aimed at perfec- 
tion among the primitive difciples of the Prophet abftain 
from murdering the brutes ? It is true, the MeiTenger 
of GOD did not pofitively enjoin abftinence from flefli, 
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yet he recommended it as a divine counfel ; and thofe to 
whom he indulged the liberty of eating it, he tied up to 
certain conditions. Do not all the religious orders preach 
up abftinence, both in their fermons and lives ? I make 
no longer doubt, but the corruption of manners, and vo- 
luptueufnefs of men, are the caufes that this ancient fo- 
briety is now difufed and flighted. My own experience 
confirms me in this opinion, who have often attempted 
to live in abftinence, but, by the force of a voracious ap- 
petite, fufFcred my felf to be carried back to my old in- 
temperance. 

Yet, in eating flefh, I have been precifely careful to 
obferve the prohibitions of our holy Prophet, fo long a» 
it was in my power. I never knoA^ingly tailed of blood, 
nor of any thing ftrangled or knocked down. But it is 
impofllble for me to aflure myfelf of this, or that all the 
flefh I eat was killed in pronouncing that tremendous 
name which gave it life. Neither could I once efcape a 
meceffity of eating fwine^s flefc. 

But I abominate myfelf for this involuntary crime ; 
and, to obviate the like temptation for the future, I will 
tafte of nothing that has breathed the common air, being 
Inclined to believe the Metempfychofis, which, if it be 
tnie, I wifh for no greater happinefs, than that in my 
next change my foul mOj pafs into the body of the ca- 
mel which fhall carry thee to Mecca. 

Piifls, 14th of the i£l Moon, of the Year idjo. ■ 



II. — To MiNEZiM Aluph, Bqfa. 

JVIy intelligence from the Imperial Porte fometimes air- 
rives late, cither through the negle6l of Kifur Dramelec, 
to whom that care is committed^ or through the badneftf 
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ofthexx>3d$y which 'many tiQies are impaflable» befides 
the frequent flops and interceptiooB of the pofts in this 
time of war, which is the reafon I do not always hear of 
the alterations at the feraglio, and the changes that are 
made in the governments of the (hining empire till many 
moons are palfed. Who is exalted, or who made Man* 
foul^ are things to which Mahmut is for a time a great 
ftranger. 

Therefore thou hail no reafon to be offended that I 
am thus late in fending to thee my congratulatory ad-^ 
drefs ; but reft confident» that I wi(h thee increafe of 
kappinefsy like the fprouting of the pahn.> 

As- a mark of my duty and affe&ion, I fhall now ac- 
qosiint thee with news, which, though it may feem 
of fmall import to the divan, yet has ftartled all £u^ 
rope. 

It is the imprifbnment of three of the French princes ;. 
>ivot thofe of the ordinary rank, but brandies of the roy- 
al flem, whofe jiames are not unknown in the feraglio» 
the refidence of fame. They are the Princes of Conde 
and Conti, brothers, and the Duke of Longoeville, hu^ 
band to their fifler. They are the principal fubjeds in. 
this nation ; all three having the majeftic blood of the 
kings of France running in their veins. 

They owe their confinement to Cardinal Mazarini» or 
rather to their own inartificial conduci» The Prince of 
Cpnde is a paffionate man, and has never learned how to 
conceal his refentments. When he firft returned frotxk 
the battle of Lens in Flanders,, whereof I formerly gave 
an account, the infurredion in Paris began. The prince 
blocked up the city, and promifed the cardinal (againU 
whom alone all this florm was raifed), that he would 
cither bring him back in triumph to Paris, or die in the 
attempt. He performed bia word ^ and the cardinal, rode 
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through the flreets of Paris in the fame coach with the 
king^ queeDy and all the royal hlood, after the iiege was 
raifcdy and a peace concluded ; and the prince, when he 
aUghted out of the coach, ^ddrefled himfelf thus tor the 
cardinal : <' Now, Sir, I eftecm myfelf the happiefl man 
in the worid, in that I have been able to perform my 
engagement, in bringring your eminence back to Paris ; 
and that by my prefence, the hatred which the midtttude 
have for your perfon was rcprcflcd whilft we palTed 
through the ftreets.'* 

This too nearly touched the cardinal ; and indeed the 
queen, with all the reft, were fenfible that the prince 
had too far overfliot himfelf in this laft expreflion. How- 
ever, the cardinal replied in a kind of modefty, not 
wholly void of choler and difdain : ** Sir, you have not 
only obliged me to that height, but have done the king- 
dom fo confiderable a fervice in this adion, that I fear 
neither their majellies nor myftlf (hall be ever in a ftate 
to make you anfwerable compenfation.'^ 

Thofe who ftood by and heard thcfe interchangeable 
difcourfes, were apt to interpret the firft for a reproach, 
and the fecond as a menace ; finee it is not ufual for 
great men to overvalue the fervices they do their king 
and country ; and for princes, when they cannot duly 
reward an eminent performance, to turn their gratitude 
into hatred. 

This is certain, that the Prince of Conde has prefunv- 
cd much on the merit of his late fervices ; and it was not 
eafy for the queen or the cardinal to invent fuch acknow- 
ledgments as he expelled ; for he imagined they ought 
to deny him nothing, who liad fo often hazarded his life 
for their intereft. 

It was' on this ground he thought he had a right to 

d6 
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interpofe in a marriage which Mazarini defigned to make 
between one of his nieces and the Duke of Mercoeur. 

This duke is of a family which has been a long time 
at variance with that of the Prince of Conde ; and there- 
fore the prince was jealous, left the cardinal, by the in- 
tended match, (hould fortify his intereft among the 
prince's enemies» and fo be in a condition not to want 
his proteéiion, the only thing he was ambitious of ; for, 
could he have once reduced the cardinal t« this neceifity, 
he himfelf had been abfolute matter at court ; therefore 
he oppofed the match with all vigour and induftry. This 
nettled the cardinal 5 he complains to the queen of the 
prince's unkindnefs ; {he intercedes, and ufes her utmoil 
endeavours to reconcile the prince to this marriage 5 but 
his brother, the Duke of Longueville, had fo pofleflcd 
the prince with a jealoufy of the cardinal's proceedings, 
that no arguments coidd prevail on him, or overcome his 
fixed averfion for Mazarini's defigned alliance with the 
houfe of Vendo fme (fo they call the family from whence 
the Duke of Mercoeur is fprung). He rails at the car- 
dinal, and lampoons him in all companies $ this begets 
ill blood in the fupreme minifter of ftate, who fecretly re- 
folves the prince's ruin. 

In this, his policy and malice exceeded the petty re- 
venges of the prince ; who being of a frank, open heart, 
contented himfelf with railleries and fatirical expreilions, 
whilft the cardinal concealed his anger under the mafk of 
extraordiiiary. civilities ; returning all the contempts of 
the prince, with a refpeéi which feemed to fpeak much 
affedtion and devoir. 

He has been a long time tampering with a fa^on 
which goes by the name of the Frondeurs. Thefe were 
his enemies, not fo much in hatred of his perfon* as out 
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of a zeal to ferve their country, which they imagined wa« 
oppreffed under the conduél of this miniiler. 

Thefe he has lately gained over to his party, by rc- 
prefenting to them the Prince of Conde as the author of 
all thofe evils which they afcribed to himfelf ; whilil at 
the fame time he perfuaded the prince, that they had 
fome defign againf): his perfon. Thus he artificially 
blinded both parties, and engaged them in mutual re- 
venges, privately animating the Frondeurs againft the 
prince, and provoking the prince to feek the ruin of the 
Frondeurs. By this trap the prince was inveigled to 
confent, and give oi-ders for his own Imprifonment, 
whillt he was made to believe the arreil was defigned 
againll his enemies ; and the people were fatisfied, lìnee 
they were perfuaded the faction of the Frondeurs had a 
hand in the plot. 

The 1 8th of the laft moon the three princes were ta- 
ken into cuilody, and fent to a place they call the Caftlc 
of the Wood of Vinciennes, fome leagues from Paris. 
The fame day the queen fent for the Duchefs of Lon- 
gueville to come to her, but the wary duchels would 
not put herfelf into a cage ^ fhe immediately fled in dif- 
guife to a fea town belonging to her hufband. 

It is faid, the Prince of Conde had notice given him 
of his defigned imprifonment, but that he would not e« 
.fcape, projeéling to himfelf fome greater advantages from 
the difcontents of the people (who now behold him as a 
patriot), than from a clandcftineor fugitive liberty. This 
is certain, his coach broke on the road between Paris 
and Vinciennes ; and it is thought his friends might eall- 
ly have refcued him ; for this accident occafioned ia'.ftop 
of fix hours in their journey, time enough to have raifcd 
a thoufand men to his relief, being ouly guarded by fix» 
teen cavaliers. But it feems he courts the cardinal's per* 
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fecutlon, that he may have deeper grounds for revenge. 
I know not whether his policy is juiliiiable or no ; but, 
if I were in his drcumiUnces» I fhould hardly take this 
method to gratify my refentmeots, which ia all probabi- 
lity I (hodd not be m a condition to accompliih till the 
Greek calends, that is, never. 

Paris, 4th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1650. 



III. — To the Reis Effendi, Frinctfal Secretary of the 
Ottoman Empire^ 

X HE devotees among the Franka-talk much of the ju- 
bilee that is to be celebrated this? year at Rome. They 
enrich their fancies with the hopes of I know not what 
fpirilual treafure, which the Roman mufti, or pontiff, 
wiill diflribute among the pilgjrims that refort to Rome, 
during this holy year. 

V This» as I am told, is cekbrated in imitation of the 
febbatical year, formetiy ob£erved by the Jews when they 
pofifcHed the Holy Land. The Hebrew writers, fuch 
as JoCepbu& and others, call that alfb the year of Jubi- 
lee. Theurxabbalifts, like the Pythagoreans, pretended 
%o derive great myfleries from certain numbers ; and the 
number feven was had in particular v)enen^oii by the 
Hebrews : therefore, they kept every feventh day, week, 
smd. year holy» In tlie feventb year it was not lawful to 
till the jground, pkat vineyards, or ibw any feed ; and 
when feven tkieft feves yeaarft were expired, the year of 
jubilee was. proclaimed, being always the Eftieth: they 
proclainDed it by trUt»|iet8 throughout the whole country 
of Paleflxoc, in the fortyHointh year i and the Muezin» 
cried in the gates of their cities and fyn^gogues, at the 
beginning of the jubilee, " Let t^taj man return thift 



Book IL A srr at pari». 87 

year to his own pofleiSon and tribe» whether he be a; 
flare or free. He that has fold his houfes or lands» if he 
was not before able to redeem them» let him this year 
take pofiefiloB of hia -inheritance. He that is become 
another man^s flave» and neither himfelf nor his friends 
can redeem him, let him this year be dtfmiffed» and fent 
home to the family to which he belongs ; for henceforth 
he is free by the indulgence of the law. Let no maor 
fow the ground» nor gather the fruits that grow ci 
themfclvcs this year : but let the earth» as well as ks in« 
habitants» enjoy liberty and reft ; for this* is the year of 
grace and divine bounty/' 

After this manner was the Hebrew jubilee proclaimed 
and.obferved ;► and they fay, from hence arole the cuftom 
among the Chriilians, who in Inany things may be ftylcd 
the Jews apes. But others fay» that the prefent Roman 
jubilee Is derived from the fecuiar games» celebrated by 
their Pagan anceftors^ in regard this w^ renewed C'vcrj 
hundred years at firft» even as thofe games were ; whence 
k was» that the cryer in thofe days» at the indi^on of 
the fecuiar games» faid, '< Come to the plays which no 
man living has yet feen, nor fhall ever fee again." For, 
flnan's H£e being generally fo fliort» they thought it im- 
probable that any mortal ihould live to fee this folem- 
nity repeated. 

The modern -^ jubilee was firft publiflied by Boniface 
IX. bifhop of B-ome» in the year 1300 of the Chnftiana 
hegtra ; at which tfme» he promifed full and entire re- 
miflian of £ns to all who ^lould refort in pilgnnmge to 
Rome that year. After hkti it was celebrated every 
hundred year» according to h» infiatvtion» till the days 
of Clement VI. who» at the inftance of the Roman citi- 
zens» reduced it to every £ftkth year. Then Urban VI^ 
another pope, reduced it to the thirf yMJhird year ; and 
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laftof ally Paul II. contrafted the interval to five-and- 
twenty years ; which fpace of time has been obfervcd by 
all his fucceifors to this ^ay. 

If thou wouldft know the reafon why they have thus 
altered the periods, it is for profit ; for in the year of 
jubilee, there is a vaft conflux of people from all parts 
of Europe, who bring a far greater treafure into the Ro- 
man coffers, than they carry away from that city ; though 
the pope, it is faid, is very liberal of that which they ' 
call the treafure of the church ; which is a certain fund 
of merits and fuperabundant graces, left by the Meffiah 
and his faints in the cuftody of this prelate, to fupply the 
dcfefts and infirmities of finful . men ; and they believe 
it is only in his power to difpofe of this heavenly wealth 
to whom he pleafes. They talk alfo of indulgences and 
pardons, whereby the holy father can redeem men from 
all fin, and the punifhments that are due to it ; and this 
wonderful prerogative, they fay, does not only benefit 
the living, but extends even to the fouls departed, whom 
the pope, according to their perfuafion, can free from 
the torments of purgatory, and at his pleafure admit into 
the gates of paradife. 

We that are muflulmans cannot declaim againft the 
dodfaine of praying for the dead, fince it is praàifed by 
all the faithful 5 neither have we reafon to inveigh againft 
indulgencies, or releafes from penance ; but that the 
power of granting and difpenfing thcfe favours fhould be 
only repofited in the Chriftian mufti, will not accord 
with the faith of a true believer. We know who fwore 
by the hoofs of his fwift and faithful Elborach, which 
in one night carried him a journey of ùx. moons, that 
from thenceforth the key of Aaraf, or the place of pri- 
fons, was committed to him. Doubtlefs the Omnipotent 
can transfer his coxnmilfioas when and to whom he plcafcs. 
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If he once gave this authority of remitting fins to the 
Meifiah, and Peter his lieutenant, does it follow that all 
Peter's fucceffors, the caliphs of Rome, have retained 
this privilege ? There have been many good men in that 
feat, -and not a few wioked ; fome prophets and fome 
magicians ; a catalogue interfperfed with faints, martyrs, 
butchers, and devils. 

But it is evident they forfeited their authority, when 
they declined from the truth, from the unblameable prò- 
fei&on of the divine unity, and refifted the meflenger of 
Heaven, fent to correéi their errors, reform their vice!» 
and reduce mankind to one law of purity and light. 

I write not partially, nor am I embittered againft the 
patriarch of the Romans ; he is a man, like others, fub* 
je6k to the will of deftiny. The Babylonian caliphs, and 
thofe of Egypt, fucceffively enjoyed the fame power, tranf- 
mitced to them from the prophet, who fealed up all the for- 
mer difpenfktions ; yet in time, through-their fins, they for- 
feited their authority, together with their empire, when the 
bright Ofinans conquered all things. Then was the pro- 
phetic ofiBce tranflated to our mufti, the guide of thofe 
who pofiefs the fepidchre of Mahomet ; to him all the 
world ought to have recourfe for folution of their doubts, 
dire^ion in their lives, abfolution from their fins, and 
for the pafipott of immortality, the fefta lequired of all 
that enter the gates of paradife. 

But all mortals are naturally tenacious of whatfocver 
advances their honour and intereft. Kings hug emp- 
ty titles that yield them no profit ; and the Roman bi- 
ftiops arc unwilling to acknowledge themfelves divefted 
of the privileges which were once annexed to that chair of 
Peter : they fhow the keys, tho'fymbols of a power which 
they have loft ; and the credulous Nazarenes believe that 
heaven and bell are opened and flmt at their plcafure, 

3 
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On the eve of the Meffiah's nativity, the prefent pope 
knocked three times with a golden hammer at the gates of 
the principal mofqiie in Rome, which were then opened» to 
flgnify the enfuing year of jubilee ; when the Chriftians 
are perfuaded, that heaven i%open to all that vifit Rome 
in this holy time. 

I wifh thee a h'fe of many jubilees. 

Paris, 9th of the 3d Moqb, of the Year 1 650. 



IV.— fi the Flower of High Dignify^ the Mqfl Magmfi* 

4iftt ViSIER AZEM. 

\\tits I firfl heard the news of the troubles that have 
been at Confbuntinople, the depofitioa of Mahomet, the 
hte Vizier Azem, and the advancement of the Janizar* 
Aga to that dignity, I imagined it had been Caffim Ha^ 
U i but it feema that brave old foldier i» elevated to a 
more lofty ftation ; he has entered the immortal poiTef- 
fions, being tranflated to an high feat ; for I under- 
ftand he has his red in paradlfe. On that hero be the 
mercies of the Supremely Indu^ent ; whUft I torn my- 
felf to thee, his late fuccelTor in that mMitary honour» 
but now the lieutenant of the fhadow of God. I touch 
the earth thrice with my forehead, when I falute thee, 
great prince of the Viziers, in token of my humility and 
reverence, and in remembrance of my original ; that I> 
who am but the produél of duft, a mere worm, may 
not commit an indecenqy, when I addrefs to the bright 
image ©four auguft emperor, who is the type of the fun. 
In fpeaking to perfons of thy immenfe power, I ftrive 
equally to (hun flattery and difrefpeé^ : . endeavouring to 
deport myfelf with an even courfe between thofe two 
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extremes^ as manners ileer between Scylk and Charybdis. 
Thefe are dangerous places in tbe SlcHtan (eas. 

All Europe celebrates thy pralfes, and extols thy 
juftice for releafiug the ambaflador of Venice, imprilbaed 
ia the fourth moon of this year. They hjf fince thy 
aflomption to this important truft, the Ottoman Porte 
is reformed, and grown more civilized ; (for the Franks 
eftecm aU the followers of the prop)iet, who could neither 
wrfte nor read, as baibavians). 

Here i& much taHc abonit the defeat given to our 
ibices la Hungary : The French fp^ire for no encomiums 
QD the BaiTa of Buda, who fought valbniiy till his legs 
were &ot oS» and then caofed himfelf to be carried up, 
and down through the army to encourage his ftddiers.- 
Neither do they diminiih the glory that is due to his fon» 
who received his death in defeadidg his father^ at what 
time the <Aà captain "was taken priibiier. 

But tbey blanu: the conduéi of him who befieged the 
iortof Clifia, in reg^d he undertook it in the wrong 
Ceafon of the year : The defed of a general's judgment, 
io fuck cafes, ia many times ^tal to an army* The 
French ^re the heil in the world at fpying advantages, 
and the mofb dexterous in making ufe of them. Moft 
of their campaigns are fpent in their trenches, or in light 
iklrtni(hes ; feldom hazarding ..• battle, unlefs on fome 
unequal terms to their own intereft ; and then they never 
let flip the opportunity. This commends their policy, but 
is no great argument of their courage ; for true valour 
never regards dangers. 

Adonai the Jew* fends me word^ that the Venetians 
are put in great hopes of accoounodating their afl&Irs 
with the myflerious divan, fince the releafc of their 
bailo ; yet both they and all the Nazarene!; refent high- 
ly the ftrangling of his interpreter. 
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They undcrftand not the meafures of the Sublime 
Porte, full of wifdom and juftice ; and that by the terror 
of fuch examples, the miniflers of the righteous throne 
feck to prevent future wickednefs. 

In thefe Weftem courts, a little gold, or a great 
friend, fhall eafily palliate and procure a .pardon for the 
greateH crimes. Their procefies here are flow in the 
execution of juftice ; being ftrangers to the impetuous 
orders and fwift performance praélifed in the £afi. Be- 
fides, this interpreter fported himfelf to death by the 
Hcentioufnefs of his tongue. He delighted to play upon 
majefty, and. with an infolent lafcinoufnefs of fpeeph, to 
deceive him whofe high, fublime^ and remote intefleft 
ufes -no other expreffions of his wrath but the liands of 
his mutes* It does not become the emperor of the 
world to be profufe in words, as the Chriftian princes 
are, who take great pains to fatisfy their vafials of the 
jttftice of their proceedings. They cannot condemn the 
wicked without a formal pròcefs, wherein, various wits 
fhow their ikill in canvafling the caufe, which, upon fin- 
cere evidence, may be decided in two words. This is 
the mafquerade of Chriftian juftice, a mere trap for gojd, 
the fccret of the Weftern lawyers, who enrich themfelves 
at the price of other men's foUy, and to the difgrace of 
the monarch who there pretends to command. , 

Should thofe men of law fee this letter, and know who 
wrote it, how would they not circumcife and flay the 
minuteft dafli of my pen to find arguments of revenge 
againft a muflulman ? 

• All men are full of themfelves, and their own prin- 
ciples ; and the Nazarenes of the Weft are fo brimming 
with them, that there is no room left for inftruélfon or 
amendment. LiKe the Chinefcs they boaft of their own 
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fclence and 'wifdoniy reputing all the reft of the world 
ignorant and blind. ' 

They are fo narrow in their tenets, fo dogmatical ia 
their decifions, and fo conceited of all, that it is difficult 
for a man, who has converfed in a freer air, to frame 
himfelf to their rules* 

By what I have (aid thou mayed determine, that it is 
no eafy taik for an Arabian natire, bred in the feraglio, 
to conform himfelf adroit to the humours and fafhions of 
France; yet I curb all the natural propeniions of my 
birth, Uood, and education, as much as in me lies, that 
I may ferve the Grand Signior. I am incognito in all 
refpeéis, £ive thofe wherein I cannot be hid ; and I 
would change my made a hundred times over, rather than 
fail of my ends. 

What can I fay more to him who only values a Have 
for his deeds. 

I turn not my back on thee, fublime idea of abfolute 
power ; but, retiring after the raofl reipeétful manner of 
the £aft, I make a thou&nd obeiiances, till the antiport 
has covered me from thy illuftnous prefencc. 

Piris, z7th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1650, 



v.— -7i StBRBC Al* Gikawn, ChUf Page of the 
Treafury. 

1 Hov wilt have reafon to wonder at a man pretending 
acquaintance with thee, whom thou canft not remember 
to have feen. It is from my brother Péfteli Hali , thy 
former mailer, I received the news of thy late prefer- 
ment, who art thyfelf but early in years ; yet no time is 
unfealbnable to a man mature in virtue and wifdom. 
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, I knew thee an infant in the arms, of thy indther, the 
widow of an Arabian foldier, who ferved my brother in the 
wars of Pcrfia. There appeared then f^ich cvi^Sent fymp- 
toms of thy future wit and d«x*eiity, as prompted thy 
father^» captain to take tliee into his prote£!fcion and care ; 
and thy mother by her charms foon found a way to his 
bofom, 

1 write not tliefi thing« to pep»oQch thee with the 
m^moefs of thy iHrth s Thy merits equal thee with tliofe 
who are bm*n of nobles. It i& not the - cuponi of the 
Eaft to prefer me» for their parentage, or beca«fe they 
can (how the dudy ftatues of their anceftors. Thk is 
the peculiar ó^erfight of the infidels, to give that honour 
to names, and men of a noify deA^ent, which is only due 
to virtue. There are families in Rome at this day who 
boaft of their pedigrees, and that they fpring from the 
renowned heroes that are recorded in the hiftories of 
that empire : But they glory in their (bame, fince they 
arc quite degenerated from the brave qualities which ea- 
noblcd tlieir progenitors, and by their fordid aékions are 
become a daily fub5e6^ for the defcants of Pdfquil. This 
is an image in a certain publig place in Rome, to which 
in the night-time they affix the libels which they dare 
not own ; a kind of dumb fatire on the vices of the 
grandees, not fparing even the chief mufti of the Chri- 
ftians, if he is guilty of any follies which merit to come 
within the verge of a lampoon. 

It was no coiftemptible jeft which was in this manner 
pat upon the prefcnt pope» and one of his liephews, at 
the latter end of the lail ytsxPi It feems the good old 
father had advanced this fpark from a poor ignorant 
tailor to the dignity of a Roman barony beftowtog on 
him offices which brought htm a revenue fufficiieiit to 
maintain his title and porte. All the ancient nobility 
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were difgufted at this ; and fomc arch wag was fet at 
work to ridicule the pope's condud, and the new baron's 
honour. Wherefore, on the day which the Nazarcnes 
celebrate with great folemnity for the birth-day of Jefu^ 
the fon of Maiy, early in the morning the fore-men- 
tioned image, Pafquil, was obferved to be apparelled all 
in rags, and a very nafty habit, with a fchedule of paper 
in his hand, w^herein was writ, ** How now, Pafquil ; 
what ! all in rags on a Chriltmas-day ?" (for fo they call 
the nativity of their Mefllas) — And underneath was in- 
fcribed this anfwer : ** Alas, I cannot help it, for my 
TAILOR is become a LORD." 

Yet notwithftanding the obfcunty of tbis man's birth, 
and the meannefs of his former trade, he became an emi- 
nent ftatefman after the pope had exalted him to that 
dignity ; and lived with an unblemished reputation, whilft 
he faw all, or mod of the ancient nobility Pafquilled 
every day for their effeminate vices. 

By what i have faid, thou maycfl be afiured, that I 
have not the lefs elleem for thee, becaufe thou wall not 
the fon of a baffa ; fince, had thy father lived, his for* 
tune and courage might have promoted him t© that 
honour, or a command equal to it ; and thou thyfelf art 
in a fair way to fupply fome future vacancy in thofe 
great charges of the empire. 

I have no news at prefent to fend thee, fave that the 
three French princes, of whofc imprifonment I gave an 
account to Minezim Aluph, are removed by Cardinal 
Mazarini's order from the calile of Vinciennes, to a fea- 
town called Havre de. Grace, for fear they (hould be. 
refcucd by Marlhal Turenne, who is much devoted to 
their intereft. The Princcfs of 0>nde is retired to Bour- 
dcaux, a city at this time in arms againft the king. 
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having alfo with her the young Duke of Enguien her 
fon. ^ 

The Marfhal de la Meilleray is. gone with his army to 
beflege this place ; and it is faid, the king will foon fol- 
low with the whole court. All things feem to portend 
another relapfe of this fiate into the old diforders. 

But this is not of fo near a concern to us that are 
muflulmans, as the quarrels that I hear are broached be- 
tween the janizaries and fpahis. They fay, thè whole 
Ottoman empire is warped this way and that way into 
contrary faélions ; and that the feraglio itfelf is full of 
different cabals, oa the account of thefe military orders. 
It alHids me with extreme grief, to receive nothing but 
fad news from the Porte, which is, or at leail ought to 
be, a fountain of joy to the whole earth. I pray Heavea 
avert the omen ! for it looks with an ill prefage, whea 
the champions of the divine unity are thus divided againil 
themfelves. 

If thou wilt take my advice, enter not thyfelf into the 
fecret of either party, but, poifmg thy afFedioni with 
prudence, fland neuter to all things but the Grand Sig- 
nioi's intereft. In that be as zealous as thou canil. As 
for the refi, wait the decrees of deftiny. 

Paris, 29th ó£ the 5 th Mooa, of the Year 1650. 



VI. — To the Kaimacham.- 

VTRAPHUL Eben Shahenshah the Arabian philofo- 
pher has faid it, and every man's experience confirms it, 
that no human care can prevent the accomf^ifhment of 
what Heaven has decreed. There are certain moments 
of our lives wherein fate dehghts to mock our wit and 
prudence, to baffle our ftriftefl caution, and ridicule all 
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onr condttót»' that we may learn the lefibn of refignation, 
and not traft too much to ourfelves. 

When I firft faluted the bght of this morning fun, my 
fpirits were ferene and joyful : No melancholy dreamt 
had left their black impreffion on tny mind, no fadden- 
ing thoughts poiTefied my foul ; I awaked cheerful and 
fprightly as the lark. After I hsid adored the Omnipo** 
tent, and performed my accuftomed holy things, 1 be* 
gao to refleél on my own happinefs, in that I had fo 
many years ferred the Sublime Porte in this flation, fuH 
of difficulties and perfls, yet by no misfortune had even 
betrayed the leaft fccret of my commifiion. It pleafed 
me to think I ftill pofled for Titus of Moldavia among 
the French, who are the moft apprehenfive people in the 
world ; and even in the opinion of Cardinal Mazarini, 
who, like Janus, has more eyes than two. I embraced 
myfclf (if I may fo fpeak), in the conceit of my good 
fuccefs ; concluding I was bom under fortunate ftars, 
and that no difafter could ever hurt me. 

But I took Wfon^ meafttres of the wayd of deftrny, 
which are as untraceable as l%e mines ; for before mid- 
day my fun was eclipfed, the air of my foul ruiHed 
with ftorms, and all my joy turned to mourning and 
fadnefs. *' 

Wilt thou know the occaffion of my grief ? It was this : 
In the year 1645, according to the ftile of the Naza-. 
lenes, I received fome particular inflrùftions from the 
then Vifier Azem, putting me in mind of the hazards I 
run in this poll, and giving mc ftrid charge to teftow all 
my letters in a fccure place, whether the tranfcripts of 
thofe I wi*ite to- the miniftcrs' of the Porte (foi* I always 
retained a* copy <5f the original); or the (H^atcbes I re- 
ceive from' thtnce. 
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That miiiiller was afraid, left I might fome time or 
other be difcovered, and confequeatly that my chamber 
would be fearched. Therefore, obeying his hint, I im- 
mediately carried all my writing» to Eliachim the jew ; 
knowing his houfe to be free from any jealoufy of the 
fiate, and that the moft important fecrcts in th© world 
might be there an age unrcvealed. 

The letters of my writing were enclofed in one box, 
and thofe which I received from the Invincible Porte in 
another. And this was my conftant cuftom from that 
time ; as often as I writ to the miniftcrs of the divan, or 
had perufed the difpatches which came from them, I 
difpofcd of both in their proper places, leaving all to the 
care of Eliachim. 

But neither his caution* nor mine were fufficient« to 
pre;ent the refolves of Heaven : It was determined 
above that we fhould lofc ;fome of thcfe papers. Elia- 
chim came to me to-day, before the hour of Ulanamifi, 
all in paflion, altonifhed, raving and fiaring like a mad- 
man. As foon as he entered my chamber, he tore his 
inier veft, which was of crimfon filk, fringed round with 
gold, and cryed, We are undone, betrayed, and ruined. 
» I prefcntly thought of my writings ; and aflced him 
wfiether they were fafe. In a word» he told me he had 
loll the box, which contained the letters fent from the 
minillers of the Porte to iiic, and that his (lave, a negro, 
whom he. kept in his houfc^^was miffing. Thou raavfft 
imagine, iage minifter, that this news put me into no 
{:iKfp. confufion. I prefently fufpeéled that .ibis villain 
of a negro had got the writings, and was gone to Cardi- 
nal Mazarini with them : But then recollecting with ♦ 
cooler thoughts, that this African underftood not Ara- 
bic, in which language d^one Eliachim and I ufcd to 
converfe, and that confequeutly he never could know 
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our affairs, ór read the letters, which might tempt him 
to fuch a treafon, I was. at. a lofs what to think of it. 
Neither am I better fatisfied now, though I Ml^e rumi- 
nated on it thcfe twelve hour» ; only I thinkj*5f Cardinal 
Mazarini has thefe papers in his cuftody, he would have 
given orders before this time to feize the fuppofed Titu» 
of Moldavia, for fome of thefe letters take notice of my 
having afTumed that name. But I cannot perceive any 
attempt has been made in that kind, or that any body 
has been to inquire for me at my lodgings ; for I fee 
fpies to obferve, as foon as I departed thence with £lia- 
chim, which was about noon. We are now together m 
a friend's houfe, where we (hall continue tiU we hear 
farther of this event. As yet we are in the dark, and 
full of fears ; but time, which brings all things to fight, 
will convince us what we have to truft to. 
- In the mean while, there is little news fave a difcourfe 
of a certain convention at Nuremberg, and the great ju- 
bilee which is celebrated at Rome, where they fay the 
Chriftianà chief mufti, the week before their Beiram, or 
Eafter, waftied the feet of twelve pilgrims j and that 
Cardinal Ludovifio entertained nine thoufand of thefe de- 
votees at once with a very magnificent feaft. They fay 
alfo, that the pope will get this year two millions of fe« 
quins, by the rcfort o" pilgrims to that city. 

The king of Denmark's refident at this court has re- 
ceived a letter, which certifies him that his mailer has 
declared Prince Chriftian his fon fucceflbr in the throne. 

They talk alfo of 9 marriage lately folemnized between 
Charles, a German count, and Charlotte, fifter to the 
Landgrave of Heffe-Caflcl. 

But that which moft takes tip mens ears, and employs 
their tongues and' thoughts, are the civil wars of this 
kingdom, which is all in a flamci by occafion of the im« 
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prifoament of tbe Prince of Coode and his brothers. 
The citizens of Paris are very jocund at the repeated 
news of i^ king's ill fuccefs, for ^they wifti not well to 
his arms, whilft employed againfl the malcontents. 

niuftrious old grandee, I wifh thee the years of Nef« 
tor, and thofe calculated by full moons of proiperity i 
but I pray Heaven aveit &om thee fome of his moments, 
wherein they fay he was tormented with the gout, as I 
am at this inftant. It is a pain hardly to be fupportcd. 

Paris, xtth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1^50. 



VII. — To the fame. 

By the God whom I adere, and by his ffiadow, I fwcar 
there is no difloyalty in Mahmut, yet his life is fuU of 
temptations, and perils. The box of letters I mentioned 
in my laft^ w irrecoverably gone, and laid up in the bow** 
^Is of the e^rth^ if we may believe the confeflion of S| 
man, every angle of whole heart has been fearched with 
exquiUte toriiients, even to death» 

Eliachim's flave, the negro whom I fpokc o^ miftook 
that box for one very like it, out of vpfaich he had often 
feen his mafter take jewels; for this is thf particular 
merchandife of that Jew ; and the weight of each waa 
not fo unequal as to rediify bis error. Lucre tempted 
him, and the defire of liberty ; whilft the darkncfs (for 
he conunitted the villany before iun-nfipg), and his owa 
guilty fc^s, confpired to baffle his intended theft. The 
boxes ftood together (Co careful was Tyh'achim of the fu- 
blime fecrets, as not to venture them in a pl^ce left fe* 
cure than that of his. jewels), and the viBain* hafty to be 
gone, and confbund$;d for want of %lit, took up thxb 
wherein were the writipg^^ ii^ead of his deAgn«d piC7» 
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the jewels. He went dircftly into the fields, ptitpofing 
to bury this fuppofed treafure in the earth, in fome pri- 
irate place, where he tnrght take it forth at difcrction ; 
but firft opening the box to fupply himfdf with fuck 
ftonea as he thought would be unqueftioilable pawns for 
money, to anfwer hi» prefent ncceifities, that fo he might 
the better proTide fof his cónócaìment, he was aftonifhcd, 
and his heart beeatne like lead, when he found nothing 
but papers full of chara^rs to which he was wholly a 
ftranger. A ihoufand reft^tions prefented themfdves 
to him in that agony of his mind, and he knew not whstt 
io fix on. Sometimes he thought to carry the box back 
Bgain, as he found it ; and fmce his defign had been thUs 
ftraftgely batllked, to content himfclf till another oppor- 
tunity ;. but then he confidered it was too late to return» 
before his maflcr would mifs both his flave and box ; for 
the fun was now far advanced in our hemifphcre, and 
Eliachim is an early rifer. In a word, therefore, he 
thought it the fafeft way to bury it in the ground, as he 
firfl intended, had it been the box of jewels, and fo fhifi: 
for kimfelf ; propofing to himfelf this advantage in hiding 
the papers in a feenre place, that if they were of value, 
he might at any time make compofitioit with his mafter, 
by difcovcrlng where they were. 

All that I have here related is drawn from his own- 
mouth, ' in the midd of tortures ; for Eliachim foon 
heard of his fugitive negro, who was feiaScd on the road 
to Lyons by fome correfpondents of this Jew ; who, hav- 
^ing intelligence of it,, took' horfc immediately, and went 
to the place. He did not think it fafe to make a public 
bufinefs of it, or to arraign him before the appointed 
judges of the country ; but, relying on the juftice of his 
caufe^ and ths right of a mafter, he privately put him to 
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tortures of divers kinds^ in a houfe where he could cpxn- 
mand any thing. 

The flout African at firft denied that he had meddled 
with any box, faying, he efcaped purely for the fake of 
liberty. But when a fucceffion of divers torments had 
quite overthrown his conftancy, he confeffed all that I 
have aheady related. Eliachim ^^ilill fufpeó^ing worfe, 
and that he only, framed this as a plauiible ftory, to be 
freed from, or at leafi to refpite the pains he fufFered, 
caufed (harp thorns to be thruft under the nails of his 
fingers and toes, believing that the extremity of fo fenfi- 
ble a pain would extort the true fecret from him ; but 
he could get' nothing elfe from the poor excruciated ne- 
gro, though now almoft ready to expire, than that he 
had hid the box under ground, in a certain corner of a 
field out of the city, to which he knew not how to di- 
reni Eliachim, but promifed to {how it him, if he would 
carry him alive to Pan's. 

This was tie hard tailc to perform, in the opinion of 
the Jew, it being but a day's journey to this city from 
the place where they then were ; but he was deceived in 
his hopes, and now all the applications and cordials they 
could ufe came too late, for that vtry night the negro 
Éreathed out his foul. 

.. However, when Eliachim came to Paris, he followed 
the diredlions of his dead Have as well as he could, in 
fearching every corner of the fields on that fide of the 
city where this black had been feen to go out, but all to 
no purpofe. He could find nothing ; nor have ffc any 
hopes ever to fee that box again. Yet I have many 
qualms of fear, left fome time or other it (hould come 
to h'ght, to our difadvantage and ruin. 

I defire thy inftruélion, fage governor of the capital 
city, how I (hall deport myfclf If it be my lot to be dif- 
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covered. As to the remaining box, which had m it the 
tranfcrìpts of my own difpatches, I have taken it home 
to my lodging, believing it will be as fafe here as in the 
houfe of Eliacirim ; (ince that faithful Jew is no more 
exempted from contingencies than myfelf , and I have no 
fervant to betray me. 

This kingdom abounds at prefent in treafons and re« 
beUions. The French fpare not to malTacre one another 
for the fake of a paffion ; while the Spaniards make their 
advantages of their inteftine feuds ; for under pretence of 
affifUng the princes of the blood, they get footing in Pi« 
cardy, from whence it will not be eafy to expel them. 
Leopold Archduke of Auftria, is at the head of the 
Spanifh army, and has taken feversd towns belonging to 
the French king. 

When- the quarrels of thefe infidels wfll end, I am fiot 
folicitous ; my thoughts being ever taken up in the ler^^ 
vice which I owe to the empire of true believers. 

I cannot bid thee adieu, illuftrious Kaimacham, unti) 
I have affured thee, I am macerated with zeal for th* 
Grand Signior. 

Paris, i^d of the 9th Moon, of die Year 1650. 



VIIL — To SoLYMAN KusLiR AcA, PHfice of the Black 
Eunuchs* 

Aftir I had pcrufed thy difpatch, wherewith thou- 
had honoured thy (lave Mahmut ; as I was full of joy 
for the . continued demonflrations of thy friendfhip and 
pioteé^ion, fo my breail conceived an indignation at the 
affront which has been offered to the Sublime Porte by 
the Cham of the Tartars, in prefuming to demand the 
tutelage of our auguft emperor. It is an indignity ta 
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the miniftars of fiiprcoie juftke and hooouir, lights of tbc 
impcridl divao, to whom is committed the cognisance of 
^ h^man evt^nts ; the flluftrious vifiers, in^ho manage the 
«Siirsof the mighty and invincible Sulta» Mahomet» who£e 
^rone may Gpd fortify» till the vao^tn ihaU no inore 
appear in the heavens. 

Thofe people h^ite been ever thirfty of rule» and it is 
numbered among |hc virtues of their anceftors» that they 
i enlarged their dominions by the keen edge of their 
{words ; but in all the regifters and archives of the em- 
pire» it has 9Pt been found that any of that natioa chal* 
h^ng^d a right to govern our fMhana» though dmag their 
«jiicf^y* It is fujicient» that they ihall hav^ the bo« 
«our (according to the ancient capitulations) to fucceed 
in the throne of the Ofman princes» if ever that facrcd 
line ibould be ei(tin^» which God av^rt» till the fioal 
c^pp^mation. 

It is a wonder they demanded not sJ(b his royal bro* 
fl^if, the other foas of. Sultan Ibrahim, that fo they 
^^ht at on^ Uqw cut off the whole Ofman race» and 
take poffef&on of the vacant throne. 

I have not heard any thing thefe many moons what is 
become of thefe high-born infants, whether they are 
àHve, or fe e rificc d to the jeabi^y of the S«ka% m hm 
l^ee» the cuftom. Here are various flying reports con* 
cerning them. Some fay, that thou haft conveyed away 
Sultan Achmet, and that he is privately educated in the 
'kou£e of a certain Georgian. The blefiing of Mahomet 
be upon thee» and refre(h thy heart» if thou haft taken 
this care to pre&rve the life of an Ofman prince» which 
is^ more precious than an hundred thou&nd of common 

birth. 

As for Solyman, and the reft of that fublimc race, 

^he French give them over for loft j and I cannot con- 



Bookll. ASFTATFARIS. TOJ 

&a£6l them for want of due iateUxgence. Befidea, I 
kaire reafoa to fear it is too trur^. ia regard k lias becA 
the crtie^pva£kice of all» or moft of [oor^late ettoperota^ 
ckfaer to Ibughter their brethren, as foon^a théf aketiò- 
ed tbe throne^ or to put them to a more, lingering' defttii 
and martyrdom in a piofon» 

It is true, indeed, cmr prefent- fovereign is not yet ar- 
med to thofe years wherein children comjaonly lofe their 
fiative innocence. I believe he fufpeds none of hia hr^ 
^ren, nor harbours any nnkksd thoughts againft fehearMveCi 
Yet cruelty may be infìnoated into his tender years>by 
the artifices of his motlier, efpccially agaiaft thofe of 
his father's bkod, th^ did' not alfo part^LC of her'» ; 
for Sultan Ibrahim, thou kno weft, had children by other 
women befidea the' Sultana Valede.. 

The MaTtefe think they have one of thefé royd inlaiits 
ia their pofieifion. Thou knoweft die whole ftory <rf thy 
prcdeceflbr's voyage toward Egypt, with his beautiful 
flave and her fon, whom thefe infidels, honour as the off- 
^rmg-of the Grand Signior. Thou art not ignorant, 
alfo, that this ^infant; with his mother, were banished 
out of jealoufy, by the order of her who bore in her 
womb Sultan Makomety our glbridus fbvereign ; the re^ 
membrance of which makes me tremble §or the fake ci 
the young prince^- if there be any yet remaining alive. 
It ia in thy power to certify me, and, in doing* fo^ tbon 
wilt rid me of much adseiety. 

lam but a flave of the flawes who ferve the Gfknd 
Signior ; and it I» not decent for- me to defcant dn t^ 
actions of our mofi: abfolute monarch, . whofe wifi is net 
to be controuled^; but I am AàQ a man^ and hare fi^me 
(hare of humanity and realbn* Thoa alfo art my part^ 
eular fri^d^ and wih permit me to difcourfe with he^ 
ton.. Wne it not a- bloody feaft, to which ouJrkmg*ÌB. 

^5> 



J06 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. IV. 

great-grandfather, Mahomet III. invked nineteen- of hi» 
brethren on the day -of his inauguration j Was it not a 
cruel 2L&.f to caufe thefe royal guefts, in whofe veins ran 
the blood of his own father, to be firangled before they 
departed from his table ? No lefs inhuman was it of Maho- 
met, the late Vifier Azem, to guide the hand of this our 
prefent fovereign, en hut fix years old, and incapable 
of knowing what he did, to (ign a warrant for the exe» 
cution of his father. Well may the ^Nazarenes call us 
barbarians, when they contemplate the empire of the 
muffulmans, fupported by fuch unnatural methods. 

Thou that haft the fuperfcitive honour of being the 
immediate guardian of our young emperor, wilt pardon 
the liberty I take ; afcribe all to the force of my zeal 
and loyalty. Thou art valiant and wife. Protect thy 
charge as the cryftal of thine eyes, whidi thou wilt not 
fufFer to be hurt by the duft of the ftreets. 

Paris, 14th of the lOth Moon, of the Year 1650. 



IX. — To Dgnet Oglou. 

JN OTW IT H STANDING all my philofophy, F have not 
command enough of my pailion to conceal it from thee, 
who haft always been the partaker of my unequal for- 
tunes. Whatever magnanimity of fpirit I pretended to 
formerly in my ficknefs, it is at prefent overcome by the 
deiire of eafe. At that time, I remember fome ftoical 
confiderations made me ii^duftrioufly hide from thee the 
tormenting pains I felt. I endeavoured to difguife my 
fuffierings, and to paint my mifefy in fuch colours, that 
it could hardly ^e dlftinguifhed from happinefs. But 
now I have not courage enough to hide from thee my 
Jtars apd apprehenfions f and sdl Seneca^s morals are too 
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little to hinder me from complaining of the uncertainty 
that we daily experience in human affairs. This is a 
theme fo popular, that, were not my particular misfor- 
tunes very prefling, it would make me fiek to fay any 
thing on a fuhje6iy that has been in every man's mouth 
iinc^ the time that our firft father appeared aiQong the 
trees. Therefore thou mayeft be afiured» I am npt. go- 
ing about to make a declamation» or play the orator, to 
expatiate and make large . defcants on the indability of 
all things. . What I have lo fay refers to myfelf and no 
body elfe, fave to thofe who are the occafibn of my 
melancholy. 

In the tenth moon of the lad year, I fent a letter ta 
Kenan BalTa, the new Hafnadar Baffa. I have a copy 
of it by me, as I always retain of whatever difpatches I 
fend to the Sublime Porte, whethet to the public mini^ 
fters or my private friends. . 

I have perufed this letter feverid times withip thcfe 
eighc-and-forty hours, and can find no jt^ft ground of 
offence, whidh that grandee could t^ke thereat, unlefs 
he was angry with me for defiring him to be careful in 
tranfmitting my money. As for the reff, I only obeyed 
the particular inftrudions I received from Mahomet the 
late Vifìer Azeipr who commanded me not to ipare. the 
greated miniffer of the Porte, ,if ~ I .'had reafon either to 
counfel, or to repprehend him'; for, faid he in his letfer,- 
*^ To this end art chout pls^qed. at fuch a diflance, that, 
befides the fervice thou doff our (overeign in difclofin|^ 
the fecrets of the infidels, thou mayeft alfo be free to 
write whatever thou thinkeff will conduce to his intereff , 
without ftandinginfear of the^jrevepge qf the -grandees, M 
JThefe were the very word» * of the prime minifferof th^ 
Ottoman Srnpiré. ' . ' , .^ 

Nowlofdy.told him of fome mifcarriages in his pre»- 
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4ècd3brs» wjumlng faiia to. be wary in his ftadoiu "Eu 
ther h« was offended at this freedom. I took, or becaule 
I {H^fumed to advife him how to osder my bills- Be it 
wkicH it wiB, I have a fevere reprimand from the ReÌ9 
EfGsndiy whom I have the greateft reafon in the world 
to> efteem my lirieiKU 

It would never have vexed me^ had he wrote plainly, 
and not di%uif4^ his fentiments. But all was obfcure, 
iaving one blunt expreifion, which convinced me, that 
the real ground of afl this anger was my letter to Kenao» 
wherein I deiijred his oare a» to my money* 

Can that minifter blame me for being apprehesfive of 
want in a foreiga country, a region of infidels, where I 
have no other commerce but with courtiers and ftrangers, 
where, if $ (hould be in the leaft fufpeded, they would 
jMretently put me in prifon, wbick would hazard a di£« 
covery of the fublime fecrets ì Does he not know that 
money commands all things ; and that the greateil po- 
tentates obey thr power of gold ? It cannot be imagined, 
imt that a man in my pofl has a thoufand preffing oc- 
cafions for money, yvhieh it is troubleibme to expmfi^ ^ 
and I have had very wrong notions of my employmeaty 
If I deserve, on this account^ to be reproved and- threat- 
ened^ with fùeh politico' civeumlocvtions ; for the feere-» 
tary charges me with unwitiingnefs to continue in the; 
fcrrtce of the ever-happy PbttJe ; a^ if he th^fugbt my 
fidelity were corrupted, or that I had an inclination tor 
the Nazarene intereik 

r tell thee^ my Dgi^t> perfidy I ever abhorred; thk 
appears to me the mol^ terrible and odiou» of all vices | 
I could' bear the guilt atfd^ rciproacb of a grcs^ many 
crimes, whic^ litfve left' c^ malice in* their conilitu^oiK» 
I am not alhamed of many venial frailties^ wIhcK I- daily 
commit^ though the hw k fevn^ agaiàft ib^m^ ivA 
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«ould any maa acciife me o£ wilful treachery and ingrati* 
tude, I would pcay uvftanttyy tkat the lumnuine& of 
Heaven might be excingiufhedy and that no terrene (ub- 
ftaace might heneelbrth. have i» it the lead potentiat 
light, that fo I might neither be capable of feeing my. 
felf, or of being expofed to the eyes of othera ; and, the 
better to efcape the confufion which would attend that 
horrid gnSit, I would not only avoid human focicty, but, 
if it were poflibtef I would run away from myfclf. 

After all this, methinks fuch a temper need not be 
fufpefted, as averfe from the intercft to which he has fo 
(biemnly fwom. 

I would not have troubled thee wkh the news of any 
«ther aifiiélion ; but to be fufpeéted of what I never 
wa» guHty of, and to be menaced in dark myfterious 
terms^ not by aa enemy, bat by my friend, and one wh» 
kas in his keeping the immovtal records of my zeal and 
iategrily ; diis cuts' me to. the heart : And' 1 had no 
•ther way to es^ myCblf, but by venting my anguifli to 
tbee. 

If any of the m»nifter«^ will charge me with weaknefs, 
•r want of ability to a6k in this Nation, I ihmild have D6> 
t^on to repine, fmce none of them can think fo meanly» 
•f Mahmut, as he does oB hnnfe^. I boaft of nething^ 
but a^ loyalty to my tmft, incapable of being comiptedé 

But I forget that l am. a mufiUlman, and therefov0 
•ught to be refigned'to the will of Heaven in aU things^ 
without complaint or murmur. Befides, I am inlniitel^ 
obliged, in many regards» to the Reis Eifcndi ; and! 
therefore he may be allowed to take his own adroitages* 
Perhaps, his reproo& may be juft, and< it is^ my own 
f eevifhnefft that hinders me from difeenDing it. Hew- 
«ver,, I coidd^^fh he wouMbencefefth-exprefebiVre^ 
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fentments with lefs pbfcurity, and not give me groundt 
to apprehend the lofs of Jiis friendfhip. 

For, where I once love, I hate a change. And, if 
thou beeft of the fame mind, we two ihall continue our 
friendfhip to the*other fide of the gravjC. 

Paris, 3bth of the ixth Mooir, of the Year 1650. 



X. — To the Rfiis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the I 

Ottoman Empire, ' ^- 1 

If thou wilt permit me to learn fomething from huiband- I 



men, they fay, it is not profitable to plough the fields, 
whofe barren glebe brings forth nothing but briars and 
thorns. Such are the^ grounds of p:.ffion and anger 
among friends : Let them lie fallow for ever. Perhaps 
thou wilt call it prefumption in me, to challenge fuch a 
relation between u« ; or, if thou owneft the title of a 
friend, thou wilt claim a right to reprove me. Be it 
how it will, reproofs make the beft impreifion when they 
are given with mildnefs and moderation ; efpecially, they 
ought not to be founded on a miftake, or falfe appre- 
henfion ; for they appear like arrows difcharged in the 
dark, which, being fhot at random, may, by giving aiv 
undeferved wound, make an enemy of a friend, or at leali 
render a friend fufpeéled to be an enemy. 

But I tell thee, I will not blow up the embers of » 
fire, whofe flame is extinguifhed long ago, and whereofy 
by this time, I hope there remains not the leaft.fmoke.. 
I never love to add fuel to fuch cafes ; otherwife, had I 
returned an anfwer to thy angry, letter in the heat of my 
refeotmepts, I might have played the incendiary ; for I 
had both matter enough, and paifioii fufficient to ventilate 
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the already kindled fparks. And of this I know thou 
art fenfibJe.' 

Well, to make the heft conftruétion of it : The Haf- 
nadarbaifa was afBronted, I bdieve, at the freedom I took 
in adviiing hiixi^ not knowing that I had pofitive orders 
to do fo, even to the firft minifter of ilate, if I faw oc^ 
cafion ; and, to -vent his choler» he miiieprerented the 
bufinefs to thee, hoping by thy means to awe me into a 
fawning acknowledgment of my fuppofed crime. If this 
was thy intention in writing that (harp letter, I fmile at 
hismiftake, but am forry for thine, becaufe I eileem 
thee my friend : it was but an over fight in you both ; and 
fo let it pafs. 

Thy friendfhip I court, and refufe not his, nor that of 
any officer of the feragh'o. I honour all the baffas and 
minifters of the Imperial Porte : I fliow to every one the 
refpe£l that is due to his quality : But I am commanded 
to write with freedom to all, and not to fpeak as if I 
had the bearded head of a barley flalk on my tongue» 
which is apt to flip down a man's throat, and threatens 
to choke him that fpeaks whilCl it is in his mouth. This 
charge I firft received from the late Vifier Azem Ma- 
homet, and it has been fince renewed with frefh inftruc» 
lions from others of great authority. They all tell me, 
with much alTurance, that one chief end of my being 
placed here is, that being out of the limits of the Otto- 
man Empire, yet holding a conftant intelligence, I may 
freely and without fear reprove the vices and encourage 
the virtues of the greateft governors and princes among 
the nuifliilmans. Nay, I am threatened with punifhment, 
and the fultan's difpleafure, if I negle^ any opportunity 
of this nature, or appear partial and timorous in my re« 
prehenfions. 

For it feems this is judged the moft ready and cflfec> 
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tua! metkod to reform the corruptions- tìoLt are crept na- 
to court, camp* and city ; lince every man ìs obliged to 
communtcate the lettere which he receives from me ; and 
they are all regiAered-by thy care ; whereby the gran- 
dees are com^pelled, either to live wichin the limits of 
juftice and their duty, or elfe to be the difcovcrer» of 
their own faults, which will unavoidably bring them in* 
«o difgrace, if not the lof» of their hberty and lives 5 or 
at leaft put them to the expence of cofUy prefents to 
make their atonement : and thoo knoweft fome men 
would dmoft as wilhngly part with their lives as their 
money, which is their god. 

After all this, I hope thou wilt not be difpleafed if I 
perform my duty. It is not for me to be frighted with 
menaces, or foftened wfth bribes. My integrity is proof 
againft the pride of the one, and bafenefs of the other.. 
Yet I have great efteem for the treafurer and thee, with 
other miniilers, who are my friends. I could, to ferve 
fach, freely hazard my liberty, fortune, and any thing 
but my honour, which I value at a far higher rate thaa 
my life. 

Thou nrayeft regifter it for a truth, that an Engliih am- 
baifadbr was in the $th moon of this year murdered by 
villains in his chamber at Madrid, tfae capital city of 
Spain. There has been alfo a great battle fought in 
Scotland, between the army of that nation, who main» 
tain their king's intereft, and the forces of the new Eng. 
glifh commonwealth ; wherein the latter obtained a iignal 
viAory, having killed three thoufand on the fpot, taken 
nine thoufand prifoners, fifteen thoufand arms, two hun^- 
drcd enfigns, and all their cannon and baggage. Thefe 
are prof^erous beginnings of that repubMc, and redound 
much to the honour of the Englifli General Oliver, 
whom every body extols for a gallant man. And I can. 
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aifiare thee thefe Weftern nations are tot hwcrtn of 
lieroes. 

Principal fcribe of the Bmffiiima»<> I wiAi thy heart 
maj be a traalcript of the beft copici* 

Paris, ift of the tath MoaOi «f th« Yeat 1650* 



XL— 7i Soi<YMAH Aga> Princtpal Ciamierlain 0/ tU 

Jk HESE Tartars, of \irho«i I fpake to thee m my laft, 
are a ftrangc fort of people In their manner of life. But 
wemuft.hot ccnftcre them bccaoft we are of kin. I 
^peak not of myfclf y for thongh I am an Arab, yet the 
greatcft part' of thofe who ferve in the armies of the 
Grand Signior, are defcéndecf from the Crims, I mean 
the Spahts and Timatiots.' Thou knoweft "the original 
of thefe miKtary orders, and that they arrmore honour- 
able than the Janizaries, who, being ilrangers by bloody 
arc brought up to the hn-e of the feraglio. They know 
neither father nor mother (I fpeak of the tributary 
youths), nor have they any partial fondnefs for their 
native country. They are educated in a perfeft refigna^ 
tion to the Grand Signior, and his chief miniftcrs ; yet 
often difobey both, and not fcldom put them in- hazard 
of their lives. How many vifiers have been facrlficed to 
a cunning janizar-aga, who, to prevent his own ruin, has 
tempted thofe under his command to mutiny, and accept 
of no atonement for their pretended grievances, lefs than 
th? life of the firft deputy ì The rigid fate of Sultan 
Ofman, uncle to our prefent fovereign, will not be forgot 
by thofe who love the Ottoman Family better than thefe 
baftard Hedors. Shall the empire of true believers be 
ruined by the renegades ì Befides, their difcipline is ex- 



114 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. IV. 

tremely corrupted j they marry, and follow mechanic 
trades, repugnant to the auflere manners of the primitive 
guards, who are wboUy attentive to martial exercifes. 

Were this to con^e to the hands of a janiaary, he would 
curfe me to the pains which have neither medium nor 
end. Yet I had once a friend of that order, Cailim Hali, 
the chief aga, a braye man, and of the .^une fentiments 
as myfelf. He fought to reform that difordcrly militia, 
but was oppdfed by the wife men in power. He would 
freely have facrificed^ his bWn grandeur and mtereft for 
the good of the muffulman empire^ but wts ovorawed by 
thofe who had no other intereft but in its ruin. - , 

Thou knoweft who I mean. Neither am I a ftranger 
to the heroic bravery of the faithful Solyman, when he 
bearded the Boftangi Aga on that accpaat. That gar- 
dener was of the faélion, being, th^. fon of a janizary, 
and trained pp in all the pmélices of the . feditipus. It 
makes me afhamed when I hear the infidels upbraid the 
wifeft of the wife, the fupremc monarch on earth, with 
folly, for permitting this infolent and mutinous foldiery 
to continue In the empire ^ and I tremble to think, that 
one time or other the^ renowned offspring of Ertogriel 
will owe its ruin and c^taftrophc to thefe dilloyal vipers^ 
whom it cherifhes in the fer^iglio. 

Much more affurcd is the French king of his guards 
of Switzers, whofe fidelity was never ftaincd with the 
lead infamous brand of perfidioufnefs, in taking up arms 
againft their mafter, wjiofe bread they eat. Thefe are 
mercenary foldiers, who travel out of their native coun- 
try to ferve foreign princes, and will fhed the laft drop 
of their blood rather than betray their truft ; therefore 
they are admitted into the palaces, and nigh the bed- 
chambers of the Pope and the King of France, with full 
tronfidcnce of their valour and integrity. 
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As for their country, it is barren and poor, confiding 
chiefly of rocks and deferts, which occafions the youth, 
who are generally very ftrong and hardy, to feek their 
fubfiftence abroad, by ferving in the guards and armies 
of neighbouring monarchs and fbites. 

Some regiments of the Switzers now ferve in ^he wars 
of Candy, under the ftandard of Venice. 

There are veffels arrived lately in foroe of the French 
harbours, which bring news of the ill fuccefs of our arms 
in the fiege of Candia, the chief city of that iiland* 
They talk as if above two thoufand muflulmans were 
blown up in the ninth moon ; and that .Chufaein Bafla, 
difcouraged by this lofs, and with the inconveniencies of 
the approaching winter, was forced to raife the fiege ia 
the moon of Odobcr. 

The French magnify the valour of the Knights of 
Malta, who fignalized therofelvcB by many brave adions 
during this fiege ; and if all be true that is related of 
thefe Chriftian champions, we cannot in common juftice 
deny them their due charafter, and number fome of them 
at lead among the heroes. 

Other wife, we (hould come (hort of thefe Weftern Na- 
zarenes in generofity, who, with no lefs honourable cx- 
preffions, extol the repeated courage and invincible con- 
dancy of the illudrious Chufaein, and the alacrity of all 
the muffulman foldiers in the fervice of our great mader. 

Yet they cannot forbear refledling on the cowardice of 
the janizaries, who, after that fatal blow, had they dout- 
ly maintained their other pods, that brave bafla would 
not fo foon have quitted the fiege of this important place. 

As for other news, I have little to acquaint thee with, 
fave à feeming calm at prefent in this kingdom of France, 
which has for the greated part of the year been haraifed 
with civil difcords and daughters. Bourdeaux, the chief 
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chy which held oat againfl the king» is now reduced ta 
obedience^ the paciikd monarch retired» and there is an 
appearance of peac^. 

The Qaeen of Sweden, we hear^ was folemntjr crowff» 
ed in the loth moon of the laft yeafi having declared for 
her fficceilbr Carc^ Guftafu^ Prince Palatinei and her 
coufm* 

. In the fotne moon died the Prince ol OrangCi «Ad (boa 
sAer the Count d'Avoux, a French ^randcci and minifler 
offtate. 

• In the mean time, I rejoice to hear that my eld fìkndt 
are alive and flourifhing, and that the knot is not ìoofcih 
ed which was tkd in onr youlh. May it continue feffli 
to the day of the earthquake, and' to a term unliiiiited. 

Paris, 29th of the I ft Moon, of the Year 1651* 



XII. — To KisuR D&AMELEC, Secretary of tie Nazarene 
Afairs at ihe Porte^ 

In the name of God and his Prophet, what occafion 
hadft thou to fend me fuch an angry letter, thou that art 
thyfelf but a flave, as I am, to the flaves of him whofe 
throne is. above the fliglit of the es^k ! Doft thou think 
to frighten Mahmut into fordid compliance with thy am« 
bition, whom nothing can terrify, fo long as he preferve» 
himfelf free from any ftain of difloyalty ? Ì tell thee, I 
am anathe*r AchrHes, invulnerable all over, fave the foks 
of my feet, which are the emblems of our moft tender af» 
feélions. There thou mayeft wound me with the foft ar* 
r»ws of pretended friend fhip ; but if once thou appeared 
with the naked face of an enemy> I am prefently 0^ my 
girard. 

Thou accufeft mc of many crimes whereof I was never 
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guilty» loadeft me with a tkoufand undefenred réproaches^ 

and all to vent thy chokr ; threatening ne with rerengey 

becaufc I once excufed the hteneia of ny addrcfs to Mi* 

se^im Ahiph bafla» then newly vcfled by our muiuficeat 

fultan» by laying the blame on the badseis of the wayii 

or the infolence of fbldiers» by whom the pofts are oftett 

. inter c^ed in tiise of war. ; or, in fine, on thy ncgle£^ in 

not fupplying me with more catly latfAigence ; wherein 

it is eafy to difceni thait thou wert the laft I would ac- 

€ufe to that minifter, thou^ thou wcrt principally in 

the fault ; for I was afterwards informed, that the pofts 

'were neither retarded by any impaffiiblc roads, or popped 

by the orders of military men, but arrvved here at their 

accuftomed feafons ; wherefore thou haft no reafon to be 

offended at me» unlefs it be for the fhortnefs of my^ accu* 

(ation, and that it was defe£tive in maficc» 

Thou Dfouldil take it ill, if in my own defence I (hould 
complain to the Vifier Azem of thy fre<|uent negleAs in 
this kind ; but I fcorn ^o irindicate myficif at the price of 
another man's difgrace and peril ; only, I advife thee to 
forbear threatening. It is a refledtion on thy prudence 
to menace a man who has no other refentments of thy 
paflion than to own himfeif obh'ged to thee for fo open a 
difcovery of it. 

Wouldft have the very fplcen of my humour ? I fmile 
at thee. • Thou haft made me as jocund as Democritus^ 
If thou knoweft not who I mean, he was a pleaiant fort 
of a philofopher, to whom all human a6^ions were objeds 
of mirth. There was aaother whining fage that perpe^ 
tually wept. The moft comical pai&ges, and fuch as 
moved all men to lai^hter, drew floods of tears from his 
eyes. His name was Heraclitus. It is hard to deter- 
mine which of thefe two was in the right* But I think 
I am not much in the wrong to be a little pleafant with 

3 
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(hce ; perhaps it may put thee into a better humour. 
However, I would not have thee difpleafed with thyfclf 
for being of fo peeviHi a difpofition* It is obferved, that 
pallonate men are always beft natured» and free from fe- 
cret malice. Choler is as neceffary as our blood : With- 
out the latter we could not live ; and, ' if we were void of 
the former, our lives would be as inactive as that of fnails 
and oyfters ; we fiiould be abfolute drones. 

Hippocrates, the famous phyfician, fays, this com- 
plexion is the mod noble of all the four, transforming' 
men to heroes, and refining our earthly mould to a con- 
flitution Hke that of the immortal gods, whofe bodies, 
according to the poets, cónfi^ wholly of an etherial ftame. 

Therefore be not difcouraged, neither repine at a tem- 
per which ranks thee among thofe to whom facrifices are 
made. On the other fide, take it not amifs from Mah- 
mut,- if he tells thee, he has not devotion enough to be- 
come thy voluntary viélim. 

Yet if I cannot be fo obfequious as to throw myfelf 
away by acknowledging crimes wherein I was neveV con- 
cerned, and for which I have a natural abhorrence, reft 
fatisfied at lead that I will ferve thee as far as I can, 
without intrenching on the duty I owe to the Grand Sig- 
nior ; and be affured I will do thee no harm, fo long ■ as 
thou obferveft that rule. 

In fine, I advife thee to order thy fleps like a man 
that is walking in the bogs of Egypt, where, if he ob- 
fervc the track of thofe who have gone before him, he 
piay be fafe, but if his foot flips, he finks in the mire» 
Such is the life of courtiers. 

• Pari», i8th of the »d Moon, of the Year 1651. 
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XIII. — To MiNEziM Alupu, Bqffa. 

In the beginning of the laft year I fent thee a difpatch, 
wherein I acquainted thee with the imprifonment of three 
princes of the royal blood of Prance ; now thou (halt re- 
ceive the news of their liberty. 

They were releafcd by an order from the king on the 
1 3th day of this moon, and arrived in this city on the 
i6thy which wasyefterday, attended by a numerous ca- 
valcade, confiding of fome princes, divers of the nobility 
and gentry, and, one would think, of half the citizens of 
Paris. Even thofe who tiiumphed laft year, and made 
bonfires for their confinement, yeftenday thronged out of 
the city to welcome them home with acclamations of joy, 
and to congratidate their releafe ; fo fickle and inconftant 
a thing is the multitude, driven hither and thither With 
every artificial declaration of ftatefmen, or pretence of 
fadlion. 

But there were divers princes and noblemen, who, from 
^ the firft hour of their being 'feized, refolved not to leave 
a ftone unturned to procure their freedom. The gran- 
dees that were their friends retired to their governments, 
and raifed rebellions in the provinces. All the kingdom 
was harafled with civil wars. The parliaments decreed 
againft the court ; and there wanted not cabals of fedi- 
tious courtiers, even in the palace of the king, to under- 
mine the royal authority, which the cardinal minifter 
thought to eftablifh by the imprifonment of the princes. 
In all places the king's intereft ran retrograde. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou fhalt know, 
that the princes of France arc not flavea to the king, like 
.the baffas of the moft ferene empire, who owe all their 
greatnefs to the fole favour of our munificent fultans. 
Thei'e princes enjoy att that and more by inheritance, 
I 
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pAdeìk oar fri^Béees acquar only by tketr merits and the 
fmiles of their fovereign. Hence k is that their intereft 
i» ri vetted in the hearts of the peoj^, vfbo rctcre the 
Uood lofid in whfttfoever ^htnttd it nuiff. 

Therefore «thiakia^ nen blame tbe cardinsd's condor 
in this afFair, faying, there was neither 'jnftice or pcsfiey 
in it. Indeed, if a man's wit 19 to be meafored by the 
fucceb of his contrivanccty the cenfure of thefe peopk k 
true ; for the cajdiaal feems to hscwt made a trap for 
hlmfelf. 

As foon as he ^earceived die king was prevailed on by 
ihe importuaity of hi» unde the Btuk^ of Otieans, ahd 
the parliament of Faris, to rdeafe the prindts^ mia that 
they had at ihe £une time eameftly begged of ^hnti tltat 
this miniftcr might be removed from the court, he fcR^ 
dealy packed up his moveable», and vntiidrew privately 
toward» the place where the princes were confitfed, hop^ 
ing that, though he had loft his firft point, yet he might 
make an indi&nsnt after-gadgae» by^. going in.' perfoa to 
the royal prifoners, and affuriag them, it was to him 
they owed their releafe, fihce it wis in his powft- to car- 
ry them avray with him, as alfo thofe vrho brought them 
the king's mandate ; for he travelled not without a con* 
£derable guard. - ' 

it is faid the princes received him with feemlng cO!» 
pliments*and addrefs of civility, ' promifing thenr friend 
ihip to the cardinal, now a voluntary exile, and id ti worfe 
condition than ^hemfelves. 

It is very ftraogo that fo great a minifter, who iiiherit- 
ed all that abfolute power which his predecdfor Riehliea 
had at thi» coiiut, fliould thus on a filddcn abandon* his 
fortune : l^ut k k tho<lght he ia not gone'ta pick ftraws. 
However, he had» by this timely ih'ght, asroided tbe 
dlfpleaTure of fc^n^ hittfdf .compelled to depart by an 
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arreft of Patitamente which was pubH&ed wtthia two 
days after he was gone, commanding him to depait the 
kingdom within fifteen days. 

The wife minifter forefaw this difgrace approaching» 
and the^fore thought it more becoming his honour to 
depart of his own accord^ having ftili the advantage to 
reproach the ftate with ingratitude, in that they have re- 
duced to fuch ftraits the man by whofe aufpicious con- 
, duéì France has been elevated to an extraordinary gran- 
deur in Europe. 

By this thou mayeft comprehend, illuftnous bafTa, diat 
there is no ftability in human greatneOs» but that the 
wheels of a courtier's life run through unequal tracks, 
often (Ucking in the mire of the valley» and not feldom 
threatening to overthrow a man, and caft him headlong 
from the precipice of a mountain. Againft thefe incon- 
ftant turns of fortune I advife thee to be armed with mo- 
deration, Hnce no man can avoid his deftiny. 

I Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, of the Year itfji. 



XIV. — To IsouF, hh Kin/man, at Fez» 

1 AM glad to hear thou art alive. Thy letter came in a 
good hour, for I bear a true affeéUon to thofe of my 
blood, and have been particularly anxious for thee thefe 
many years. The fun has nine times meafured the twelve 
figns of the zodiac fince I received thy laft letter before 
this, or heard arfy news of thee. It feems thou haft tra- 
velled a great part of the earth during that time. 

It was kindly done of thee to remember thy fick uncle's 
requèft when thou wert at Aleppo, in making oblations 
for his health to Shetgh Bdubac the fantone, and diftri- 
buting corban to the poor^ in honour of Syntana Fifla. 

FoL IV. » 



Thou Inft.-fe&t me. a hagc aoé laCfs£ft^b>ry aceofi^ of 
ley oUervationa in Afia ; yet I am ianrj thou b»dft not 
titn^ to penetrate into. the reI%[oa and feerets of the i^ 
dmu BmràM» I. asn meie amlùtious tor pry iato the wif- 
dom aiid learm^g of thoG; phtbfopherav thon into any 
<^ther ip^«k$ of knowledge whatibsner. Metìràks it h 
pky. tk^ Kt^Qfi^ oS £» mft an? antiquity fhouid be cotaeeakd 
from the reft of the world, and only ksowm to thoftf kap- 
py pHeftf^. J pcoted it is impoiible for mje to think of 
it without envy ; but perhaps it is the will dF Heaven to 
lock uj^ tllc^ fnyfterifif intl^exemoteft. protinces of the 
£aft, as a rewardoftlieircofifliaiicy» iti adhering to the 
(raditipps of thi^ir fftthers» whkh know^iioqrigiii» and a« 
s^T^r^acb to aU othisr natiODS» who» in mattes9 «f rd»- 
I^OB, haire b^n iB|i2£ahle as tht winds* , 

. I have oonverfed with federal Jafuk» asd others who 
jyi«ve b«en ia t^ hkàiu ; but tbgr £eeniit<(» relate aU things 
partially^ out ofn natutal avecfìon fi>r the manse» o£ the 
£aft; and I know not how to difprove them» tiU my 
brother Fedeli Hali undeceived me. He has alfo «ifited 
(hofe portBi find refided a coftiideralde time m Okiiia» it 
is a difficult thing for a traveller to keep hknielf . within 
the bounds of truth in his relatione ; but I believe he has 
jH^ exceeded. Thy jouvna]; touches but lightly the Ine 
^an affairs^ not having Icafune, a* thoo telleft me, to «1»- 
ierve lAu^h.;. however, thouliaft made am^Kis ift thy té* 
lalàons €rf Perfia» Tartaty, and the land of tbe Cu^dt» 

, I depftfld much on thy proQcnife of fending: me a joiirod 
|«f . thy trails m A£iic. Ta tliat quarter of. this wodd 1 
1^ xnuch a ftrangfir, wMi.hà?ving met. with any authaeitk 
tifB^ktma^i. th» regions io tibe féoatb^ 
V It (eeme- thou hail been i& Ethiopia» Libytfy Sgyp^ 
^4> in^uisi iiH tHrer tbc l»ta?idj&o&«w 
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iiifem«B&tdl ^o&detffiil things of thefe pam : Héro^ 
dotus menùoi» a fort of pec^k in Afne, wirafe bodfeft 
wtre m#tse irano^ibBs than ferpaits. Thefe, affronted 
once 9t the imds- for ^ving «be fóndi of Libya ÌAt# 
ibcir c3oiisiiferf; and Ming up all their we& and ftreams, 
«ntercd haào » war sgaiaft the kingdom of ^«his ; ' but 
1^ f9«ith-^i&d met tke^fi in the» marcii^ and buried them 
under mountaiM of diift. 

I do not repvefeat this to thee as a truth» though re- 
lated hj that learned Grecian. Thou oMyeft repute it 
for 9 fablcy as I do; but let this paflage be à hint that I 
cKpeél from thee «one bui: ik»Ué remariu. 

. It would i^eafe me to be aflured of one thing» whick 
peiiaps tboiu haft heard of witen thou waft in Barbary». 
Very credible authors report, that when the Pheeniciana 
weoe eKpieUed by the IfraeHtea, and drii^en into this cor» 
ncar of Afric» they fet up two pillar» of marble, whereos 
iki€f emgcxftà thèfe words, as a laftlng mMiument of their 
espUifioa s <* We a^e a letnnant of thole who à^ from 
the face of Josh va tht robber, the fon of Ncr».'' 

The àiA mnntion of fliips- is by fome aleribed' to thefe 
fieopte, ^nhmm neceCty tau^it to ieés. reft on the unquiet 
oe^aav ^sce the more tin%ideat foas of Jacob would not 
p^moit thto to enjdy any repofe on the land, having hav 
mSkà them from one ^mce to anothei^ titt at length they 
dvorO tkcm^tathe Yary bordeva of the earlh ; bfH, thoit 
knoweft». the Ghinefes pretend to the ufe «f ihips maky 
^iifiind years before this dej^^edation of the liraelttev. 
£»eay oadsm atmt to be «fteemed the moft andetit ; and 
wbea there was. fonaeily a difpune between the Egyp- 
tians and Scythians on this peiinty tt was anJ^uAed in ^ 
iwur ef tk^ hAeu But the <:farotR)logìè8 of the Chiasfe 
aod Indiaaa far exceed # others «I the w^rld, fev tliey 

* F a • 
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feem to outftnp time itfelf in antiquity^ at leaft, they 
tranfcend the common date of the woild's creation. 

I have heard a traveller afiert, that as he was journey- 
ing through the deferta of Libya, he difcovered an altar 
of ilone, with this infcription on it, in Grecian charac- 
ters : " 1, PoLYSTRATUs of Athens, have confecrated 
this ahar to all that is good in heaven ; and if that All bic. 
but One, as fome fay, may that One accept my vows." 

I defire thee to inform me whether thou haft ever fcen 
or heai'd of fuch an altar when thou wert in thòfc parts. 
You travellerff muft expert this kmd of trouble from your 
friends : Every body is naturally inquilkive and defirous 
of knowledge. ' . 

It will be acceptable alfo to fend me" an abftraé): of the 
prefent ftate of Fez. I fhould be glad to heanr of the 
health of Abdel Mclec Muli Omar, the faperior of the 
magnificent college in that city, built by. AlVHabii En- 
nor, king of the country. They fay it coft him two 
hundred and forty thoufand feqoins. 

It is added, that in Fez there is a mofque near half a 
league in. circuit, in which are as many gates as there be 
days in the revolution of a moon ; and that the number 
of the pillars which fupport it is equal to the year of the 
hegira wherein it was founded^ being encpmpaflcd alfo 
by feventeen high minarets, beiides innumerable domes 
and terraces ; baying alfo 900 lamps burning in it by 
night, and 300 windows to let in the light of the day. 
The revenue of this famous mofque is faid to be 56,500 
fequins a-year. They relate many, other things of Fez, 
and the provinces belonging to it ; of all which I delire 
thee to fend me a diftinft account. 

!l^ had almoft forgot one paffage, which I have read in 
the ancients, concerning a ccrtaiji fubUe African, whofe 
name was Ffaphou. This man had trained up a parrot 
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to repeat very frequently thefe words, ** Pfaplion is a 
gre^t.god/' When the bird had pérfedly learned his 
Jeilbn^ he let it loofe» which being accuftomed to a do- 
Bieftic life in a ^age» ied not prefently to the fields, bilt 
perched on the temple of the town, wheie it iiras heard 
•by the people to utter the aforefaid fentence aloud, and 
very often. They, igporant of 'the quality of parrots, 
and led with native fuperfUtien, efteemed it an oracle 
from Heaven ; wherefore» immediately . flocking to the 
JhQufe of Pf^hon, they, offered facrifice to. him, and in. 
all refpeéb treal;ed bim aa a divinity. 

Whether this ftory be true or no,, it is certain idolatry 
had no better foundation than artifice and lies, unlcls wc 
ihall conclude with the poet, " That fear made the firft 
godt in the world." Coufin, let there be a frequent in- 
tercouffe betiD^een us ; it will be profitable to thee and 

Pari», 5tb ef tlie 4tfi Moon, of tHc Year itfjr. • 



, XV.— 7i KiJiKER Hassan, B^a. 

It is a cuHom in the court of Rome, that every nation 
of the Weft has a proteAor among the cardinals there, 
who are princes of the Roman church. Such I efteem 
thee in the moft exalted court of the Eaft. 

Arabia gave thee thy firft breath 5 but thy own merits 
have lifted thee up to the dignity x>f a bscfla, a prince of 
the Ottoman einpire, whofe limits far exceed thofe of the 
mochm, or even of sancient Rome, 

It is from hence our countrymen addrefs to thee as to 
thtir patron, ufing thy power and mediation with the 
Grand Signior in all their n^ceffities. 
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Amoh^ tie )%ft, wondé* «ot tliat the htnnbltft -of tby 
jflaves» Mkhmut» tke fon of thjr fiuher's fie^ghbottr, fi& 
at thy feet kt a time of great iBàSartbf ki the abates c^f 
hit f^intf the hazard irf his fortune^ and peril ùf hì& ho- 
itonr^ which he irakes mote thsm his life. 

I domi^am ndt off the many repeated abiifei and )coA- 
tem^ I haw iccenred from feme in the ferngiio^ to 
^tftsam ft belohga not to wocàih with things toot Of ùak 
Iphere, muchiefstoiifiifiBamtige the fekliftfl agoits ttftd 
miffirniein cf the Gnaai Sgmbr : Vet the perlecntiM» t 
have felt from their harnés «re ^h as m^otdd Arwt at>d- 
ther man, k& patient «f iajsries, ekher to vetertgé (nr de- 
i^air. 

They have vilified all my tonda A in thM A«ftk>ti> re. 
proached mj bcH aoUoflt with tbe odkim» chlraf^efè ù£ 
Imprudence aad dk9oy&lty) atM «tiifre)>ref€fift€d the lifnlfi- 
eft peccadillos, (for which alfo I have the mufti's dif^tetl- 
fation) under the ^gnomiaious title of infiddilty and adie- 
ifm : In a word, they thirft after my hlood ; nothing 
wfflfktrafytherrgretdy maScehnt my life. ' 

I never was afraid to die, fince I pcrfcétìy underftood 
, what it Is to live ; nor can I be fond of proteéllng ngr 
1>reath, when «y gr«at mafter ftall pleafe to cfeH fot "a 
Airretide^r of k, f<xr whofe ferrice «nly it ^ras given me^. 
But k would render the fdeotf of my deatfh tragiéal, and 
ftrcw my paflage Ì4itO the other world with thorns, to hfe 
ttnt out of this ixnder the notion of a traitor, who have 
^'afted my part withoat a real Wemilh. 

Ikingi, that learned tutoi^of the royal pages, wai tht 
firft that broached this enmity agamft me (fbr I have 
forgot the prevarication of Shaftirm Iftham, the blact 
<miuch, fmcc the time he acknowledged hk fault with 
much candour and iingenuky). It was that Athenian 
Ibphffi who debauched' tht integrity a§jny coufin Soly- 
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mail, and pecfuaded the unwary youth to tnter intp a 
eoaipÌFacy ag;s^<ift h» uncle ; but I rcjpreheQded my kinff 
eoaa's folly in one letter^ and his anfwef» though hte, 
convinced ne that be was not guilty of malice» fb much 
a» of faihnefs and credulity. I was extremclj obliged to 
the kaimacham for his benignity and friendfhip in tlsk 
affair. The good old minifter had a real kindne£i for 
me, and tpok no knall pains to penetrate into the caufct 
of my confines eago* paCfioaaad matice againft eoe. At 
length he €oiind it to be only the pra«^ice« of Ikfttg«t 
who took.advantage of Seiyman^ tempor, «quaUy. loyal 
and flexible, iiiilnuated into his youthful m»d> tnonftroiMi 
ideas of me, and, in fine, ftt him a^cailing at me with a 
fierce km4 of U^ity in^rever he^camc. The wijGe baiTa 
hoa opened my kinfomn's eyes, brought him to his fenfis, 
and the iiTue of «11 was, that Solymaa writ me a letter of 
apology. 

Bnt^ccthis^ the mafter of die pages has laid ntw 
«rains for «ne, -and drawn a great many more to his party* 
He has corrupted Muftapha Ouir, an eunuoh, and pagtf 
,to tt^ 9ld ^oeen, wiili tvfoom 1 once held a correfpond^ 
ence^ a»dj as I thoogbt, had eontraéied a &miliarity an4 
fiienddup ; btit it feems it was only an aj^easance with* 
out reality. I could give thee a long lift of thofe whom 
this academic has taught tq dander Mahmut» but I V9ÌH 
not appear fo revengeful ; befides, this is not' the only 
grievance of which I complain. 

Shall I remonftrate to thee, moft exceti«nt and fcrcne 
baffa, the true caufe of my oneafinefs ? I am i^eary osT 
living among infidels. Favour me with thy aififtanc» 
und interceffion, that I may have leave to vetjre fvovi 
this place, and vindicate myfclf before the faoes of n^ 
enemies ; and having had that honour, rendering alfo a 
jufl jtccount of tltt affairs wherewith I aa» entruJ^cd#.Ì 
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màj Yì&t ^xrty natile co«Titry>' and %eini ^the refidue' of 
ny èaff in Aiafaia^ tht icenc of all our pmptiet^s • great 
adionty tht pliiee wherr i fìrft drew- my breath. I lan^ 
fuiih for the aromatban* of Adttiolniy the <:ryCbd foo»'» 
tains, and cookr ^des of that haj^y proirinèe. I long 
to. lee thegroveft which eticompalk the TiUage of my na- 
tivity, tiie .turrets of thy father's hoafe^ ami the ^tnofqae 
of Hafen the p^c^het ; for though I took uo notke of 
thefe things in nay in^utcy, yet haviqg once feen then» 
in my riper years» when I was able^'to make more laft- 
iQg iteAe^os, I Ihall never forget thefe de%htful ol>- 
je£U fo kmg as I live. * 

If this he an» inimiity» pardon it» iUdbious Arab, - 
fince it is natural to all men. Thou thyfelf haft enjoy^ 
the pleafttve of revifilii^ that fweet region ; pity Mah- 
muty who boms with defire to tafte the fame* 

Or if this (hall be thought too great an indulgence to- 
the poor exiled Mahmuty yet it. wiU be. cafy for thee, 
who art a favourite, to obtain of the Grand Signior, that 
I may at leaft be recafied from this employment, and " 
fomebody elfe fubftituted in my place. There are thoje 
among my enemies who are ambitious of the fatigue ; 
and Ikingi, my old friend, would exchange all the ho- 
nours he U pofTefled of in the feraglio, for this obfcure, 
yet h?KBardauspoft, It is pity but fucha man's third of 
perils fiiould be gratified. 

But if, after all that I have iaid, my fiiperitxrs ihaU 
think, it expedient to continue me here, I am refigned ; 
*only defiring, that from henfceforth my ilanderers may 
be .{ufpe£ted as men ill affc^ed to the Sublime IWte, for 
tradncing a man that haft waded through a thou^ad di^ 
» ficwltie6>..temptationai and perils, and ferved the Otto- 
m^a empire in this flation fourteen years, without mak^^ 
IPg a.^^Ifeftep, or tranigreifing tjt^e kail point of his tm 
ftrudions. 



I 
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I.hcar th«}: ChttOaem Bafla is made Vifier A^cm^ Tl» 
fpeoch haiic a very great opinioa of hit valotir ; ihe^ a« 
geaemlly vnparttal critics in martial aflUrsi fooniing to 
d««y «i btAve enetoy hi» doe charader. . . .« . 

Weare at preHmtr bartr^n of other news» favte « mm 
arreft of Pariuunent ag^dnft Cardinal Masarinìt and allt 
hi« kiadrsd and creatures, wEcreby they arc declared 
onemits to the ftate, *and charged widk »lang catalogue' 
of crimes» whereof perhaps they were never gvaky* ' 

•Here are »aUb. fome flyiAg neportv of the cardimd'a 
d^ièhy who^' tiiey*fi^^, has poifoncd httnfclflbr ^rief of 
his iD fuccefs in this court : .but I efteem thii <»iiy as the 
frolh of his eneiùies m^e, -who' i^ndly wifh Mm dead'; 
aady todl&ottrage hia^friertds, give it out that he is To. ' 

Seréne Bafia, I commit my afiairv to thy protedioo^ 
befeeching thee to do the office of a countryman and a 
Iciend to< tjie betrayed' for God. 

Paris, 26th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 165 1. 



XVI. — Tq ChusìIEIn Bassa» the Magnanimous Vtfier 
ji'x.em^ and Invincthle General of the Oitomaa Forces in 
Candl'a* 

I AM'nat«Enick above fei^y-three year» oTd, yet have 
ieen great changea in the world, miglity revolutions iti 
kingdoms and' ftates, and the tleath of many * fovereigti 
monaréfofi, tlliiftriouft.geiieràl8y a»d wife ftateAkien» Doubt* 
lei», all ffiUumuy tbingv are fubjeé^ to victffltude. ^ere 
appean nothing conftant Hild fettled^ but the heavens 
and ftara ; they indeed perfevere in > their immutabk ' 
courfcBy never change thehr orbs, nor ftart firom theil' 
eteroid pofts* The fun rifes and fcts at his acetrftomed 
houn^ «nd thcmooacya^y/obferyes^the detattiudd p<;. 

f5 



lM$qt h«: inoreàfe aad iiTftne ; tkefe vkry oiilf is tèe 
JBaiimft of ilie year^ wlt^ ex^w^ Fegokrity and coattàlit 
fl«tuni8« • . 

But» here below, tìa&BC k sa ^»hKfbi trattfiliig»tidn 
«od mtitf iHpfyckofis of Satesr, and-f^me -of thisgCy « ^fià*- 
jpctual tnx aod redux of huniaa events. M^^k hòwij, 
* and otht)n are hourly ^m to f%i|^ly their peaces. Qne 
age treads clofe \ipoa ^ heels of another ; and we «riio 
live at prelèiit, as we waUc tn the ftcps «f our fathèi^ lb 
§k^ we foibw them down to the grate, where Ofiir ficfti, 
by a new metamorphofis, Ihall be turned into tbe bodies 
«f worms, infers, and ferpents ; and what ^lali l>éèome 
cf our fouis is uncertain. 

I was-born ia the reign of Sidtan Achmet, from -whom 
jpur preient fovei^ign is the fixth emperor that has afeended 
the glorious throne of the OttoiBant». May God grant 
liizn a long life, and a ferics of years bicfied with o»- 
tinual health, and vfétòry over his enemies. I pray Hea- 
wn alfo to perpetuate thy new office to the^ laft period of 
Ibe ftikan'8 Efc^ a^d, ta wifiung this, i fay all tìiat can 
be cxptóed. - 

But when I refleft on the frequent and bloody tragc. 
éies that have been a6ì:ed in the feragllo lìnee I can re- 
member, and the many facrlfices that have been made 
ùf foltaits, vifiers, balfiis^ and pnnctpal miidftets of ftate^ 
befides the mai&ctes and butcheries <^ meaner pcrfen% 
k makes tìie melancholy anrddft the joys I conceive for Ay 
late exaltation, and fils me with lears left my good wi&ea 
to tbe Gjsiid Signior and thee, who art his right hand, ~ 
fiioidd, by fome fij^ifter decree of iate, be almoft as iooa 
4lifannulied as proiiounced* I pray Hfia:reQ avert mj 
fttelancholy prcffeges. 

Hie'deiith of tbe ùM queen ifth^ news of which is ltft«* 
ly wif cd »t taùi cofBt) doesJlK ^mc, ^ni iii«»caie tìf 



.a^pptheofioQ of gmatff iKagedks,to >€Mm€» ^fancaule «*|e 
aft iof cwclty iUll.pcopag^ea aa^tfaer ;. Jjeveng^^ i» pM^- 
fie» and soifckicf is never at a ftand. It is true, i^eipil.» 
a$ kisnDi4^cfiat4»in£i^ over the aibef o£ illi^^fious 
ftH[Ì99»f £91 neither biit^jQyaljmiSuhn^fn aaj gne^t ,^. 
{$Wk td moyisft for tke lall of a vnxaa^a^ by ^vti^fe cooi^- 
vance hex roy4 £^t sM o^ ^^^ gi^^at jnafter* «SjiUtaa 
Ibrs^m, fell afa^rifice to tke mufti's indigimttQ». It 
was an ^^(Roa^u^jJ fiait in a ^lother ; and vr^ ma^ ftiy» tjlie 
divine juftice has ovectak^n ber» in m^bg ber grandifn 
ijiga tke^wanaiDt foe her deaih» with the ^omfent of th^t 
very mufti at .iirha£e.ÌQ&igatiipa &ìt had confentied to the 
miurder of his father. , 

Yet, alter ^ù,, may not (he have left hehi£kd \k% a^ par* 

, ty in the feiaigliay. or at kail in the ilat^^ who wiB ftu^y 
to refenge her ùXl, oir» howeyer, do fame m&hief to 
prevent their own ? l^et .me not. feep to coatisiiiéi mt 
own argnmentA, and, i^hijid I f^ad ag^inil jcwitt^ 9|id 
cradty, app^r an adraeatc £or thoife iahtUBap ptiffiops» " 
I do not mention the furviving creatures mS iUs 'imhappy 
queen, to excite in thee falfe fentiments of iuftipe, fujfi* 
dons ahim«rafi of ^ po£Q;bk jconfytr^cy, ^and To fltmulatc 
thee .to puniib them by anticipattbn Cor ccimes i^f whkih» 
perhaps, they i^ver wiU he guiky* 1 Tdlhsf fugg<^ th^fe 
things, ib^t after, & many tragedies in the rayal £aM%, 
a Aop mwy b^ now put to J^t'iMi^e mtfohicfc ; left, wh^ft 
m^ pmr&c ^ particidar iand islf-iinteraft^d %^^ef^gf^ t)ie 
oontagion ihould fpread, a^d cmelty tkeporne «irnverial and 

•rafimtc. 

Let Jt &ifficje, that u& Ìe& Jthaa thcee of our foltans 

. have .been depofed and ftraii^led withiaihefeitfanty years; 
not to meiction the ch^lnge «of noyal. blood that has over-» 
Sowed the prifate chasiber» of <be fcraglio, the. prifofia 

' .>y6 , . . 
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o£tbe Ottoman ptiiices» brothers onioma to the^empcooi» 
formerly reigstng* . . 

Thefe were barbarous cures of untimely jealoufies ; - and 
it is pity that fuoh royal mafiiicres &ould ever be. repeat- 
ed ft^ikié Why ibould the poflerity of Ottoman iie in 
this regard the only.uBfortuaate princes' on earth ? Were 
it not much more noble» and equally wife, to take the 
meafufes of Ethiopian policy^ where» to piFevent fedltion 
and difcords about fucceilion» the princes of the blood 
are confined indeed» but to a very pleafing liberty ; whilil 
they haive palaces» parks» and l^ge fields at €oromasìd^ 
are ferved by a princely train» and denied nolawibl pW 
fores within the pale of their leftraint 4 for there is aa 
exceeding high mountain in the country» the top of 
which is very fpacious» containing large tra^ ef groundv 
many beautiful £eraglios» fumtflied with whatfoever can 
contribute to the enjoyment of thefe prkaces» or at leaft 
to compeafiite for their want of greater liberty. This 
' mounuin » environed wkh a high and iliong wall» har- 
ing^butone^ entrance» and that guarded by foldkrs». fo 
that no man can go in or out who has not the empcror?s 
warrant» or at Idaft a permiffion from the prime mini&er 
of dilate; lor he» upon the death of the emperor, in»ne« 
diately calls a eomtcil of the i^preme offices», who» firom 
among thefe imprifoned princes» choofe him wiiom they 
think moft i;^orthy to fucceed. The reft» ^o never fdfc 
the appetite to reign (for they are curried to this place 
in their infancy» and kept in perpetual, ignorance of ilatc 
affairs), pafs away their time without envy» or repining 
at the exaltation of their brother» addiéBng thendelves 
wholly to the innocent delights^of that rural life» or to 
theftudy of books» whereof they have great pl&uby in 
their libraries» and thole altogether treatiag of matterà <^ 
divine or natural^ fpecuktion j «vherebyt though they 



Boek H* A s^r at pahis. >5 j 

ko9w notUbg of iùkte arttfieet and intn^ues' of cbart^ 
yet .they become able philofophers, and vcrfed in aU the 
Hbcral fcseoces. ^ 

Wouid to God our Otfioman pnnoe& (I mean 'the 
yoangerbrothefrs) had but half tlm liberty granted tbemr^ 
tken. theinfidek would have no reafoa to call ihe exalted 
Porte a neft of vultures, 

Bot we mv& not fkid fault with the aélions of oar io* 
vereigns, though they tend to thefcandàl ^uté ruin of 
the mui&dman empire^ Yet I know to whcrni I write 
theie things, having often heard thee declaim agakfl: thia 
bavbarosd cuftom of {hatting up the royal o&pring in a 
dangeoir^ without light or con^rt during their Hvedj 
whk;h matfy time are alio crueUy fhortened by the hands 
of nhc exectitioner. . > 

But turning oia* eyes from the tragedies of the Eaft, 
let tts fix them on the affairs of the Nazarenes ^n the Weft» 

The chief difcoUrfe at prefent is about a marriage late» 
ly- foleóisized between the Emperor^ of Genmany and the 
Dudiefi of Mantua. She Is his third wife fucoeffivcly. f 
for pfdygamy is not allowed» even to the forereigna in 
thcfc parts, where the pricfts bear all the fway. 

The pofts from. Sweden inform us of t^< dcftth «f Ge- 
nend TorHenibn» of wbofe exploit in Gknnany thou haft 
o&tn heard. That empire k very unfortunate, fpendiog 
its- time and vkak in AUiprpEtable afiemblies- and <Hù)fults» 
whUft her a^ive eaeinies take whole pro'vlaces ^ from he» 
with cafe J but this need not grieve us* 

Greet alias of the mufiulman e^.^pire» I wifii thee the 
cDflfciaeBCc of Scipio, the* fortune of Alexander» and the 
temperance 'of Cato ; ' wthoi when ho was mardbing 
thnn^kthe&ndfrof Libya wkb his ikfuiy» iU «e^dy t9 
expire with thirft, and one of his foldiers broug^it him 
his heloACt full of' water, ^^ a rare pfefciai in that geneca} 



diftzvfs, grz^i&oà the SMkx fbr Ur gSt» boc ipSt «he 
water on the ground^ ^SLjìmgf That, fincetlurre yr» aot 
enough' to fatisfy the whole vermjy he would not xaAoiu 
drop ; and that he wais unworthy to be a gensnl, «ho 
rroM not enduee atmuch^àardaiip as the mttana&jfehikr. 

' Paris, 26th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 165!. ^ 
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PaaJse be to Gp4» Lord of the fev<in Heave^e^ and pf 
jdl that is iw)ithin their ^cttOfilieivoce ; thejEe wefteipa Ijg- 
oareaes ar^ always, aiqu^rfelliog ; they are.reiblved tp àfì 
their part^ towa|:ds tbefulfiUing the mulTulaian predi^'ons, 
and tho£e. of their own prophets. It makes me fmilc to 
fee theft ia£4^k pnploying thjeijr arms «^aioft each other, 
contending. al^ut petty nghts and poffdOBpnSy whilft they 
i^gJed the general confervs^tion and defeiic^ f>f Chriften- 
dom, from t^e impetUjqus torrents of Qur invincible air- 
mks. 

The ]gUe^oc of Sfi^odcnhurgh is en^ere4 iptq tl^e 
Dutchy of Mons with coniiderable forces» pretending to 
adjoft I kpow not what differences bet^e^n fbofe wl^om 
tMy csijl catholics and proteflan^s. 
, It would b« too tedious for a letter to nm l^k to the 
frit ^Piig^n^ (>£ t}vs yiu.9 aad trace ic dowA froo^ , àhpi^ 
,an hundred y^w^^ ^go.to the prefeat time. BeAdes, it is 
of no import to 2^ v^^v^vimm to hjcar a long ftory of tjbe 
jQ«rri$^«s^v4^ths> J^irs» and kw-difpntes of thefe petty 
infidel princes. Yet, that thou n^iyj^ft ki^w (omethic^ 
$f it». I wSlf^te the mhpji^ bufin^fs a^ brir^y as I can. 
. . In.tb* yew ^4$f WSKaai Dvkt ^f M^op» Juliew, 
9sd ^^h xttamed.Mary, thcLdiiQgkter.of Ferdijumdl. 
Emperor of Goana^y». and. l^ ihifi.mals:h. obteincd of 



■iéte an^tar- (3Bpii[ftm they ra& Cflcftuv a»Xlwf did the ati^ 
Mnt^empanrft'of Rene» whdfe ibcaefibr he preteadb to 
fi»)[ foiiic^eiviteges:^^couckhig the ijscc^iea of: his ckH» 
jdrtn, oftdthek' righ&to hb dfaananomv awl pwrticiàady 
-tiot'dife iraftfeftcteifhttd&èiuit he lim^ Inxt r«il k the 
entire pofieiHoD ,of one heif-male^ or hi. de&ult . of thaf^ 
it fliouli defcend to the next fenoale, which, as I am 
^SM, is* a Olitemi in Oermaay , that fo the grandezza, 
and authojtJU» o£ piinotlj iamilies. may he fappoited. 

I will not troabk thee with the partictdars, which 
wotxld take up a Toiiroae. Bat, in fliort, it appeals, that 
nbtwàthftatiding idi the fhrid prorifion that was or could 
kKtnaà^ this great eikate, after k had remained ùxtf 
•years ttnited, was^rt length -dividrd hctween two prmcèi, 
'boùi dauniiig àn equal right to the whole ; yet to pre- 
vent wars and elFufion of hk}od, each was contented with 
-faalf. Thefe were Wcd^ang Duke of Metweurgh, add 
Efnell, . Marqutr of Brandeahiirgh ;; io whofe hasSSiè» 
the parted &cbeflion h» cofitinncd to this day. 

The oGcaiion of the pnefent qoarvel is their d^Eierence 
of religion ; the Duke of Newhuf|rh being a catholic, 
and he of Brandenhufgh a protcftant. It fi^etss, the 
Brafidenterghers had formerly made inroad» oa thoCe of 
Mona and Juliers, carrying away captive thdr furiefle 
and derviles firom dieir.ahars and convents, and detaiti- 
Sagthjem in fervitude for many ytars, contrary to certaài 
^artiGles that had beeti drawn up between them. They 
aKb nSeà them with great croeEty, and committed a thoà» 
«faad infolencies on the Rcssanimaums, wherever they 
itg0t them in their power; 

Thas their a&irtdontiaued^ the late agrecàient at 
Mofflter; tfimre'v^ttch time the DuJDe of INfewburgh en- 
HeswjCMseè^ ff«t?^hi$^b§e6U fiiom thieir fornix caiamitie% 
«4 Mfeive^tldftg«40^ididr «^^ '' ' 



IJÓ LETMIIS WfUTfW «Y Voi» IV. 

The Eled^i^ of , Bx^denlnirgh, makjiig tUft «n pc«i^ 
fion of war, has now invaded the dominiona'of^ ibe bid. 
didce* H<f i* not gone in p^rfon^ but ba» fent .a good 
fddier» whom th^ey caU Othe-S^arr» wth. four tbpu&ad 
mn», ta begii» dbe <:«ai|»lgn9. who» it is faid, witt jbe fol» 
Iqyv^d Uy a greateri army- • ^ 

But before he took the field, the £ledor«0f Brande»^ 
bui^h^ad 9Xk interview and comference with the Duke of 
Saxony about this afFalr, who is «dfo a pifiteftant; £m 
that it is thought no.fmall, difli»bance will .arife in the 
eippii^. i\ll joy and peace to true. belie:verfi !< . 

He offniadenburgh has caufed. a dedaration to he 
iìpread abroad, /uil of j^ecious. prcitencffl». that fo his eon^-» 
quefts mAY be the more eafy. He talks of nothing but 
reftodng the people of Juliers and Mpns to their ancient 
liberties and rights, both in. civil and religious matters,, 
promilsDg^tiBe hireà things in> the world to thofe tkai- 
obey him, and receive his armies with friend(bip^ on the 
other fide, threatening to treat thofe who reiift him with 
the utmpil feverity that is due to t^itors ajid rebels ; 
and all this for the &ke of two or three infignificant co* 
remonies and opinions wherein they di&r.$. mere trifles» •: 
iitecal whimfies, the fport of their dpéiocSf..|hcì.fpawn of 
wanton and luxuriant brains f for no grealec was tlie oiri« 
ginal difference between ^e Lutherans apd- tho£e of the , 
Reman church. . One, will be faved by th^^ ftrength of . 
his fancy», which he càlls.faith* without dqing ;|iiy good 
work towards it; the other toils all his li&tjme,»ta msr > 
ri t Heaven». iind thinks he.jcan nevcx do enough to olMio 
his end. He wears out the pavenvcnt o£ churohèSs- and 
makes tho ficiaioflun Iqiee» lik« that of a camel», with 
perpetuali knfel^ng and prayjng„to imdgtfSHaod p^dwrcs; ^ 
an4^ after ajj#, they may^he, bptji ;damned,! fer ought I 
know, for thek iU Uv^* , ^hejiJfCSX mi 4cV<nu: 0»^ fUiOf 
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xhtt like rrM bettfts^ and think td gain parad% lyy their 
uÈmtnnà zeaL 

' The Duke of Ncwburgh had pubUfhed a manifcfto a« 
gainft the proceediiige of Brandeàburgh, and foltched 
the-Duke of Lorraine's aid, as alib thst: of Leopold'» 
Archduke of Auftria* What wiU be the iffue no man 
knows I but oft-time» a fmall ipark kindles great fires ; 
and it -is not impoffible, that this little feud may fee the 
wbolf empire'in a flame. • 

Mighty bafia» I pray Heaven blefs thee -with peace, 
health, and thy due revenue. If thefe be not enough to 
msdce thee happy^ I wifti thee ' an increafe of honours, 
and afl the gloriou» fatigves ivèkh mortals court ^s their 
waytoblifs. 

Pari», 20th of the 7th' Mood, of the Year 1 651. 



B»aaa9= 



bvspfiCT Bie not s I liaire a» equal efteem for thee, as 
I hBLYC for the other baffas and minifters of the divan ; 
but I find it diffiddt to^eàfe any. Tfiey ate taptióus, 
and erety one woidd have sA my letters addreffed to him- 
fclf ; as if I Were placed here to' ferve particular interefts, 
and not the pubMc. However, I cannot* Hut acknow- 
ledge the tacft ho^flour tìiey do me, in being fo covetous 
of poor Mahttiut's córrefpondence. I wi(h I were in a 
condition to be more partial ; then I would quickly make 
thee atid fome others fenfible, which are the perfons for 
whbm I have a peculiar regai-d. 

Bat as the cafe is at prcfctit, T 'muft obfervd the in- 
ftiUélions I have récei^d, and by turns write to all. 

^herein, if I foil' of arithihetrcal proportions, I wiM 
makie- amends by the rules of geometry r K I write but 

2 



IjS LETTCR8 WKltWN.BY V^l. IV. 

ieldom to Cosoe, I de^re that . tke leagdi of my letters, 
and folidity of the matter, may be accepted af a proper 
(ttpplement* 

But thou haA no rea(bn to compiala on thk fcore, uu- 
ic£i it he of thyfjdf for travelling into remote countnes, 
whither I know not how to follow thee with kttert, or 
any other way. Befides, the former friendfhip that hat 
beeu between us, is a fufficuut counterfcarp agaioil: all 
fufpicion of negleé^ on my part, who -am a thàufand 
times obliged to thee for fo aiany repeated favours. For 
die lake of God, therefbre, aad aU that k good, wound 
my Iwaii no mofe with thde undeferved reproacbes, but 
Ufiove &ed&&ly tfaat.Mala»at can never be nngra^efoì 
and falfe. 

Thy letter is a mi£cellai^ of friendly comidaint^ and 
compliments : Thou gi?eft me a charafter to which I do 
not pretend. It is true indeed, and I thank Ood and 
my good flars for k, that I waa not born blind, deaf, or 
dumb. Nature gave me my fenfes fre« from any maiii- 
feft defed ; attd I have aa nuiiflerent g9od mmory, 
Wbeik I was yowtig I liad an incUiuitias to inead bodks» 
aad fortune bw fince &voured nte wità many cppaitunv» 
l^sfor that.puipofe. But I fmmd the imiil pro^fitabte 
ftudy to be that «f MYSELF, to which all the labori- 
OU9 pains of the fchools and academies Cerve only as a 
certain gradation and difcipline. Nay, without thefe a ^ 
saan may attain sdl the knowledge that ia neceHairy t^ 
the accomplifhment of his natnre ; for fo did the firft 
philofophers, before books or letters were extant. If 
thou wilt be pcrfeftly wife, read the ALCORAN, and 
the UNIVERSE ; after that periife THYSELF ; thou 
wilt find nwtter of wonder and improvement in each ; but 
tnoft of all in the lad ; for man is a medley of all things. 
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Were this kilbn wdl learned and praéUfed in the 
oa«rt of Prattce, there would not be fo many little 
quarrds mnoog tbefe infidels ; or at kaft fach petty orì- 
ginals would not prodace £0 many fatal confeqaences. 

From the firtt time the Prince of Condc With his 
iMTothers were releafed from their imprifomncnt (whereof 
I have given aa account to Minezim Alupb)» there ap* 
peared sioch coldaefs in the qtteeA's reception of them» 
mtà dbelr addrefTes to her« . On both fides they were at 
a lofs how to i>ehavt tiiemfclivefif for aU' tbeir civillttéb 
were forced. It k tniCi tbene was a ipSendid umbrage^ 
of recofidHation ; but it foon tanifiied. Tbeir ftippref- 
iiod psffions drfcovend tbemfelvcs by degrees, and at 
loftgth boroke out into open enmity. 

The queen appeared hSL of coaddròeiiiltm.andFaittun{ 
but young Conde is as full of his merits and brate ex» 
-ploitSy remembering wbat Cervices he has done to this 
crown. Befldesy he is not void of fufpicion and jealoufy, 
Rft na xTtbtt excencs or royal Kmdnels are ftttttned^ only 
to render him more fecure^ and To entrap bim a lecond 
time with greater advantage. The horror of his firft 
im^fifoamcnt is yet fixed in bis miad, from wheooe it 
wffl not be eafy to effiice it. Three principal fcrvants ót 
the queen were bamfhed to remove bis fears; for be 
Imagiited tbem to be inftruments of c<»nefpOndence be- 
tween the queen and his old enemy Cardinal MaiarmL 
Yet /he publi/bed a declaration, iignifying» that the car* 
dmai fhould be for ever banifiied, not only fìx>m the courts 
but finom the kingdom. 

And this moOHy the king, being come of age, invited 
tlie piince to the ceremonies ufual on fuch occaiions; - 
which Conde apprehended a.s a fhare, and fo Hed out of 
Pari^. 
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L Tltc event of t^efe emergencies is yet in the Sacred 
pagts of deflSny ;"but in all likelihood a* civil war will 
fdlow. People afe whifpering, ca&alling, and making 
parties oh both fides. AD the powder in Paris is en- 
gfoifed and gone» but nobody knows by whom. Some 
.fay the prince is poilcd into tìanders ; others report, 
that he is retired to his own government, there to raife 
an army. The mod knowing aver, that, wherever he is, 
he ha» two' hundred thoufand fequins in bank to give life 
to his new defigns, let them be what they will. 

Think'not this news of fmall importance, ferene baifa; 
l>ut when thou heareil of the civil wars among Chriftians, 
efpectaHy in the realm o£ France, the firft and mofl vk- 
torious empire of the Weft, look on thy right hand and 
on thy left, for our holy Prophet,* or his herald, is near 
at handJ 

Paris, 2%à of the 9th Moon, of the Year 165 1. 



XIX.— To SoLy,?«^N hit Cou/!ti\ ai Conflantinopic, 

1 Hou feeft what thy libertinifm has brought on thee. 
For my part, I am fick in reading thy letter, full of me- 
lancholy, and the word kind of enthuliafm. 

Haddthou followed my advice, or, if that be co»- 
JÉemned, hadft thou but obeyed the precepts of thy father, 
an honeft man, and one that went down to the grave in 
peace, thou would^ft have lived as happily as other men ; 
but now thou art overwhelmed with hypochondriac va- 
pours, and dt-eams of a fickly brain. I counfel thee to 
purge thy fdf* with hellebore, for thou haft more need of 
that than of books. In all my life, I never heard fuch 
religions nonfcnfe from a muffvilaian, as thy b.ft letter » 
ftuffed with. 
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I have not patience to make i:ep«ititk»)t»..o]: ^aiwet 
ievery particular whimfy of thine. But in God's lutme»' 
what thakes thee fright th]^elf with fu^h a wrong obtioa 
of hell Ì It is a common maxim in nature, that, nothkg' 
violent is permanent. Either therefore the pains of thi?' 
damned arc not infinitely intenfc, or elfe they arc n9t* 
eternal in their duration. Thou wilt fay, the Alcoran 
itfelf afferts the eternity . of thofe tormenta ; but dofi:' 
thou uriderftand the figurative manner of fjfteech. ufed in ' 
that divine book, and in all our Eaflem writings ? Is it' 
not common to call a very high mountain, the moiHilain 
of God ? as if all the mountains and valleys of jthe earth 
were not equally his. So, to exprefs an uncertain. leiigth 
of time, it is cuftomary to ufe the epithet, eternal. Thus 
we, in ordinary convcrfation fay in Arabia, 1 will loye yoi^ 
eternally ; I will ferve you, fight for you, &c.- eternally ; 
and the fame of the contrary paffions ; and . yet we all 
know we (hall live but a few years. 

But granting that the Alcoran fpeaks in a literal* feofe, 
it does not follow, that thofe pains ar^r without intervals 
of reft. We read of the tree zacon, which grows in the 
centre of hell ; but who will interpret what is underftood 
by this plant ? ^ 

Coufin, make ufe of thy^reafon, and pra£):ife.the \>ejSL 
things. As for our condition after this life, trouble not 
thyfelf, for no man knows what will becoipe of him when 
he goes hence : However, we cannot belicYC..the .Su- 
premely Merciful delights in cruelty. , , 
There is a path which the eagle has not winged, pof 
the ferpent traced, though it is qbvibus to •.both.; b.ut 
their own rafhpets blinds them, and they cannot difcerp 
the way of the wi^e» .There, are men of towering fpecu- 
lations, ^nd others very crafty } yet neither one nor ttht 
other can grope out the diredt road to blifs. If J n^ay 



Z4a LEtm^A WItlTKK BY VoVIV^L 

i4nie thee, kl rafeozc bé thy .gttide. Pe no&kig ftiit 
vriuit humawly prompts thee to : It i$ thk alane diftm* 
gulihes thee from other anioi^ts. Honour the Aieinoff 
of thy deceafied parents^ love thy friends^ and be generous 
to thy enemtts.; dojuftice to alt men ; obferve the pwi- 
ficgtiont and prayers pr$icribed by the law ; but gke m 
credit to the fables of infidels. It is common here a* 
inoQg .the ChiifliaDS to paint hell with horrid fiames and 
devils flying up and down with red hot prongs, to toff 
the damned from fire to fire ; and their preachers make 
long and direful harangues on the fame fubjedl ; wheA| 
idi the whil^, neither they nor we kno^*r what or where 
hell U^ or after what nmncr the wicked ihall be chaftif- 

Only the illuminated of God have this ftandard of 
truthj. that both our pains and pleafures after this life» 
fhall be exaótìy proportioned to our virtues and vices. 
There is no nialice or injofbice ifi the good Creator of afi 
things* 

Coufin^ once again, let thy fenfef be awake, aird ftrffer 
»ot thy r^fon to dream ©f things which have no exift-^ 
enee ; for» aOinredZy, God is the moft impartii^ j^dge of 
the univerfe. 

Pari», *x4 of the loth Moon, of the Year 1651. 



XSL^*^T(f EndIl Al* Z*Al)t Jaaf» Beglerbeg of 
Dkt'hekir. 

X HA.vE. qiot the honoin: to know thee in perfcp, bat 
have heard of thy fame. So mortal» are unaeqoaiot^cl 
with the ff^eretft of the. fixed ftars, yel we obferre their 
kiftre and nink^.acd- the ^nne dbey voiskt m thofe remote 
worlja* * 
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Tby exploits amon^ the Cunfa and Georgians arc not 
unknown in thefc paits* The Pranks» that travel in the 
Baft, have twmfportcd hither fuch a charader of thy 
niagliammou9 actions, ad tiiakea aM men of ha«oin: m love 
wkb thee ; and I have conceived a partictdar veneration 
for thy virtue».' May God incrcafé them with thy hours, 
and grant thee a monopoly of bliftl 

Thou art placed m an eminent feat, and mayéft with 
reafon bq caScd lord of- lords, as thy title imports ; for 
thou art poffcflbr of the terrcftnal panidife, if we may 
^^e credit to tire traditron of the ancients* They tell 
as, that for a time Adam dweh there, with his fecond 
vnfc ; and that the particular place of his abode was an 
ifland, encompaiTed with the rìvers Euphrates, Tygris, 
Pifon and Gihon ; from whence it was called Mefopo« 
tamia by the Greeks, which ligntfies, a region environed 
with rivers. 

All the ^eft of Afia have a profound refpeft for this 
country." And the Jews relate ftrange ftories of a tret 
in Dierbekir^ which grew five hundred miks high in the 
days of Adam ; which they fay, vras cut down by aà 
angelf ^^' "^an (hould climb to Heaven by it before hii 
time ; for, it feems, ambition was a vice early as our 
nature ; and Adam was no fooner fenfible l^at he was a 
man, but he afpircd to be a God, or fomething like one. 
So great a charm there is in honour and authority. 

They fay adfo, thaS Abntham was berA in thi» region ; 
however, it is certain, if thens be any certaifity in records 
and hiftoriep, that he refidcd there a confiderablc timii 
But thou knoweft be^E what traditions thy fubjeds have 
ftf thefe things. * ' 

The Chinefe and' Indians langW at all this, a& a ro- 
fiiuice of later d«ce than thek* chfonkles, which mafct 
thofe extremities of the Eaft to be the (Uge of the firft 
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mortais. Inftead of Adam and Eve, or Ableth, they 
àflert the names of the original parents of mankind to be 
Panzon and Panzona, whofe ofiispring, they fay, con. 
tinned ten milffons of years» btlt at length were all de- 
ftroyed fipom the earth by a tempeft from Heaven : After 
whom, they tell us, God created' Lontizam, a man with 
two homSy each as big and tall as a tree in that country, 
whkh they call the plant of God, being the largeft and 
firft of all Tegetablcs. This man's horns being prolific, 
according to their tradition, out of the right fprang a 
thoufand men every day for a hundred years, and as 
many women out of the left' in the fame fpace ; from 
whom defcended all mortals of both fexes to this day ; 
thoQgh we are much diminifhed in bulk, through the ge- 
neral decay of human nature ; for thefe people affirm, 
that the firft race of men were all giants ; but that, 
through intemperance and other vices, their offspring 
Ihrunk by degrees into fmaller dimenlions, till at length 
they arrived at the prefent ftature, and appeared like 
pygmies, in comparifon of the primitive fona of Lonti- 
eam. In confirmation of this, the Indians (how to tra- 
vellers fome of their temples hewn out of vaft rocks, 
with the images of thofe gigantic men, who they fay 
were eaiployed in the work* Thefe they honour as he- 
roes, or demi-gods. 

• I dp not relate this for truth, but only td divert thee,' 
in reprefenting the different opihions of men. God on« 
ly knows how to feparate the truth from falfehood in 
Wftories. « 

But to return to Dicrbekir : This country is femoutf 
for the tower of Bidjtl, buflt by MiRn-od and hk fbfiow* 
era ; at what time the langmget wefe confounded, as 
ÌMfiits relates. It k .rcmtAMt dfe, for ..the battle 
fought between the Farthians and Romans at Harra», 
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and for the death of Garacalk, the fon of Sevenia, Enjr 
peror.of Rome, who was murdered by Macrinus, tke 
Roman general. Thefe. emperors were sdl calkd C»ikr% 
aa the kings of Egypt were called Pbaraob» and Ptoki» 
mles. It feeiQs the word Cae£»f waft firft apj^Ued to Jvt* 
liua the Roman dicUtor, for that his mother dyiog under 
the pains which were to give him Ufe^ her belly was ripped 
up, and he drawn forth from her womb by the hands of 
a furgeon, in memory of which, he «nd all his fucceffpiB 
were called Csefars ; that word fignlfying, Drawn fortk 
hy violence* But whatCoerer the maQoer of hit birth 
was, this is certj^n, tlvit be, aad forty of his fucceficH^ 
were hunied out of the world by untimely deaths ; (qit 
they either laid violent hands on themfdves, or were 
murdered by traitors. 

If thou wouldeft have any news out of thefe parts, tht 
chief difcourfe at prefent is, of a great victory obtained 
by the Pokpiders againft the Cofiacks and Tartars. Aai 
I could wifh this were all ; but the Nazareoes are com* 
tinuaily J»ade joyful with the fuccefs of the Venetians 
againil the arms of the invincible empire* They beat u» 
by fea, and baffle all our attempts by land. We have 
not got an inch of ground in Candia, during the kft 
campaign, but loft many thoufands of men, and brought 
the name of the Sublime Porte and viéi<Mriou8 muifulmaas 
into coatempt and icotn. Where the fault lies» God 
knows- It is too melancboiy a theme to inM en parti- 
culars. 

Don Juan of Auftria hat alfo befieged Barcelona hf 
fini aad land. 

Sevend arrefts of pai&unént are jbere pul^ibed agamll 
tbe Prince of Ceade and Us adherents ; and it ^ Hpatt^ 
cd the King wiQ icdd Cariual Mssarinl from Mi banifr- 
meat. 

Fol. IV. G 
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lUuftrious prince and governor of a happy region^ I 
beg thy favourable conftrudign of this addrcls. And 
thiw, in reverence, I defift, full of dutiful and aSedionate 
vows for thy profperity. 

Paris, 19th of the lath Moon, of the Year 1551. 



BOOK III. 

LETTER l.—To Abdel Melech Muli Omar, Pre- 
fidtnt of the College of Sciences at Fe%» 

A Hou haft formerly received a letter from mCj^ wherein 
I mentioned the tenets of a certain French philofopher, 
-who maintains that the earth moves like the reft of the 
planets, and the fun ftands ftill, being the centre of this 
our vsrorld ; for he aflcrts that there are many. 

The name of this fage is Des Cartes, renowned through- 
out the world for his learning and knowledge. He lays 
as a bails of all his philofophy this fhort pofition and in- 
ference, " I think, therefore I am." In this alone he is 
dogmatical, allowing a lawful fcepticifm in all the uncer- 
tain dcduAions which may be drawn from it. 

Pardon me, oraculous fage, if I expofe before thee my 
infirmities. I am naturally diftruftful of all things ; this 
temper puts me upon perpetual thinking ; and that very 
adi convinces me of the truth of my being, according to 
. the method of this philofopher. But what I am, I 
know not : Sometimes I fancy myfclf no more than a 
dream or idea of all thofe other things which men com- 
monly believe do really exift, a mere imagination of pofll- 
bilities ; and that all which we call the world is but one 
grand chimera, or nothing in mafquerade. 
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At other times, when thefe wild thoughts are vanifh- 
ed, and my fpirits, tired in the porfuit of fuch i^ftraéi^ 
ed whimfies, begin to fiag, and that my lower fcfife, 
awaked by fome prcfent pain or pleafurc, roufes my 
fleeping appetites ; when I am touched with hunger, 
thiril, or cold, or heat, and find experimentally I am 
fpmething that cannot be a mere thought or dream, but of 
a compoiition which (lands in need of meat, drink, gar- 
ments, and other neceflaries ; then, rather than fret myfelf 
with vain and endlefs fcrutinies,! tamely conclude I am that 
which they call a man ; I lay the fceptic afide, and, with- 
out any farther fcruples or doubts, fall round to eating,, 
drinking, or any other refrefhments my nature craves 
for. 

But no fooner hare I tailed thefe delights, when my 
old diflemper returns again. I then confider myfelf as 
a being capable of happinefs or mifery in fome degree, 
as I fhall polfefs or want thofe very delights I juft before 
enjoyed. This is a fufficient damp to a thinking man, 
when he knows that he (lands in need of any thing out 
of himfelf ; but it is far greater, when he will take the 
pains to number all the train of his particular necellities, 
which he is not fure he fhall always be able to fup* 
ply. 

This makes me prefently conclude, that, as I am in« 
debted to other creatures for my fenfrble happinefs, fo I 
owe my very being to fòmething befide myfelf. I exa- 
mine my ofiginal, and find I am born of men and wo- 
men, who were in the fame indigent circumftances a», 
myfelf, and that it is not only fo with my particular fa- 
mily, but with all mankind ; our whole human race be- 
ing born natural mendicants from tBe womb. As foon 
as we breathe the vital air, we cry, and with thefe inar- 
ticulate prayers, beg for help and proteélion from others^ 

G 2 
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w^out whofe generous ^id we could not fubfift a mo- 
nftat ; fo poor and beggarly a thing is man from his 
birth* This is the condition of all : neither is a king 
any more exempt from this common chani6ier oi moitak» 
titan the flave who fwecps the ftreets. 

If I could have reHed in this thought, I Should have 
•been h^ppy ; for it would have had this xjifiucncc on me, 
either to convince me that I ought to be content with 
the condition to which I was bom, or to rid myfelf out 
of fo deipicabk a ilate by death. 

But aks ! one thought produces another ; and, finom 
.the contemplation of our prefeni mifery in this life, I fall 
^to thinking what will become of us after death. For as 
we know not what or where we were before we came in- 
to this world, fo there is no human certainty whither 
we (hall go, or in what condition we ihaU be, when we 
leave it; and therefore it would be an unpardonable 
nadnefs, to throw my Cielf headlong into a fiate of which 
I have no account ; and, to avoid the little miferies of 
tàis life, which mult have an end one time or other, caft 
myfelf down a precipice (for aught I know) of intolerable 
tormeuts, which has no bottom. 

I hear the philofophers talk of immortaUty, the poets 
of Elyfium, the Chriftlan priefts of heaven, hell, and pur- 
gatory, the Indian bramins of tranfmigration ; but I 
know oat vrhat or which I have reafon to believe of all 
.thde. 

I fpeak after the maniier of philofophers, for, if we 
come to faith, the cafe is altered. Think not, I befeech 
thee, thai I caU in queilion the &cred oracles, the reve-. 
btions of the fent of God ; but I only acquaint thee bow 
my natural reaibn hatters me with doubts. 

I fee men every where profei&ig fome religion or o» 
tkeri paying divbc hooo>»i to towc fujpmor bctiig or he* 



Book IIL A STT AT PARIS. 1 49 

ingSy according as they have been educated, which ma- 
ny times tempts me to think, that religion is nothln]^ 
but the efFeé^s of education. 

Then I wonder how men, when they come to years of 
difcretxon, and their reafon is able to diftinguiih between 
things probable, and mere romances, can ftiU retain th« 
errors of their infancy. It is natural for children to be 
wheedled or awed into a belief of what their parents, 
Dorfes, or tutore teach them ; hot, when they come of 
age, they foon re£lify their mifled underilandings in all 
things, fave the affairs of religion. In this they arc ch3* 
dren ftill, tenacious of the facred fables of their priefts^ 
and obilinate in maintaining them, fbmetimes evep to 
death. 

It puzzles me to find out the caufe of fo fliange an ef* 
h&f that men, otherwife endowed with mature judgment, 
and an extraordinary fagacity in aU things elle, (hbuM 
yet be fools in matters of religion, and believe things in* 
confiftent with the common fenfe and realbn of mankind. 
I could never give credit to the hiftories of the ancient 
pagans, which acquaint us with the devout adorati(»a 
they paid to the creatures of the painter or carver, did I 
* not fee the fame pra6lifed among the Chriftians j or that 
thofe wife men of old could fwallow the forgeries of their 
priefts, concerning their gods and goddeffes, were i not 
an cye-witnefs how bigotted the modern Na^areneS are 
to the legends of their faints, and the Jews to thofe mote 
ridiculous figments of the Talmud. 

It perplexes me to fee mankind generally labouring 
under fo great a darknefs, not fo much the effed of ig- 
norance as of fupcrftition ; to behold men tvcH verfed in 
fcicnces, and all kinds of human learning, yet zealous 
affcrters of manifeft coiitradiélions in mattets of ditinity^ 

<^3 
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rather than oppofe, or fo much as examine, the traditions 
of their fathers. 

When I behold mankind divided into fo many innu- 
merable different religions in the world, all vigoroufly 
propagating their own tenets, either by fubtlety or vio- 
lence, yet few or nope feeming by their pradlice to bc- 
h'eve what they with fo much ardour profefs, I cooW 
almoft think, that thcfe various ways of worfliip were 
lirft invented by politicians, each accommodating his mo- 
del to the inch'nations of the people whom he defigned 
• to circumvent. 

But when, on the other fide, I confidcr there appears 
fomething fo natural and undifguifed in the furious zeal 
and unconquerable obftinacy of the greateft part> I am 
as ready to join with Cardan, and conclude. That all 
. this variety of religions depends on the different influence 
of the ftars. This was a famous philofopher in Europe, 
and held, that the religion of the Jews owed its original 
. to the forces of Saturn, that of the Chriilians to Jupiter, 
and ours to Mars ; as for the Pagans, he aiBgns te them 
many conftellations and afpeéis. 

Thus there is fo equal an -appearance of truth and 
falfehood in every religion, that I fhould not know how, 
. in human reafon, to fix on any. 

Superftition renders a man a fool, and fcepticifm is 
enough to make him mad. To believe all things is above 
reafon ; to give credit to nothing is below it : I will keep 
the middle path, and direft my faith by my reafon; 

That faculty tells me, that, if I were inclined to adore 
the fun, moon, and ftars, for their beauty and influence, 
I might on the fame ground worfhip my own eyes, with- 
out which I could not behold their tempting fplendours ; 
or, I might as well pay divine honour to that more inti- 
mate fenfe, my feeling, or any of my other fenfes, whick 
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only render me capable to know the virtue of thefe lu- 
minaries. The fame may be faid of the elements, aiid 
all vifible beings» 

* What then ftiall I adore, or to whom (hall I return 
thanks for all the bleffings I enjoy ? for even in this mi« 
fcrable life I taftc fome happinefs. To what being, I 
fay, fhall I addrefs my vows and fupplications, for all 
the good that I po^fefs and want ì Is it to any thing that 
I have feen or can fee, or that I can reprefent to myfelf 
under a figure ? Is it to any part of the univerfe, or no ? 
No. To the whole complex together ? No. I have a 
thouOuid kind thoughts for the fun, moon, and ftars, for 
the elements, and many other compound creatures. My 
foul, and that of the world, are unifons. But it is the 
profound depth of eternity, the infinite, and immortal, 
who is the diapafon, and makes pcrfeél harmony. 

To that being which has no refemblance, neither ig 
iividcd into parts, nor circumfcribed with limits, whbfc 
centre is every where, circumference no where, who hatb 
neither beginning nor end ; to the only Omnipotent, 
from whom all other things flow, and to whom they all. 
return ; to Him I owe all that I have, and will pay what 
I can. And fomething by his determination I am in* 
debted, and will difcharge it to thee, orient light of the. 
Morefco mufTulmans ; that is, the duty of an humble, 
(lave, in begging pardon for this prefumption. ^ 

Paris, 14th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 155a. 



II. — To /^^ Kaimacham. 

It was the contemplation of Ifouf Eb'n Hadrilla, an Ara- 
bian philofopher, that all men were at firfl created in a ftatt; 
of war ; for this fage gave no credit to the writings of Mo--. 
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fesy the Jewlfh liiftorian and prophet ; aeither could stay 
ftrguments perfuade him to believe, that all mortals de- 
fcended from Adam. It was an article of his faith, that 
in the infancy of the world men were formed of the proli- 
fic flime of the earth, impregnated by the vigorous warmth 
éf the fun. and that all other animals had their original 
in the fame manner ; but that, in procefs of time, the 
richnefs of the femindl foil being exhaulled by a conti- 
iiu^ fpontaneous production of Hving creatures, there 
Was no other way to perpetuate the various kinds of be* 
kigs, and multiply the individuals, but by the ordinary 
method of generation ; for which reafon txature feemt to 
have fubdivided every fpecies into two fexcs. 

Hence this philofopher concludes, that at firfl there 
was no nearer relation between man and man, than there 
it now betwixt a Hon and a (heep, or any other different 
kinds of animals ; faving only, that as thefe are difkin» 
gnifhed by their forms, into four-footed beails, fowls^ 
filhes, and creeping tilings, fo men aifumed to themfelves 
the charaéler of rational creatures ; and a principle of 
felf-pfefervation was the firft ground of a tacit and conw 
mon league between men, againd the reft of their fellow* 
animals, efpeciaHy againfl thofe which made a more 
fiightful figure on earth than we do, and feemed moi^ 
«apacious, and inclined to mifchief, fuch as dragons^ ty- 
gers, bears, lions, &c. 

But notwithftanding this general aflbciation of our 
race againft the more favage and fierce troops of beafts, 
yet one man ftill ftood upoft his guaf d againft another ; 
and aH the fons of the earth endeavoured to maintain the 
pofts which nature had aillotted each man ;' that is, the 
place where he was firft formed, and drew breath. But 
things could not laft long in this ftatc ; for cither by in- 
fUnd CT reafo», (caB it wlsch yofu will, fays this author) 
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men being ilraitened for want of fruits, or fpurred on by 
fome fccrct defire of novelty, foon went out of their 
bounds, and eneountered each other, more by chance 
than defign ; whence arofe the firft occafìons of aéiual 
war ; for every ftranger appeared like an invader ; they 
naturally ftartled and fufpeded each other; reciproca^ 
paflìons of cholet fprung in their breafts ; and every man» 
to prevent the eSc£i of hi» own fears and apprehenfions, 
i^ifhed on his neighbour, who was, on the feme ground, 
as ready for an aifault as himfelf. Thus an univerfal 
war commenced in the world, which, by vations methods^ 
of improvement, was carried on by the fuccecding gc-> 
Iterations, and continued to the ptefent times. 

As for the original of governments, the partictdar 
time cannot be determined ; but it may be fuppofed, that 
men generally findirig the inconvenience of thefe private 
perfonal combats, and by degrees arriving to grc^rter ma« 
turity of experience^ formed thcmfdvcs at firft into little 
focictics and friendihips, or as they dwelt near one ano- 
ther,or as they agreed in fome common inclinations, pHnci-»^ 
pies, and interefts ; from which fmafi afifociations, they 
gradually fpread into larger communities, living Under 
certain laws and obligations of mutual peace, juftice, and 
adfiilance toward- each other, and of defence againft their 
commoii enemies ; fome living under the form of a com-^ 
monwealth, others of a monarchy; each body of men 
fating up foch a model, as beft foited their own in-^ 
tercfts and neceffities. From hence fprung the diftinc-^ 
tion of nations, kingdoms, and e^ ^'^^-es^ Thus far tlie 
Arabian philofopher. 

But without inquiring i«ta the truth of his ptindples,:^ 
^ne would think, that fome of the wcftern Nazarenes 
were his difciples; and indeed all civil dillènilons fecih to. 
be grounded on the fame matims; whilfl men, on the 
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. leaft <Ufcostent or jealoufy, lay afide the obedience tbey 
owe to their fovereigns, claiming I luiow not what na- 
tural right to defend themfelves againft the encroachments 
^ and ufurpations of others* 

Thus no fooner was it fuppofed here, that the king 
. intended to recai Cardinal Mazarini from his exile» but 
: the parliament of Paris, who are fecret friends to the 
. Prince of Conde, publifhcd an arreft againfl the cardinal, 
^ whereby all perfons are forbid to contribute towards the 
return of this minifter ; and ordering, that his . Jibrary, 
with all his moveables, (hould be fold, to raife a fum of 
an hundred and iifty thoufand livres, which is promiftd 
as a reward to thofe who fhall either take him prifoner, 
or kill him. They alfo petitioned the Duke of Orleans 
to make the utmoft ufe of his authority againfl the car- 
dinal, who thereupon raifed confiderable troops, and 
gave the command of them to the Duke of Beaufort. 

In the mean time, the cardinal is not idle, but, with 
what forces he has, performs fome confiderable aé^ipn 
in his own defence. He has taken prifoner an eminent 
counfellor of parliament. The parliament fent a trumpet 
to demand his releafe. This mcffenger was rejedled ; 
whereupon the parliament are taking new methods. 

The Prince of Conde has fent a letter and requefl to 
the parliament, defiring them to fufpend the execution 
of the arreft publiQied againft him , fince the time given him 
to lay down his arms was not yet expired, and that the 
cardinal was returned into the kingdom, contrary to a 
.prohibition iigned by the king. . 

But notwithftanding all thefe traverfes, Mazarini is 
come again to the court, which :s now kept at Poidliers, 
where he wzs received with infinite refpeél and carefFes, 
by the king, the queen, and all his friends. Animofitie» 
daily incrcafc between the differ.ent parties 5 private 
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grudges are improved to public faéUons | an umver&l 
peevifhnefs has pofleiTed the hearts of the French nation ;. 
they ar^e alarmed and offended at one another's looks : 
If a man fmile too much, or too little, in con verììng. with 
his friend, it is enough to give him the charadler of aur 
enemy, or at leaft to render him fufpe£^ed ; fo that he. 
who would live peaceably here, at this juncture, had 
need to be well (killed in all the fecrets of phyfiognomy, 
and i^ake frequent ufe of his looking-glafs, left an^^ 
oblique caft of his, eye, or fatirical writhing of his nofc, 
fliould be interpreted for fymptoms of hidden maHce ; for 
now they wiU fpy treafon in every feature of a man's face, 
• As for me, when I go abroad, I conform to all com- 
panies, yet alter not my addrefs ; I neither p-^y the ape, 
nor counterfeit a llatue ; but, obferving a mediu ••, I 
pay a civil refpeA to all, without being courtly or rude, 
for this carriage beft fuits with my circumftanccs. Hence 
it is, that nobody fufpedls the plain, deformed, blunt, 
crook-backed Titus of Moldavia, to be what I am really | 
Mahmut, the flave of the exalted Porte. 

Paris, 14th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1652. 



III. — To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the 
Ottoman Empire» 

JL HE prince of Cpnde's taking up arms, has more puz- 
zled the counfels of the king of France, anc. more em- 
barmffed his affairs, than any occurrence thai has hap- 
pened fince the death of his father. 

1 have already informed the Kaimacham, and others, 
of all paffages hitherto relating to thefe intJiine broils; 
£nce which they fccm to be improved ip»o u war, wheue- 
in. foxeign nations take a part. Afte * tLc r^icaa of Caiv 
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Aiaal Mazsnni to this court, the Pmcc «f Conde wiis 
4five& to great ftraite, bting compeilkd by the fwift! 
marches of the king's army to retire to Bourdeaux ; 
where, eo&Bdcriog that it would not be fo mudi his inte* 
fcft to keep tfai» place, aa to increafe his forces, he fent 
ii^voys to th« King of Spain, and Archduke Leopold 
kk Flanders, to de^re their afManeCk 

The former hnmediately difpalcbed away orders for a 
#aftfiderab}e body of ineti to approach the confines of 
Gafcoigne, where the prince had a great intere il ; and 
file latter* fe^t him eight thou&fid me», to aél on the 
ààt of Flanders, and toward P^uris , as occaiion offered* 
Thi» is the particular game of the Spaniards, to take ad- 
Vai\lage of ttie citil waiis in this kingdom, that fo, by 
tkjjifting the weaker party, they may balance the coa- 
tèftirig jjowers of the nation, and keep them in a perpe» 
t)tal quarrel ; whilil in the interim they gain ground, re* 
cover the places which the French took from them ifi 
time of domeitic peace, and ^ pave the way to new 
conqueds. 

In the mean time, the parliament fent deputies to the 
king, befeeching him to remember his royal word, by 
which he had for ever baniflied Cardinal Mazarini, and 
r^prefenting to him the fatal confequences which were 
like to proceed from his return; but the king, inftead 
ef complying with their requefts, caufed an cdid of 
counctl f o be publilhed, which juftified his condu^ ki 
tìiW matter. 

He alfo wrote a letter to the parHameiit, Aill <y{ com* 
plaints, that they had ttot yet publtfhed any order to 
hmàct the entrance of a foreign army into the kingdom ; 
httt tìl figtiifìeid nothing to men paffionately bent td 
maintain the Prince of Condc*6 quarrel agarnft their fo- 
"itrtìgà. lit hat but few trttfty men b that £ni«te, aaé 
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^ey are oYcHiwed by the I'eft ; bdide% the Didce olO» 
feans bears a flrafige fWay^ both in the parliameot una 
eoantiy. 

At the inftigatioa of the prince, the citizena of Ofkant 
ficut up their gates, when they heard the king was coming 
that way in his letum to Paris : yet the country wai 
open for the Prince of Conde, a fubjeél ; he travelled up 
and down the provinces, to make new interefts, and con- 
firm the old, leaving the command of his army in Oafr 
coigne to his brother the Prince of Conti. 

There have been many fkirmifhes and eneounters be- 
tween the king's forces and thofe of the malcontent^ 
and one fierce combat, wherein the Prince of Conde de^ 
feated the vanguard of the king's army, as he was march* 
ing to thiS' city ; whereby, getting the ftart of his fova-> 
reign, he arrived here, and was received in the parlia- 
ment» whilH the monarch was forced to lie encamped im 
the field. 

The prince found a different reception» according to 
the various humours of people: The gieatefi part fa- 
voured him ; and he received infinite carefTes from the 
citizens of Paris ; but met with fome oppofition frofl 
perfons of higher rank, and more ftedfafl loyalty to tbd 
crown. The Duke of Oiieans is his greatcft friend» and 
:one for whom the parliament have a great deference ; not 
fo much in contemplation of his wit and policy, as f^r 
the fake of his near relation to the crown» he being unc)e 
to the prefent king ; whereby he hat a right to alFume 
more authority than others, in regulating the diforders of 
the court» among which the gieateft is eiUenaed that pf 
Cardinal Masarini's return. 

In a word» both parties ferve themfeWes of thofe w)^ 

have the grette^ intereft, and are moft. likely to comp<^e 

-the qoarreL The exiled que^ |»C: Sngtand and^hct^fai^ 
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who have taken fan^buaty in this kingdom from the pcr- 
fecutions of their own fubjedts, make it their bufinefs to 
mediate between the court party and the faftion of the 
princes. 

The Prince of Condc alfo fent deputies to the king, 
to reprefent to him, that the only means to give quiet to 
the ftate, was to banifh the cardinal miniller ; and, as 
they were delivering their addrcfs, Mazarini came in, at 
the fight of whom they aggravated their charge, and faid 
to his face, " That he was the caufe of all the ey'ds 
which the kingdom fufFered." The cardinal, interrupt- 
ing them, turned to the king, and faid, " Sir, It will 
not be juft that fo iiourifhing a kingdom, and to whofe 
grandeur I have contributed all that lay in my power, 
fhould ruin itfelf for my fake ^ therefore I humbly en- 
treat your majefty to grant that I may return to my own 
country, or whitherfocver my fortune ihall call me.'* 
*• No, no, replied the queen ( not without fome paffion), 
this cannot be granted : The king had never more need 
of your counfels than at this juncture : We cannot con- 
fent, that fo ferviceable a man fhould be banifhed only to 
humour liis enemies ; therefore let u« hear no more of 
that.'' 

The deputies, perceiving nothing of hope, returned to 
Paris. Then the parliament deputed others to go to the 
king, and remonflrate the deplorable ftate of the realm ;. 
This was done a few days ago. 

In the mean time, we have been alarmed here in the 
city with daily infurredlions of the multitude.. The oc- 
oaiion was, fome private orders which the Duke of Or- 
leans had given to the provoft of the merchants, relating- 
to his charge, and the welfare of the city. This being 
mifunderftood by the people, who have not the fenfe to 
diftinguifkthe good offices of their governors from in»» 
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junefi^ put them all into a tumult. They affauked the 
provo ft in his co^ch, as he was paffmg the ilreets ; and, 
had he not efcaped into an apothecary's (hop, they would, 
perhaps, in their fury, have torn him in pieces ; for fo 
they ferved his coach, as an after revenge. 

I am weary of beholding the malicious quarrels of 
thefe infidels ; but when I confider, that their difcords 
-will be inftrumental to the future conquefts of the true 
believers, I am patient and refigned. 

However, it is one comfort to me in this thorny fta* 
tion, that one time or other, inftead of the perpetual 
jangling of bells in Paris, I may again have the happincfs 
to hear the muezins cry on the minarets in Conftanti- 
nople, <* There is but one God, and Mahomet his Pro- 
phet." Or if I (hall not live to enjoy this wi(h, yet, in 
the invifible fiate, I (hall hear the fame cry, and (hall be 
paft doubt of thofe things, whereof I have no certainty 
in this life. 

Paris, acjth of the 4th Moon, of the Year 165a. 



rV. — To Caiia Hali, Phyjictan to the Grand Signior. 

X. HE Chriftians feem to have too proud an opinion of 
themfelves, and fet a greater value on human nature than 
fuits witli reafon. They aflfert, that all things were made 
for man, and ilyle him lord of his fellow-creatures ; as if 
God had given him an abColute dominion over the reil of 
his works, efpecially over the animal generations, and 
that all the birds of the air, beads of the earth, and fi(h 
of the fea, were created only to ferve his appetite, and 
other neceffities of life. I reme;nber a letter I formerly 
fcut to thee, wherein 1 difcourfed of the Cart^lian philg^i 
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fophcrSf and their contempt of the' beads, in detiying 
them fouls, or the ufe of reafon. 

Give me learc to entertain thee now^ and divert my- 
ftlf, with fome farther remarks on this fubjeét. It is a 
refuge from melancholy, when I can thus freely difcover 
Aiy thoughts to a friend, who I know will not be partial 
to the truth. . 

I have been loflg an advocate for the brutes, and hairc 
endeavoured both to abftain from injuring them myfelf, 
and to inculcate this fundamental point of juftice to others. 
This is owing to the example and philofopfey of Mahnm- 
med, the Eremite in Arabia, that light and glory of re- 
ligious men : And, were it noe that my humour is to be 
doubtful in all things, the influence of his converfatton 
would make me a profeffcd Pythagorean, a difcfple of the 
Indian bramlns, a champion for the tranfmigration of 
fouls. 

The laft letter, fave one, I writ to that folitary, was 
upon this fubjedl ; fuch an one as would divert him in his 
cave* It contained an account of the primitive manner 
of life pradifed by the ancients, a narrative of the golden 
age, a hiftory of human innocence, and the fle|>ft which 
men firft took to ufe violence and cruelty to their fellow- 
Creatures. Now I will prefent thee with fome additional 
obfervations, fome remnants of antiquated truth, gleaned 
from philofophers and hiftorians, and winnowed ftom the 
thafF of error and fuperflition. 

Who would not believe the bcafts to be endowed with 
reafon, when he beholds them perform all the aélions of 
rational creatures, with more caution, though lefs pridtf, 
than men ì They are more provident than we, and much 
more fubtle in avoiding any affliéUon or danger. Witnefs 
Thales the philofopher's mule, which he often entployed 
to carry fait to a certain market j but the. cunning bcaft. 
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finding herfelf overloaded, when fhe was paiBng through 
a river, lay down, whereby the water, penetrating into 
the facks of fait, melted it away, and lightened her bur- 
den i and this was her conilant pradice, till the philofo- 
pher, perceiving himfelf thus outwitted by hiaibeaft, was 
rcfolvcd to circumvent her another way ; wherefore, in^ 
dead of fait, he loaded her with wool, which he knew 
would grow heavier by being wet ; but the wary mule» 
fenflble of the difference of her burden, would couch no 
more in the water, but, feeing no other remedy, went 
forward on her joumeyé 

Who Will not admire the wifdom of the fox in cold 
countries, which the inhabitanu ufe as a guide when they 
would pafs over any frozen lake or river ? For this crea* 
ture going before them, lays her ears clofe down to tht 
ice, and liftens to try if fhe can hear any motion or noift 
of the water running underneath ; which if fhe does, (he 
will not venture on the ice ; but, if all be flill, then by * 
logical deduction fhe concludes the ice is thick enotfgh 
to bear paflengers ; and fo fhe leads the way, whilft tho 
men fc^ow. 

When a dog is hunting in the thick woods, and by 
chance comes to a place where three paths meet, he firft 
(cents the one, then the other ; and perceiving that the 
game is not gone by any of thofe two ways, he throws him* 
ielf fwiftly forward in the third, without fuch a particular 
application of his nofe $ which is an evident argument, 
that he makes ufe of the like choice we ourfelves fhould 
do. 

And now I have mentioned this creature, I cannot 
forbear celebrating their virtue and fidelity, whereof wt 
have daily experience ; and there arc many pleafant ex* 
amples recorded by grave hiftorians. 

Such is that of Hyrcanus, a dog belonging to Lyfi« 
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machus» who would never depart from the body of his 
dead mafter» but, following it to the funeral pile, leaped 
into the fire, and was burned for company. 

But the gratitude of a lion to a certain flave in Rome 
M beyond all parallel : This Have was one of thofe who 
were appointed to combat with wild beafts in the amphi- 
theatre, according to the cuftom of the ancient Romans, 
ja the public (hows which were exhibited to the people. 
As foon as the lion was let loofe in the pavement, he ran 
fiarioufly at the flave, but coming nearer^ he ftopped on a 
fudden, as one aftonifhed ; then he came gently towanb 
the flave, fawning upon him, and licking hia hand, Vfhich 
caufed all the pe(^le to give a fhout. The emperor be» 
iog prefent^ and taking notice of the feemingiriendfhip 
and accpaintance that was between the flave and the lion, 
fent for the flave, and inquired the occafion 'of lb ftrange 
an. accident ; to whom the flave made the following re- 
lation: 

; " My name, faid he, is Andredu€, imd I am flave to a 
certain proconfai, who having determined to kiU me, I 
made my cfcape, and hid myfelf in a cave, where I kad 
not lain long before this lion, which you now fee, came 
in, being very lame of one foot. As foon as he fpied 
me, he came limping towards me, and ftretched forth the 
paw that was wounded, as though he begged of me to 
eafe him. Affrighted as I was, I took his paw in my 
hand, and pulled out a great ragged thorn which fluck 
fall in it ; then I wafhed the wound with niy own water, 
whilfl he lay very patiently till I thoroughly drefTed it. 
The eafe he found by my application made him fall 
afleep ; and when he awaked, he hcked my hands, and 
fhowed other figns of afFeftion and gratitude, I lived 
with him thus three years in that cave, and every day he 
brought me a (hare of his prey, on which I fuflaincd my- 
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frlf : But at length tired with this manner of life, I took 
my opportunity when he was gone abroad to make my 
efcape. I wandered up and down three days ; when a 
company of foldiers meeting with me, and knowing to 
whom I belonged, took me, and brought me hither to 
'my old matter, who has condemned me to this cruel death. 
But it feems fortune fo ordered it, that this lion fliould 
be taken about the {blxoc time, and appointed to be my 
executioner this day ; yet you fee he rcfufcs to perform 
his office out of gratitude to me for my former kind- 
«efs." 

The emperor, aftonifhed and pleafed at this pafiage, 
gave the flave his life and freedom, bcftowing alfo the 
^on on him, wlikh bro^ight him in a conflant livelihood, 
by (howing him to all people, who, having heard of this 
-wonderful accident, were defirous to fee both the lion 
and his tenant, for fo they ftyled the ilave, and fome 
called him the lion's phyfician. 

I fhould think I had faid enough already to tire thy 
patience^ and make thee forefwear reading my letters fdr 
the future, were I not well acquainted with thy geniut, 
and know that thou delighteft in relations of this nature, 
being no enemy to the harmlefs brutes. 

Whatever thy fentiments are towards thefe, I dare be 
fure thou art my friend, and wilt bear with my impor- 
tunity, when I ftrlve to convince all men, and confirm 
myfelf in this truth, that the wild beafts are not void of 
reafon and moral virtue. 

Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 155^. 
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V. — To the Captain Bassa. 

In the name of God, fuperlatively indulgent and bemgn, 
lord of armies which cannot be numbered, confervator of 
the empire founded on his own unity ; praife be to him 
that has neither beginning nor end ! what is the reafon 
that we are always baffled by the infidels ì Every year 
our auguft emperor fends out mighty armies by land» 
and our fleets by fca are termed invincible, yet they are 
.ftill overcome by the Chriftians. Where the fault lies k 
beft known to thee, and the generals, to whom the com- 
«land of all is committed* 

My fpirit is difqoieted about thefe things, actid I am* 
uneafy by day, neither does the night afford mt any ré- 
pofc. This hot weather I go. up to the twrace of roy 
koufe at the hour of deep, thinking that the cooinefs of 
the air would incline me to reft ; but I can frnd none : 
I turn myfelf on the leads to the tight hand and to the 
left, yet all poftures ate alike ; fleep has abandoned my 
eyes ; my zeal for the empire of the faithful w31 confame 
ne. 

One night I made folemn preparations to welcome the 
lirft appearance of the moon, after the manner of my 
countrymen. I fprinkled water on the floor of the ter- 
race, and with a new befom fwept away all uncleannefs : 
I filled a lamp with the mod precious oil I could get m 
Paris, which having lighted at the going down of the 
fun, I placed dire6lly on that part which is neareft to 
Mecca. Then I fell on my face, and prayed the eternal 
fource of light, " That at the moment when the moon 
firft afcended our horizon, an intelleàual fplendour might 
(hine in my breaft, that I might there, as in a mirror, be* 



Book III* A SPY AT PARIS. I65 

hold the future fate of the xnufluhnaBSy and the events 
which as yet were bid in the dark womb of poffibility." 

My petition was granted. The night was in her (hady 
courfe, the ftars on their watch» and time» as fxocn a 
hmbeck, diftilled the filent minutee, tiH the moment 
wherein the neighbour planet firft peeped on the tops of 
the mountains. At that inflant I faw and heard things 
(or at leaft I thought fo) which I never fo much as 
dreamed of before» neither can I remember the thoi»* 
fandch part. 

' Beheve me» fupreme commander of the marine» I d« 
ftot boaft or joy in this ; for I think there can be no 
greater afflidion than to be once made partaker of fuch a 
bbfe» and then to lofe it aknoil as foon as gained. Yet 
there are fome footfteps of the viiion remaining on my 
memory. 

** Methinks I beheld armies of muiTulmass (£or I 
thought them to be fuch by their turbans) making {ere^ 
ral defcents on the fliores of Ita}y : Methought I faw 
them protrate tl^emfelves on the ground ; aad> after a 
confiderable fpace of filence, the air echoed with the 
found of AUah» Allah» much like the noife of great caf- 
cadesy or falls of water. 

Then they fcemcd to difperfe themfelves all over the 
country in divers bodies. The inhabitants of Rome ap- 
peared all in a great conilemation : The chief mufti of 
that place went forthwith into the ftrecta» followed by 
his cardinals and dervifes» accompanied by an innumer* 
able multitude of peopk. They carried their gods of 
gold and filver along with them ; and being apparelled 
with garments of coarfe hair» they fprinkled afhes on^ 
their foreheads, m token of their humility» and to padfy 
the iiMÌigna!tion that was kindled againft them. 

<* But Heaven was deaf to thdr dasnorqus vows» nei* 
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thcr could all the pomp of their fupcrftitious fokmnity 
dazzle the eyes which are a thoufand times brighter than 
the fun, penetrating into the darkeft comers of the heart. 
In a word, thefe infidels feemed a while after to be in a 
great confafion and hurry, running this way and that 
way to hide their goods, and fave themfelves from the 
viétorious ftrangere. In fine, I faw the croffes taken 
down from the minarets of the mofques in Rome, and 
crefcents advanced in their place." 

I do not relate this, as if I gave credit to vifions and 
trances : Perhaps all this might be but a waking dream ; 
yet fuch vifionary entertainments happen of courfe to our 
•ountiymen, when they obferve the forefaid ceremonies. 
But I tell thee, I am not aileep at this moment, and yet 
it appears to me a very probable undertaking, for the 
muffulmans to fit out a mighty fleet, which, having a 
fufficient army of landmen aboard, might deliver them, 
with Mttle. or no oppofition, on fomc of the wealthy 
ihores of Italy j and • if it is not thought worth the la- 
bour to make new conquefts, which would be difficult to 
maintain, yet at lead our foldiers, by plundering only the 
rich temples and convents of the Nazarenes, might carry 
away ineftimable treafures. 

I wrote formerly to one of thy predeccflbrs about the 
fame matter, propofing the furprife of Loretto, as a very 
eafy attempt, and that the booty would infinitely furpaf» 
the expense and trouble ; but Mahmut's advices are ne- 
ver regarded till it is too late. . We fquander away thou- 
fands of men, and millions of money, to purchafe little^ 
infignificant ifland«, which are defended indeed with feem- 
ing vigour by the Chriflians, but it is rather to amufe 
us tTian out of any real value they have for tliofe places. 

It is only a maxim of weftern policy thus to give di- 
verfion to the arms which are defined to fubdue all na« 
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tions. They fport thcmfelvcs, to fee the flower of the 
eailem militia confumed in their trenches» before the im- 
pregnable fortrefs of Candia, which, if won, wiU not quit 
the cod: of fo tedious a iiege ; whereas, in half that 
time* our invincible forces might have overrun all Italy. , 

Thou wilt not think this an^ impmfUcable enterprlfe, 
when thou fhalt coniider the divilions of the Italian prin^ 
ces, the univerfal fecurity and voluptuoufnefs of che inhabi- 
tants, and yet the opprcilions and tyranny they liv^ un* 
der, being fleeced and polled of all their fubftance, to 
maintain the grandeur of their governors, and the pride 
of the clergy, which renders them equally difguiled at 
their prefent ilavifh manner of life, and defirous of a 
change. It is not hard to formife after all this, that a 
conquefi would be eafy to the vi<^onous muiTulmans, or 
at kail fuch depredations as would mightily enrich 
them. 

The mod proper news that I can fend thee, is of a 
combat lately fought at fea between the Engliih and the 
Dutch. The generals on both iides are faid to be brave 
men : He of Britain is called Blake ; the other's name 
is Trump. Which had the bed of it, is not certainly 
known : men fpeak as they are biafled. Yet the Dutch 
loll two (hips in this engagement, though their fleet was 
far more numerous than that of the Engliih. 

If I were worthy to advife my fuperiors, I would propofe 
fome notable exploit by land j for God has given the 
earth to the true believers, but the fea to the Chriftians. 

Paris, 14th of the Cth Moon, of the Year 1652, . 
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VI.— Ta tbe KiAYA Bey, or Lieutenant-General of the 
yantzaries. 

1 HAP once a great iatimacy with Caffim Hali, the Wave 
aga, wKo 19 00 w no more on earth. • That honeft old 
fgtnenX merited afi men's love : Folk»f thou hk example, 
acd IB time his poft will fall to thy lot. lliou art al- 
re^y ifi the laft advance to it ; let no airy viee make 
thee giddy, and give thee a faU. It is a common apho- 
rUby That heakk, long life, and honour defcend fixmi 
above. But if they do, I tell thee, k is Hke the rain» 
whieh only then doea good, wte) k penetrates the earth» 
and moi&ens to the root. An humble heart ia like a 
kindly mould receiving the dews of Heaven with advaa» 
tage ^nd profit ;. but pride is a rock, wbich fpatters away 
the bleffings fhowered down on it. 

Perhaps thou wilt he affronted at my blunt way of 
writing ; yet affare thy£cl£, I honour thee more than a 
thoufand flatterers.. I am not fent hkher to ftudy nice 
expteilftoas, hxA to ferve the Grand Signior with inte- 
grity. Befides, X know thou haft not been accuftomed 
to tlve foft eatertainmeat of ladies chambers, but the 
rough dialed of war. It is thy honour to be unacquaint- 
ed with the delicaciea of difcourfe, diet, or drefling ; 
thing» only fk to enervate a man's courage, and change 
his heart into that of a woman. Thou knoweft how to 
handle the cuirai« and lanc^:, the fabre and (hield, the 
bow and gun, and art perfeéUy verfed in ail the voSiitnj 
terms of art. A difcourfe of fieges and campaigns» 
ftorming of forts, and plundering of camps, is more 
agreeable to thee than all Tully's oratory, or the findk 
ftrains of the Perlian poets. I am therefore confident 
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thott wHt not take it lU» that I addrcfs to dice in a fiyte 
Noìà of ^utifice» yet iuH of jreal refpe& «ad l«ye* 

If I counfel thee, it is for thy good ; and I am com^ 
nanded to ezpré& my ficntimeott with freedom. Btfdcf» 
I liave a perfona! privilege to advife thee, the riglt of a 
£riend, which thcfu wilt acknowledge, when I tèfl thee, 
that I once had the haptpinefs to fave thy life, as We tra- 
velled together in Arabia* 

Thou canft not but reniend>er that paflage, and how 
4hait, in heat of youthful Uood, thou hadft provoked 
aa emir to kill thee in the fight of the . whde caravan, 
Jiad not I fdlen at hit feet, and told hun thou wevt » 
(fanagcr to the cuftoms of the country* 

Believe me^ I do not reproach thee vritk thit, but on» 
I7 make ufe of it at an ar|rument to convince thee, that 
the fame motives which prompted me to intèrpofe myfdC 
at that time between thee and cótain death, induce me 
now to give thee warning oiz precipice of wbich thott 
art in duger* Every one gives thee the charaé^ of n 
brave man, and nobody diflikes thee the worfe for being of 
an air as fievce as a Tartar. AO this becomes a man of 
the fword ; and they fay, thou dbft every thing witb a 
martial grace. 

Bat I am toldlScewife, &dt thou art guity of ava* 
rice, and that, for the lucre of pcefents, thou •cnrollèft 
men in the hit of the janiaavic^, who are not £t to Tenrr 
in 'the wan ; -fnciLas aire houfekeépers, pexfons entangled 
vnth wives miidf chSdren^^vridi debts and other enctan^ 
.branèes, thal'l^ey only .appear on certain days in die 
« smiitafj J|d^tt^ and then return to their domcftiè bufineb, 
ttithfliit ever regarding the difcipiine of the royal cham* 
^bcrs^ or.thftikingjthciBfehref oUtged to learn the art of 
^|.» tM*liioitiii die meaa itiiae t4kdl their pat» and 
ffanyadditspflal bBa»BB| viatt ^ «re oalf coalcated 

r$L tr. » 



l*JO LEXTSIIS W&ITT£ir BY Vol. IV. 

wi^h the title and privilege of a janizaiy, to ihcltcr them- 
felves from jufticei and proteéb them in their rapine and 
viUanles. 

I tell thee» Hiould this be known and proved againft 
thee, it would be to thy ruin ; but I hope better things, 
and that thefe are only the furmifes of thy enemies. For 
thou knoweft» that none ought to be admitted into that 
ancient order, but the tributary fons of the Nazarenes» 
who, being in their infancy hfted in the college, know 
neither father nor patron, fave the Grand Signior, who 
is the conrnioa parent and proteéior of the Ofman em* 
pire. On his ferrice is all their zeal and courage fixed» 
having no private bias» no partial inclinations,, to warp 
tlicm front the fidelity thiey owe their great mafter. . They 
are devoted to, indefatigable toHs and hardfhipa daring 
ibeir whole .life. 

This was the firft inftitutton of the jantzanes, though, 
ilirough the corruption of the timest they have much de- 
generated from their, primùtive n^s. But tltou» who 
art honoured with an high command, wilt fignalife thy 
idrtue and loyidty in reforming thefe abu&s, and In not 
fuffcring.the coBege of men of war to become a recep- 
tacle of rogues and drones. 

Such difbrdefs as thefe have pnmioted the inteftine 
broils of this kingdom } I fay not that they are the oti- 
gtnalcaufes; yet it is a great diminution of fovereign 
majefty» when a king fhs^find his own .ormiea fighting 
againft him, as diey -do at prefent here in FiaiKW* How 
inany mutinies and rtbellfons have bee{i*i^i£ed by the it- 
centioue janizaries at' Conftantinoi^e, when, Isying afide 
aUrefped and duity, they have notfparod to:vfolaite the 
{ieraglio itISelf, but entsdng^withm thofe bbred waMt 
withbands of armed mftUi ^UMto turaed^all tilingé topfy- 
tuftf, f(cia^ on the i^^eml trqién^' cliaiif ed tbc do- 
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mefftic officers of their fovereign» and fometimes cbafed 
him from his own palace» to the hazard» if not to the 
lofs of his life* 

If thou wouldft know what they are doing here in 
France» the men of arms are cutting one another's throau, 
whilfl the rahble are burning their neighbours Out of 
their houfes» 

Two days ago, the multitude aflembled in the ftreets, 
and) having befet a certain palace in this city» they put 
fire fo it» refolving to kill all that (hould attempt to 
make their efcape out of the flames. A perfon of qua* 
lity» coming out to pacify them» fdl a viàtm to their 
unbridled rage | and had not the Duke of Beaufort (of 
whom I have often made mention in my letters) inter- 
pofed his authority» they had murdered all that wcic 
within thofe fufpedted walls. 

Some time before this» the Marefchd Turennc took 
a place of ftrength from the Prince of Condci who ih 
Hen of it took 8t. Denys» a town not far finom Paris» 
wherein there is a temple» which Uie French fay is liie 
richeft in Europe ; but they are laughed at by the Ita* 
bans» who boaft of far richer mofques in Vemce» MOan, 
Naples» and Rome* 

The Duke of Lorrain plays faft and loofi: with the 
Piince of Conde. He entered the kingdom with an ar^ 
my, pretending to efpoiife the prince's quarrd» but was 
quickly bought off by the queen» fo that he is now goia 
to Flanders agaan ; by this adion leaving a free pa&ge 
to the king's atny» under Marefehal Tarenae» to range 
whither they pleafe» which were before blocked up by 
his forerà. 

■' Four days ago» there was^ bloody encomiier between 
the troops of the prince and thofe of Marefehal Turenne» 
in one o£ thefoboifM'Of Paris; neidKer could boaft of 

H a 
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tb^ viétory» thougb the battle lailed five bouiiB ; but at 
kngtk the Prince of Coniie's troqips retired into the city, 
being frightened with the main body of the king's army, 
ivrhioh appeared on the neighbounng hilh. 

IUiiftri#ut janizary, fortify thy heart with aU the ne- 
ÌBcfiary retrenchments of heroic virtue ; and raiiher than 
furrender to temptations of vice on dishonourable terms» 
twa the hassard of a ftorm. 

I*arw, 6th of the 7th Moon, ctf the Year 1652. 



Vri. — To Nathan Bew Sadui, a ^e^ at Vienna. 

Wf'h are aitog«ther by the ears in ^his .kiiigdon^ kfll- 
*iiig» httmlt^, Aiid*deftTO|img foeapother» whSft ypu in 

Germany enjoy abundance of p^ce. The oceafion of 

our quarrds. bene, » the -retuvn of ^CatAmal Masaiini» 
««igainft ^kom the Duke of Orleans and Brioce of Coode 
loein^ctemtie CAtmict. The^ fornier is jdcckitd lieuU» 
«iiantfgenecd of tfie.kiiigdom by thejp^rlkimeiit of Bins, 

jMrko'gkelt *quU that the king is Cardinal Mazarifi]!8 
«prifoner. Theyhavealfe beftow^rth^ xommand of aU 

the forces under the authority of the .faid duke -on the 
«jpfincevjof Conde. 

., Their: priacipal and .'oniy -pretence is, the .removal of 
9^ earflina) ficQffi.therkiQg.aiid his councfl. Vihat will 
4k the iflu<, tiine.wSl dcmoaftaate* . 
^There .Ims; been- ft^iKllafeely iou^t belweei^ tbe «Dukes 

of BoBufpQt «od ^Neaaoufs, .tw!0 .eoiincat frieiids to the. 

jPiiqeeotCoifde. 

The kiag going to a town called Pontotfe, fonie 
{lepgnei fiopn-FarìB» .àtgfw ,n great «nuioy eomfellors . and 
,pr«fide$tSi<»f.pa4;tetttiit«d>itbcv, men ^mFhoaoe )o9<al sod 
' ftedM tD Ut^ canfe. This enconngod tke xUng to )^ 
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forth a declaration, commanding the parliament to meet 
at Pontoife ; they, on the other fide, publiihed an ar- 
reft againil this declaration. , Thiw they continue pie», 
kccring one at another. 

But here is news arrived from Cologne, which furprifeft 
people very much. I kiiow not the true ground of their 
aftonilhmenty but the prieds fceoi to be mad for Joy» 
All that I ean hear about it is, the reftoration of the 
Roman Catholic rèEgion in that province» which is 9 no- 
velty, unexpeétéd» cfpedally the ccclefiaftic grandeur» 
which it feems has been laid s^Gde above thefe hundred 
years. I tell thee only as I s(m informed myfelf ; it lies 
in thy powei: to certify me of the truth of ms^ttcrs. 

iTiey fay alfo, that the fjsiiriòiià géoA^, ' John de 
Werdl, is dead, asKkewife the Archbifliop *of Treves. 
It is added, that ¥!&nkeri<dal is furrendefed to ^e Elee* 
tor of Heidelberg, according to the late agreement at 
MunRer, and that there is. a diet begun at Ratifton. 

t defire thee to ihlbrm me of all thefe things particu- 
larly, and of whatfoever clfe occurs in the court where 
thoii rcfidcft.. 

As to matters 6f religion, be' riot over fedulous : picty 
iflcomprtfed in à few rules. Yet the foul of man i's/na"-^ 
turally inquifitive, and would fain be acquainted with all 
things*, I advifc thee to caft thy eye's frequently on the" 
earth that is under thy feet i furvey the groves and fields, 
the movmtains and valleys, rocks and' rivers ; then *|oot 
up to the heavénè, and take a fté4faft view of the ffars ; 
cònfider the beauty' and' order of affthings ; and afte^thfs 
tell me, if thou can ft imagine, that the great' and irh/ 
mcnfc Creator of this wonderful fabric formed all the na-* 
tions of the earth to damn them eternally, fave only thofe 
of your race, Son of Ifrael, I wifh thee heartily adieu. 

Pari», xith of the Slfth Mocn, of the Year 165». . 
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VIII.-*To the KiimìuCHìlM. 

X HE Parlfìans fecm to be all in a dream or trance ; they 
know not what they fay or do» or at leaft they care not ; 
fuch 16 the immenfe joy for the return of the king to this 
city. The ftcps to this fudden change, were the retir- 
ing of Cardinal Mazarini from the court, which was fe- 
conded with a declaration of indemnity, or a general par* 
don |br all that had palTed during thefe troubles» fave 
fome particular referves, (acrilege, fires, and fuch like. 
This worked flraagely on the inhabitantt of Ps^is- But . 
the Prince qf Conde not finding any fatisfaélion as to his 
own perfon in this amnefty, called in .the Duke of Lor- 
rain's army to his afiiftance« Thefe reduced the king's, 
forces to io great a Urai^ and .extrei^y» that the par- 
liament, being feniible pf the advantage made ufe of it», 
and fent deputies to the^king, bcfeeching him to continue 
in the fame good refolution he had taken before this mif- 
fortune. 

The monarch fuiFered himfelf to be overcome by a vi- . 
olence mixed with fo much fubmifiioo» ai>d yielded to 
their requefis. Immediately the hearts of the Prince of 
Conde's friepds grew cold» and began to change their 
fentiments. In a word, they were refolved to defert 
their new mafier» and caft thcmfelves at the feet of their 
lawful fovereign. The grandees» who had mod affeded 
Conde's intereft» laid down their ofGices ; the foreign ar- 
mies of Spaniwds an4 Lonraigners retired out . of the 
kingdom ; the citizens of Paris fent a deputation» con« 
fining of fi&ty-fix perfona of honour» to invite the king 
to this city» and aifure him of their future allegiance ; 
aU the officers of the militia did the like. The king be- 
ing &ti^ed with the timely penitence of his fubjeéb» and 
having conunanded fome preparatory alterations in places 
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of tra&f entered tUs city on the twenty-firft of the hft 
moon» with all the joy and acclamation which could ex- 
prefs the love of his people,, and the regret they had la- 
hoored under during his abfence. 

Thou feefty illuftrious nunifter, that though by the 
artifices of a fadion, a king m^y be rendered odious to 
his fubjeds, be banifiied from his palace, and have the 
gates of his cities ikót againft him, as befel to this king ; 
yet the inconveniences they feel, in taldbg up arms againft 
,him, fooner or later bifing them U$ Tepentance ; and they 
aue glad to court his return, whom but a while ago they 
forced away by their undutffohieft, to grattfy the ambi* 
tion of a bold young prince of the blood, who promifed 
and ventured aU things in hopes of a crown' ; for it can- 
not be ftfppofed, that the Prince of Conde Had '^ left aims 
when he Erft began this war, though hi» pretences were 
fpecious, only to remove Cardinal Mazarinf, and other 
evil miniftcrs from the Itmg, and to proted the French 
from the machinations of Spantfh and Italian counfeb'; 
whilft it is evident, that all along he and his' party have 
been fupported by the King of -Spain in their rebellioik 
One would wonder hàn the French, a fenfible and witty^ 
nation, could bethus impofed upon*; but the Arabian 
provcib fays, "There are iione'fo blikd as thofe thatv^- 
fully (hut their eyes," • • - ^ 

Yet whatever ftupidity tógns among the Franks, me* 
thinks nothing but light and reafon ought to appear hi 
the aé^otìs of Che nmifttlmans. ' I "am confounded to hear 
of the rebellions in Syria and Egypt': Wffl they nevet 
give reft to the bailncr of the Prophet > Muft the fa- 
prème minifter be ever employed in proclaiming the ne« 
firaam Ì What offence has been given to the Bafl& of Das 
maTcus, or to him of Cairo ? 

Sage prefidcnt of the imperial city, I am abalhed be^' 
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Jbfe tht ìtàMà», wkai I hoav thde àragicaè rcpQiftr out 

But wkat am be olficAcd, iNrfacn the nuttutir» ^£ ^ikc 
^faithful are quite eftranged kata th'ofe of Atàrfétìnen ? 
Tke nittfliilmak» ihbo^ oàtd» the Franks in vke mtti de- 
baachàP7« 

When thott readeft tki«» draw thy {c^Dutar» and' make 
a fcabbtfd of the naU man who mnttera a word aganft 
Mr lawM foferc%Éi 
* fv% ad of die xo^ Mooè, of ùit Iteai x<5Ì. 



iX.-*7i Dgiiet Ogloc. 

X T«&i; thee I am adUier-ttciaiicholy nor tùcrry^ hot i» 
a kind o£a amogrcl huafour between both t I jMn hidf 
JQeaoeritas^ ^ the otbar haif BenK^liu»^ being ctfiaStf 
diipoicd.to la«gh and weep at the vai^ of tA thkig^ 
J^ere bek>w. That thoiy^ touphe» ine itnSkiff yet ae^ 
xnoagh to cany me into extremes. The mifery and ha|^ 
jpinefil of tbe whole life^ of mortali are themes fcarccrwort^ 
^ paffioo. Whdt^ei; we efdur^^ s^n «vii» of poSci» m 
^ gpo<^ are both to %ort»;.diaV as.thetooe ^^ ^^ ^^ 
m to an escefs. of gm4^ (o neither does^tbe pth^r deiSerte 
a paroxy&i of joy ; a figh or a tear ate. enough for tlK 
.firft, and a^auk ss4oo much for tb& hA^ My. moid at 
^efeut is ivn;>efii2librittm. < 

. ¥Ouit fiipd^es the bifth^of the grfa^'; aaon^di» or 
.that^he cap bo^i^ of:^iong jdejc^iii of ikii^s hif^pi^feihi- 
tiOfi'i' He Ì9 borato iabouF\fitid,tvoB|i^ia«^ well i||:Otfaer 
mea ; jaad all the oharmmg^fitafiiveS' that attóiidr a ovSwa 
aie fc^n^e £afficieat to reconp^fe his earea amd fetigacB» 
his hazards and toilsi and the perpetual #i&i^ tuba both 
i^^^peace and wan -, 



Uhfmùuccaikhcmakt an cadyftep ta a-tbroiM^. 
il is but a xnoek honour to be crowned with & wreath of 
hmaan, {queezcd and prefled into his tender tempjea by 
-the deceit&d hands of his. guaxdtans and mi n ift ew » yarn 
ftrive only to lay the foundatuoa of thor own honooc in 
his cain« by improving the time of his nuoority^anAniak^ 
ing oppceffioa chenùcalr that», dusii^ their prefentaiidici- 
ntf > thc^ may extxa& the life and elixir of his Aibfeas. 
wealth» and hoard it in their owm coffers», leaving only 
the lee& to Uim when he comes of age> and thefe geneial- 
ly comfonnded with the ill-will of his people» I wilb 
the cafe prove net the fame in qar ptefent fo«ei«%|i»*SiiI** 
tan M^omety who» thou knowefl, was lifted to his &• 
thcr's throne before his time, and by methods which ca&<^ 
ne$, be jufti£ed : It was the muftL^a plot» who is the qhk 
<jk of the law<» and (b the miiflulmana aci^uiefced«. But 
mark theend;'fuch treafons leldam eCcape unpuniihed. 
Though Sult^ Ibrahim was depoied and imprifoned. 
^not to mention that which grates the ears of any layiri^ 
Ottoman}» though his eldcft ion be pkcsed on his throne 
to,£enEC. the ends of a &&ÌQn«.ye^ a. younger than he may 
live to xevenge the wrongs that were done to his father» 
and restore the empiee, of the faithful to its priftine gtao- 
deur. There are now above three years ,^ap(ed>iiacc the 
change of afEsìrtai the jCeraglio. In the meam time» dofl 
thou not obferve the difconteats of the peopki^l Is these 
not a general coldnefs and neutrality to be- difcemed. ia. 
tl^ coAverfatiiQii of thofe. who. at ùrà were moft forward 
to approve the mufid'a profcedings ? Men htgat ea^., 
'«JMsre to re&B£i on the pfc&At rev/alutiQa and its fatal 
con&quences. . The Venetian war» they fay» has ^te. 
in^veriihed the empire. Decay of trade» want of mo« 
jsey» an4 a thoufand other things» are the daily conv^ 
plaints in Conftantinople» This I am told fivm ^of, 
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goòd hzndsy men of fev^cral nations, merchants wlKo tmde 
in that city, perfons altogethtt- unbkflcdT They, at 
ibàngert, ' have been inquifitive, clann|; their refidencc 
dicre, /Into the humours of peoj^, to find how the mnf- 
ftilnnitts (land affeaed to the prefent ftate of the Otto- 
maa afiaiirt* I aplprovc not tlie prefumption of thofe in- 
fideh, yiet make ufe of it to inform myfelf of feveral ma« 
tcrial pAffages, which I could not otherwife learn at this 
i diftahce from the auguft Porte. 

ITiey tdl me the foldiers murmur that fo many thou- 
fands of men have been facrificed in Candia and Dalma-^ 
tià, whilft what they gain in the ifland they lofe on the 
continent 3 for it feems the Venetians arc ftill too bard* 
for us one way or other. They grumble alfo for want 
of their due pay, and that they have riot bread enough 
to keep them from ftarving. A certain Greek alfured' 
me he had heard feveral of the fpahis fwear folemnly, 
that 'it was agreed amongft them not to go into Dalma- 
tia the next campaign : But this I took as a ftrain of the 
G?recian*8 natural faculty, who, thou knoweft, arc much 
given t© romancing. However, I hear enough both from 
them and other travellers of Eaft and Weil, to convince 
me, that fome of the grandees at the imperia) city are in 
a tottering condition. 

All which ferves but to confirm my firft difcourfe, that 
hardly any thing on earth is worth a thought, fince aQ 
things are of fo fliort duration. 

In a word, the world feems to be a garden, intermin- 
gled with rofes and weeds : The firft are.fo clofe ciicom- 
paffed with thorns, that a man cannot gather them wiA-' 
out wounding himfelf ; and, if there be more cafe in crop- 
piag the latter, yet they are unwholefome, and ftink, put- 
ting a tridtf to as frequent purifications as the times he- 
touches tl^^ 



Let thou smd I,, dear Pgset, paft dbig the aOej* ot- 
tiuft garden, lóéstr-licr beaiitk» 4nd d«ft»iBÌtie»> fidtk an' 
efea miiid» not p«tltDg ttiutdvct to> the- fttigiic iif^ ga» 
tiieri^ her^iwirara» or £u&aii^;Oiar£dvetto.bc Icmptedl^ 
wkh her £oiur jdcafuret : But let every thiog we fiec and 
bear is this cachaated ground fcnre tkceadf of our coo* 
tempUuion» beisg ftedfaftly mindful of diis truth, ** Hint 
all thofe l^kifSt which appear fo gay and &11 of chamii, . 
tfe nothing but mere empty ideas and fletting ihadowf 
of that fi^ftantial and peimaaetitpieatoe which «has her 
refidoice only in pamdifiB.'' 

Theumayeft tell the Kaimacham, our fiiead» that 
BOW die King of Brance begins to play the osonaich' on 
the bottom of his o^n wit add. courage, without the. aC* . 
fiftance or/counfel of tutors. He has brou^^t the par<« 
hament tO'an a^folute oom'pltaaee with his wiH, hawg» 
purged that fenate of difstfeéied memhfirs, and bamflicd 
from the comrt the' Duke of Orleans» who {pretended a 
nght to rule his fo9erc%n« In the mean time, the Pnocc 
of <;:ionde has taken Rethel and St. Menehoud, whilft 
Barcdotia Ì9 furvendered to the fSpaniards* Thus what 
is^gaiaed in one point is loft in another. JDoubtlds there 
irnothing'Aable on earth. ' » 

Paris, 8th of the nth Moon, of the Tear 1651. 



X. — To Melec Ambt. 

jThv adventure, and mtradòldug^fiMi^ovcir theDandi^ 
pals me- in wiad of a certain l^rench nobleman of the 
FSrmce Qf Conde^s party, who kft fuimner being dofeljr 
putted by feme of tÌMi king's borie, and himfclf excel» 
leiitly mounted, kaped hedges and ditehes to avoid cap. 
tmty; At length, they had chafed Una into a comer of 
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the U^bmi «hèftcè it iMKsà{>d&Ue folrknitocfcaiwy 
hQtliìr<in»aMiig4ier»AMBaiviòftàe.fta» Wkvrrilkfc 
maattamiiruiiiorilvikèeflf i&if^e Tbbperfai^ 
Ifte w •«Ttilicflt«é ftqp^ petodti^.iiU kwlm clo£r ailr 
Ik» hediv boUlir lmfc4 m Itotfcback info liic fta, cfaofll» 
iag imthm lo fMoflt» ikc %(«ifitrf thte £d int» ]dt eae* 
laitit httidé. . 

None ymtA i> hméy m to bSkmihuÈk thrott^^ dktr nl^ 
aeffiM w«w«i .hdwvrcan Uff Iradie ixnng.óf notcldciii 

foon as he arrived at the next ttm&f .«liené he had waaàj 
bktià^ he telaftcd xhia iRi»n(kiful poSkpt ; hat.inSotàà of 
dHnflmg hn h«r£e fprfo iftkhful and àmduaUe a Ib^ 
'mc^.ht èicw his fwoidt a^ kxnneóìUiàf kflkdche beaft 
tbafc £»ved hia lifn i^yaigi He did it for: the &keof inrity 
hfiiiÉg..fe{bti«d that hit h«fie A^d: nct^ pcifiMia tiM 
]JÌur|a*yfc4.toa«]P.<HàerilMrfftttk . u 

. Thia wm^fxk uagnneful ttipiric«». ttìad fitr from the no» 
laOtiT? of Sulta» SeUm^ the <fon of Bajaaot, whi^ wdie» ha» 
trttfty htnrie Carahuluc had odccf faVtd- hit life by his C3i« 
t|Mi^lv«ii:)r fwif<od!9*. he» ia toMa of hi» dMiak&iiic£ii 
Imilir ja fMbte od p<»rp^ for h^* m. a hM|fe iaeb&re q£ 
iiieadowsy allowing a peniion to. 4 groom t<rifiM on the 
merltorioua beaft^.and giTC him hia free delight in all 
thingf as long as he lived» commanding, that he ihouhi 
wmtf-m&réhtfcmtàtthìa^mt ^ travel; 1^ ta^ tém^ 
plete the happinefs of the beaft» he culled out fome of 
the beantifuUeft mares of Arabia to accompairjr hian» char- 
.gwi;«lfp».thait.thodoO»o£the ftaUe ftotild be ahna^ia 
n^tn for the horfe to^golb or out, end i<eff|pe when and 
iirhere he pleafeì4« Thk ,was a generofity wmthj of ma 
eaft^9 moQiurch, whpm» as thy ktUr i»htmB me^ the» 
haftja jWMt i'Tiita^ed. • ... 
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thqracGOiopUft tkeir aim» It wit a moliirc of thk mh 
1MI« whkh UmpUd firóftmtiia to fiftt fiit to th< ftmoi» 
tcolpk of £ph«&]t; whkb bad betti two htmdrrd yemk 
Ui buHdiagy and waa mDnbercd amoag tbe fettn wondcra 
tftbttwérld* 

Tbit happened on tbe very nigbt tbait Alexander tbe 
GnH was born : And the «ilban being allied why be 
eoMim'ttcd fo dcftradjyc a facrilege» aafwei^d» ** Tba^ 
itwaa to'acquife ail iottiortal ftrae by fo ftupcndout.^ 
^bedflwia^ iince he couU not hope to be itcordtd £ba 
bis Virtue." 

.Fl«t«rcfe *iooti<>ne a Jeft that waa tftde on tbtadeftrfic- 
tioD of Dmafs tetnple ; for it was conmoii in evety btf* 
difVaaoiitb» that tbegoddcTs being called that aight-M 
dte labour of Olympias, the mothertof Akkesdcf, oooU 
iot be prrfsnt at b^me to fave ber hottb firon bitnùi^ ; 
far tbe Gentiles bdievcd that Diana (wboaft tbey alib 
cdM Lucimi) waiinvifibly affiftiMit at tbe Wiib of chfl» 



However» the priefts made no jeft of it, but vm mp 
$nd down^bowUilg and: mafciag gatiea in tbeiv Icfin fre* 
iigidg that If^t Was that day billed in fignbg the dd* 
cfec of Asa's rain. This is ccttaidt that chat «cry nighs 
tbe man wal bora nHio viràa deftined to iubdue aU Afia, 
«aad on the niin«6f the Perfiaa empire faife tbe Hioaairelqp 
of tbe Mac^dttuiUis» However» tbe viUaia who bumt 
Ibe temple faSKi aot hiadefire ; for it was decreed tbMagb* 
owt aE Afia» that bit name ihòald never be mcnti^wed i^ 
biftory, or any public writings. 

Aitveeaidedof a eertaia governor of acity in Iflly, 
that'bekg on the top of anr bij^h to«^r, #itb only the 
fope» tbe Gesaiàà eoiperor, and to ambafliid^r free» Jfp^ 
;iblii€om)paiqFv bewaiteiiqptedtO'tbrgw tke i^ 
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fohtiet oyer the t>atdaiients, as they wer^ takkgn fitrvey 
of the-city, which he might have eafiiy done» for they 
werehoth àg«dy and incapthk of refiftiiig his ftrength*' 
This pafTage he confeffed to his ghoftly ^Kther ; and boi> 
ing a&ed what induced him to thmk of fuch a horrid 
trcafon, he anfwcred, " That it might be faid he did a 
thing which never was done before, nor in all probability 
would eVer be done again, fince no prince, having heard 
fech a ftory, woidd ever venture himfelf into the fame 
danger without a fuffident guard of his own." But how« 
ever, he had not refolution enough to go through with 
his projcd. 

' liiear thou art like to acquire fame by other meUiodi 
than ihefcr being in a fair way to rife by thy virtues to 
fome confidefable employments in the empire ; for which 
I equally rejorice with thyfdf. 

In the mean time» it vsnlH perhaps be obliging to tefl 
thee fome news out of thefe parts, which will make tkf 
company Welcome to the grandees : They love to con- 
verfe with men who can fumifh them with intelligence o( 
f<irefgn affairs. 

• The fnsfheft difcourle here is of the imprifonmeiit of 
the Chinai de'RÀ2, who was arrefted by tlie king's 
order on the nineteenth of this moon. What -his crime 
is I eannot inform thee, unlefsit be that he is an eaemy 
to Cardinal Mazarini. People generally gne him the 
èharatfier of a very honeft man ; but thou knaweft ho- 
n^fty is counted a vice in the courts of thefe wefterti 
pnnctB.- The craf^ are the only men of virtue and nCi' 
rit among the infidels. '* 

.Thou mayeft alfo report for a certainty» that the Spa- 
niards have taken-Dunkiik in^ Flanders, and Caaial in Ac 
ddtedom of Mantua. This town is iaid to be the. key 
of all Italy : I cannot tdi thtt which k the.kck it .bo< 
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longs to» nor» I faeKevef they tbemfdvc» ; but thi» I ob^* 
fevrè, that when the King of France (its down before: 
any pkce wfth hk army, whoever haft the key, neither^ 
locks nor bolt» can keep hkn out long ; and it is ten to 
one if he do not find an entrance into this place agun 
very fpeedMy, when, the Spanish king has pleaied himfelf 
for a while whh an imagmary poiTdfion of it. /..' 

'I condiide my letter juft at the hour when the old 
ytsp expires^ according to the account of the Chriftiansy 
wtflmg thee a fieene of new felicities. - -^ 

Pari», 31ft of the nth Moon, «f the Year 165a. * 



XI.— To tie fame. 

IXAriMO thè opjiortunity of a day or two' more bcforcf 
the poft goes out of town, I make ufe of it to aflc thee^ 
whether there be any notice taken ill your parts of a co«^ 
ttet nearly appearing above the orb of the fun ? It ham 
not been obfenred here till within thcfe few nights ; and 
the aftronomersy notwithftanding th^ coldneia of the kt^ 
fon (whieh I affure thee » ftarp enongk)» are very bufy • 
with their tckfcopes to pry into the f^nre of this hms 
teor» and obfierve its motions. They take great pains» 
and endure all the rigour of the frofl: and fatow, in hopes 
of making fome new difcovery. 

Tlie vulgar- look on it as a great prodigy : There are 
a thoirfànd opinions among them about its confequences : 
Every body fets up for a judicial afirok^er : Nay, the. 
learned themfelves, and fuch as are efteemed great phflo- 
fophersy cannot agree ia their ju^ment concerning it« 
Some afierty that the matter of the heavens is fubjeél to 
corruption and change» and that this comet is generated 
after that manner ; whiliJ: others hold a contrary opinioa. 
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Tkc]K «It aK diiàded^ ttd difp^tc b^àf b aa uakiteUi? 
gH>le terme 99 the k|i^«g€d of Aiiieniia ar^ |o us of thk 
eoiAtftetit. They- amvfe on^ another and theoJehr^ with 
ftt-fetched words ; aad all thm «^hae«. far in^^ht I kaow » 
tkc wiffft among them may hems muidi undec a nu&sjui 
as chdc «ho ne^Kr ftudicd fudk tfaiogib. ABi th« tofty»» 
ments of the optica ave foitght out lo hcj^ their fight» 
aiiKlyelthe^may htiaamuffhàkthedsfh. as ih^ mieii in 
Bate's caire» R isanrartiokof mi^fiiiih» that we-«fli«»-^ 
tals know very little of^ tb^ far diftastfi heii^. Ait 
thefe Franks are the moft opinionated people in the 
worM : No man has the modcily to allow another as 
jaHKih ffg'hli to mnii- Mt Imrmk» £Mty- obc< £tt^ xi^ §&§ 
a dogmatift» and requires the intellects of all others to b« 
leiigned to: his, though perhaps that he only formed hy 
Ae. rale» a£ hh paTtnts^ the hapreffic^ ciPhia cafly yeairi 
l)ie forac of eduéatmo, the f alhioa> of hi» coimtsyt «v bf 
forae notable accident ia haa li£a; all whidi aip^ ^fgjeStf 
lixblc. to falfehood and tnuih. How many fc&a- wenst 
tlwve of the ancient pisilo&iphers^ ftiffly ddbndii^ thair 
Csveral opiniona ì One bcfh^ t&A hcAve na^ «tc m^dfi «C 
btiifi^ onotberof iiwi^ « tjùnd of éiiahfi i tius watt, have 
tiicm to be IbU^ «haiimdi.. Theae ia no ead oC.thm 
controverfiesw 

in the meat» time, ho. maa hsows whit: tlMy- ave made 
of, or what is the figure of the wòàét. «hedter round or» 
Sfilare^ oi beyond a^ dinwnfiona, wèttther matter le. dì- 
mfibleoviiidMÌfiUeinihekft«t«Eu "Who caaaffiice me 
ìli theifc he only «me woM^ or;whethee there may not^ «à 
w«11ie»thoiiìfandmilHMiaè Whether the fimrs: feiciqMke. 
htidffitaa. this eaidi» and idiabited or bo I 1 1^ tliel; 
i|^, there ia no certunty of tbcfis tlimga* Maofa taefsm 
9ntm ifeak^ Usimagimiftioii.too fi^ .imddl.k» fiMail* 
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fiet &rtoo ftc#t» to cùmprdkieiiditiR «tori» ^ ike Om^ 
mpatcaif who done it wife and peifeà in fcic&ce»- 
. Witthiott hvveàiy cqpiMOta.of Atis oònrt ) I am apt 
ta^od^kisXoiAkerfwbgfaèe of eomMbUB Mitw g» 
oercav^afllieah t»é be^ and parafa basdoMd lèhh aa 
«■Bay .fiinen, tfa^ ekher by fha jcourfe of nature» or ^dc• 
atee of deftioy,} ^ kdo&d five baa broke ita bovmdiy 
aad %vead it^coafiwuDg Barnes over the £ai£M^ ufaiahy 
oÉtoJjw^g Ikeaftfel^m^ia the* pytaaEud of findce «n&lt 
ftam io laAta-jeoDflagiiUioii» caule that «jppaÉraaee «ftudl 
v«ctf tl»e Taft o£ a Bh^i^StArs apd, for avg^.ft 
know» after the laine manner (hall onr globe appear to 
tfae inhahitanta of thofe reaaoteiforltkaifrow dafof jtt4g«* 



I am not pofitive in thefe matteny nor ìif31 1 ihut ug 
my fool from luture Uf^p but lanving thiagii aa i $il4 
them^ f ttU of myftcry and doubk laoe^. I y^- expaéi m| 
better fate thao ^t of Sooratof, that aa I have livedo f<| 
filali I diey to doubt, only hopkig for pkaary £iti|&&te» 
in the next world» 

«I . - . . f . . ■•'•".' ' ' ." 

»'■■■, u iijl!;.. ... I r .,1 < ,. j afecaaaaaegqg 

Xlt.^To t^ESTÈLX Hali, hii JSrottfcr, Mijfi^ ofttc 
Grand Signior*! Cii/loms: 

Ndtrtltót^begiÀn^ft to fe&p thè frùifc Of thytnv^ 
adaytfOr llkm Mte to httve t ML hilrveft. I cfteeni my^ 
iflftifMiy éfc^éd to the^liiftnou» hzSài otfr cottòtrymam^ 
for his particular friendfiiip in this bufinefs* - It i» tro^ 
thy dwn m^ts were a ftifSei^ht reeommendaiio» % but 
IVftat light ein a càiidle ghré that i» (hut upckft m admk 
butérn ? Sé thick #a8 the^ei9-whkh thy own moiety 
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iiadilfasrn«ip)ertlic%kndaur of lifae mxA acc«apliflied 
virtues.. 

Sen of m^ nwthcr» lel^ aot wh$u I hzvt bid jpafs for 
die woida of afiatteicr. Thou knoweft, I am .a» &cc 
from that vice as I am irom envy. It is afPe^on only 
gvidet my pen» when I tell thee« I heastily. rejoice in 
ay brother^s profpenty, and that ihe Grand Sigaior has 
a ftithfiii fervant. I k>pe that fovenign of iovereigas 
V^yi» in tifiaey fmd «eafo&iio/aéknovrtedfe to .the adble 
Kerker Haffan the good office he has done Ua^ Àn ptt» 
feoemg'fuch a flave. IM so error of thine baulk my 
expéélation. 

«It will be an eternal honour to the honfe and trfte 
from which we defcend, if, by acquitting thyfelf fior- 
ly in this poft^ our great mafter (hall think thee worthy 
of a more fublime ftation. - Therefore, efteem this only 
as a trial of thy fidelity, and how far thou art capable of 
ferving the Sultan. Be induftrious, but not afièéled in 
difdofing thy abilitie8« ObferVe a gradation ; for the 
floweft fteps to greatnefs are the moft fecure. Aim not 
to be rich and mighty on a fudden $ fwift rifes are <^ten 
attended wkh predqpitate falls. If in other cafes it is; 
commendable to be niggardly of time, and fqueeze every* 
minute to an improvement in virtue, yet thou wilt find 
it expedient to follow other maxims in the way of grow« 
11^ great ; and that to be liberal in years of patience^ 
^{Q. be» no unprofitable frugality in the main ; fince wbat^ 
kii^eS^ gqtf is generally ihort in< the pofieffion ; sM 
he that mpoppolizes honours or wealthy is molt times ow.- 
vied to. his ruia. ' 

. Nature itfelf ihall convince thee- of this» if thou wilt 
but contemplate her moft obvious works. Caft thy eye 
on l^oak.Mnoag the plants; What vegetaUe is more 
permanent, or of greater fcrvlce to men ? Yet the tree 
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•f fo vaft^'il bulky- in ^ofe aged kbiMH' tnsnik I kai». 
feen fixteen men fitting round a table, under whofe widt 
fpread branches t}ièfaduféof'Aiofn'£b^md>£i>en Shéro. 
phaisi, the cbief emirof Arabky » bmhaad fbnds ati 
this day ; I fay, this tree» in its fivft original» vnut not* 
fo big as the thumb of tby right hasid ; and if fiatundiftt 
fpeak truth, it was an hundred years a-growtog to.thefc 
dimenfionsy at many m a .fixed andfloudihiag ooHditiun, 
and thatit'Vffffl hotttke up a.kfii time ift deiBtiyii^ to, 
its laft ro^cmiefs.»! .. ' . ... ; :r ..^ .* ; 

They fay alfo, that an elephant, . the .big^^ and. 
ftroogeft of alighe beafta on the earth, lives twa bundled 
years, and continujca increafisg in its fta^re: ^e gijiai^ 
part of that term. The like thqr relate, of cro^iodiles 
and dragons. 

But not to tire thee with examples of this nature, let 
us confider, that what(<0e«>eF is-^ieat*atid^«Hraye- ammig 
men, whatfoeyer is illuibious and excellent, is flow in 
the produ£^ian; and makes not hafty leaps to maturity. 
View all the monarchies that have made fo much noife 
on earth, and thou wilt find, thac. in proportion to the 
tune of their grtrwing greatneia, was •th^ term, of their 
duratioOé . How fwift was the rifie aad fall of the. Per- 
fian empire ? Equally .precipitate was that of the Mace^^^ 
douians. None could ever boait of fo permanent and 
umverfal a fvray as the ctty of Roipe, of which it ia cook 
monly iiltd,' << Rome was not built in a day." 

To come nearer home : Ho\y laftiag and peipetaaUf 
Ti^rious is the &pred empire of the naufluhnaQs ^ Yet i% 
took its firfl: rife from very fmall beginnings,, met with 
frequent repulfes, and has made a flow progreiiion to the 
]^fent formidable height of foyereign power it now 
poflèffes ; &r, thou kooweft, this is the thoufan4th fixtieth 
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màtùakdiymr ùmWùt Ufy %fat of the mefenger d£ 
God. • .. . . . • . . 

What I UrelBnl.ttMf bè appHbd wicfa pn^ordon to 
nun'ifc ptrfohal wèmcm ia tbehonoun and fbhuoe» o£ 
tlàa mwld. Be contenta ihcscfbre, yath the fcàfont 
tthceewi defliiiy Aall llnnk fit to laife tte<r, and ftrire 
not to outrun thy fitte* 

AU^kenewt l can tell thcc 1% that Catcdinal Maza- 
lioi fi^turiwd the tjftfa of làe hft moan £roi&' fab fecosd 
banilhrnent» which thou mayeft report for a. tnitii to* the 
flBflifténioI fiate. . 

We are all extktheve oa eatdt» Ckxl rettore tii,to a 
ttgion more wgreahlcf aod adaut u» to^ the csreffea of 
0ttr fneada Ml' patadife. 

Paris, a5th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1653. 

XllL— To Kerker HAssAK^JBafa. 

1 Ht bkffing» of God and his prophet defcend «poii 
dice from a thovifand fonrceaL Thou wrt a true fnend, 
dad our i^ok ÙmWf are dliliged to thib lor fòvoon 
it^ieh have no aumèer]; heft none Biore ^an^^ my'Wdfhcr 
Md I* Our engagemetinp to thee are equal ; fince iPviM 
lóaàtttit thou haft (howed to hkn, in recommending han 
to Ùie fuhatt^ft fevour» and to a j^ee of honour and pro- 
fit, I take as done to myfelf, we beiiig naturaBy fbaren 
hi each b^r*is prosperity or advcrfe Ibrtunc ; for fncli w 
llie method of fir»^ rektions and fWenfdihips ; and I ìà^ 
a partktdbrivafoa È0 thanh thee,' beeanie it wa» at-mf 
laftanee thou promotedft hfm. Yet, thongh he k my 
brother^ I fhould not be fo partta! as to fay tthefe thingi 
ib ht» bch^, did i not know hm to be a man of merit i 
for phicet of tmft ought not to be beftowed for faToar 
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or aiFeàioai >W«aie boood te ùmmSmt ék prìtNite w^ 
gards to the iiileBcft of »the X^auid Sigoior ; md . not ift 
like the French, who* get offices of the .gcntdk import- 
imce many timet by being oC n 'ùMao ^ fMty pppofite 
to their king* 

Sinoc the xcittm of .C«i4inal Maoanni to this cowt, 
whi<5h was 4o «the foregoing «loon, the king ha» reformed 
many abnfet of «his :kind. He begins to fbel iii^ oiM 
^ftrenfth and authomy every day more andsnopt. 

in the 'Boon of fieeeniber died jQasdinal JUoUiea'a 
ibrodier, who was bifliop -of l^yons, and giand ^Anoner 
of France* The king has beftowed thefie hoaoprB.on^Cafk 
dinal Antonio Sarberinv 'Vhio took umCtxafj in thb 
court» firom the perfecotions of the prefcnt Roman pott- 
ed, almoft ten years ago. He has always cCpoofed tìie 
King of France's interefts in Rome ; and the grateful 
monarch received him with much afFedion» and, as an 
^ditional honour» hasjUipi^e him a knight of the Hdly 
.Spirit. This is tbf ebieftift .ord«r ^f knighthp.od in 



It Ì9 frefiily reported >^^ thai liif I>nhe ofjKenr- 
:biirgb, a great prince in Gennanyi is dead* They talk 
^o of pertain prodigies that -have been lately ieen in 
.Sngiaftd» Ir^d» and othn parts of £i«9pe, as raining 
cf w^rm tbloirif tin, aud eopper i And.it is affilrmed. fior 
•Q^i^wi, tlmt tJEkye< (ivM were latdy fMi at jDv^ltn, 4fae 
chief city of Ireland* :,."♦• • r 

Tb^re 4ia8 kfi^n » JeaicombAt bftwecn At ìEnglib isind 
QoQanders on the ooaft ^f hdfi» wberein they Jby the 
JDut<;b,had tb^ -vié^oiiy^ ibioiing- liii|k taso, of >their eae» 
inic^s &ipfi» ^d't^ken one» svithoiit any^coofideraUe lofii 
,00 th^ QFn 9de« 

.Hcfts.is A» otb^r ptmn Aimg «t >pmfient».wQith the 
tooyd^dgfi rf a/n»fliilreao4pittdne. .ncsyBsofall^ 
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weftern Nazarenn are fisccLon that refuge of the world 
where thou refideft» and on the a^ont of our invincible 
Yifier in Candn* 

They diibourfe of fomc overtures of peace which that 
great general has made to the Venetiant» if they will 
forthwith funrender the cay of Candia to the vi^onous 
Ofinans, If this be true, one would think fo great ck- 
fsiency muft needs tempt the proud infidels to fiibmi£Boo 
and compliance* But» if deftiny has otherwife decreed, 
-l» wifli they may feel the force of our arms» which appear 
«iore keen than even the fcythc of time» that derourer 
of all things. 

Paris, »7th of the 3d Mo<m, of the Year 165 j. 



XIV. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Je^w at Vienna. 

JL HY laft letter. fpeaks thee at once willing to be crt- 
iightened, yet tenacious of thy oW prepofTeffions. I won- 
der not at the difficulty thou findeft» in (baking off the 
precepts of thy tabbte» 'thofo religious triflerst The in- 
:fluence 'of education is forcible as that of our birth ; 
and the habits that are rooted in us in our tender yean, 
are harder to be di^lanted than the inhereiit affezioni 
'o£ our blood : This is fignified by the Arabian proveih, 
which iays, *^ The tutors of youth have an afcendant 
over the ftars of thdr nativity*** 

I ibobw it has been efteemed the peculiar glory of thy 
nation', that you have 'been rigid obfervera of the tradi* 
•tioBs-of your fathers; from which rather than deviate a 
tittle, there have not been wanting fuch as freely expofed 
themfelves, and have bravely endured racks, fcourgings, 
bttnmigs, and all forts of 'torments, even the moft ez- 
^iiilkl|r. QsaoA deaths, that the malioc of eyranta couM 
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menu But do not I know alfo, that in feme of tlie 
moft weiglity points of your law, your zeal has exceeded 
your pnidtnce ì I fpeak not of the private ì>igotry of one 
man» or a few, but of the reprcfentative body of your 
whole nation, .How €poli(hly faperftitioua were your 
anniet in the days of Mattsthias, when» being aflknked 
by their enemies on the fiiUmth-day» they reAifed to 
draw a fword in their own defence, md fo were all cut 
off by the army of Antiochtts ? This is no invidbus r^ 
markof yottrjidvcrfanesinreUgiony but the obfertafiioa 
of Jofephus, a man of the fame fiuth, and fprung fnm 
the ftock of Ifimel as well as thyfdf. 

Now,, tdyi me thy opinion, did your fiithers do well in 
thus {acriiicing themfelves and the whole intereft of I^ 
rael to a miftaken punAflio of that obedience they owed 
the law, or no ? If thou aHoweft the former, then Mat- 
tathias . did wickedly in making a decree, that from 
thenceforth, itihould be lawfiil on the fal^bath-day to re* 
M their enemies ; and sJl the Jews were guflty of many 
notoricrus breaches of the law, in obeying this decree, 
and fighting on the fabbath^ay* But if thou fayeft they 
àia ill iotnot fighting, though at a prohibited time, and 
ptoliibited under the fcvereii eurfes, then it follows, that 
there is no point of your bw wbidi may not, nay, which 
xM^ht not to be^dMpenf^A wfch^ and give way to the in» 
terefts of fi;ate, -and the good of the commonwealth : f6 
that, at thiKQcàte, the religion- (or which you are all fo 
xeadojDs, will appear to be but a form of government dt* 
vindLy contrived for human regards. I do not call in 
«foeftion the- mùraoulous ddiveiy of* yoi:^ law on Mount 
Sia^i* Suder me to j^ad, «withoat fufpicion of partialis 
ty: I do not go about to invalidate the tefiimony of 
-Iffisfes and the ^nxiphets. Doubtkft, the Moft H^h 
>ti^vMtgh*the heavens, attended whii myriads 
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#f ftigcb» «odtliMQKvo^luHrfBÉd dharkis of fife $ m4 
flrtic»» l^e ftood 90 the Aqp jof libc nMmataiii, ilir mv «f 
lijU train liad not fiii^$4 Ibe £lw gales o£ the ip<ioa : 
The Cb» «w^wod il» Im» /mmit \m one aftoaìAcdf lie 
Mifii^ jui44c4 AW4ÌCF ^ivvn tJ^ etomd bne^tneb» not 
jUeloieiKÌiice4ie4aftr^Qf agbry 6» .£»* finpafii^ In 
«lOVQ £ *Ti»e ftax» wcrjc Jftuled at the immaital ffdeiidour, 
«ndmftoiQktbeiraQiDcfes.; thesf ranoae agakift anodier 
in their jiiSnighftcd careers; aodaiia laftiag memoiól of 
ehejtgtalQut/Aefoeo^» ^aogels left dbé l»r%lit imiaarf- 
Aqo of iheir footiftcf» ìà the paeb: Xfast hea^ooly mad 
is to this day. diftinguilSMd /i»mi«D the xcft of the dcy hf 
«tsjriùtoiQfib whickoakesjduB aj^brononoB call it thb 
MiubT -vrijr* 

Tiie jaattoosjof die earth vese anased at the trerae»- 
iem «fio» itnd aoife ; fior the mowBtam was aH on fiie« 
/whaftf flasoK^ jreached vp io. the obuds, and its faoke 
4a the flftid^iAalifo» The globe «tteiiibkd aad foaked at 
the ditadfu} thucidkvi^gs* and the Jightniogs penetrated 
^jftl^ybàF jhdl^.TheÌAfernal ipbita were ftastkd at 
efae.uaciAith flaflic% nnd.aikisd oae another» If the day 
of judgineift.weiti3Cpi^i.lV^^^>* hidthenAhres ia 
jtfafiir fountidns» MPid ihe jQfican vuecei a deep normar* 
Jgyery thing i» ii^vtf 99»s yforprtfed'Wkii wonder aad 
4cead; ;^i4 ;¥<^ bÌH^ei&,>iqh<jaM 
^ouyit^^, .]9^ j^iv9|||»f«m^ jpi^ %ht« 

l>oa^eefl.,- iN^^tlts^».!. ^m! óOiiofid^,:*!»!! ibeIieTe.i«i 
J^^.d^^.^t the If^Y oCMofes wasiiisc^ht down inn 
l^yi^n* B^t doe8.i€.ih^i>ef<iceioao«^ that .lUa bar ii 
ligjveiii^juidt/et^irQid? Canone be iavcd but the. iioas 
iof Jjikftfl, .iM)4 &5b s)s. «re i>;oCil^^ J»c their rcfigàsai 
jDo^b^it^ìs iftagjetxgrt: Pts^ttou .thyMf jiiit acknof- 
)e4gc, ifi^ntjdipuJhi^ «etk. esuminfd f he milter^ . SJe- 
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{rom die feet of thj dodors, who have inftilkd into thee 
pxejudices againd all the fon& of Adam, except thofe of 
your own race. Stand aloof for a while, and look n>«t&d 
ahout thee to the four wiads ; but fix thine eyes on the 
Baft, for from thence Wifdom takes her ongin. Did 
not the lame God who created the Jews, alfo create all 
the nations of the earth ? And canft thou be fo blind and 
obdurate as to think that Sovereignty Merciful made 
fo many nrSlions of fouls on purpofe to damn them ì Or 
that it fhaU be imputed to them for fin, that they were 
not born of the feed of Jacob ? Was it in their power to 
choofe the father that fiionld beget them, or the mother 
that (hould conceive them ? How abfurd are the confe- 
quehces of this narrow opinion ì It is an unpardonable 
pride and maUce, thus to contemn and judge thofe that 
are compounded of the fame ingredients as yourfehes* 

Doubtlefs God has fent prophets into all nations, to 
guide them into the right way, and not into the way of 
infidds. Thofe who believe the prophets, and obey 
their precepts, (hall be favcd ; £ot they preach the unity 
of the divine efience, the refurreékion of the dead, the 
day of judgment, the joys of paradife, and the torments 
of the damned ; they teach the ncccffity of juftice, puri- 
ty, and good works ; exbortmg all to prafbife the golden 
rule, without entangling their minds in ehdlefs niceties, 
which are but the fuper&tation'of piety, the excremen- 
titious burdens of a religious life. Such are moil of the 
troublefome and ridiculous ceremonies obferved by the 
zealots of yòrur law, at v^iich I have known the wifer 
fort of Jews to laugh. Thefe litde fuperftitions, like 
uf^ro6table fuckers, exhatfit the vitals of reHgion, and 
leave it only a fajdefs trunk, from which no fruit can be 
expeéked. Were they commanded in the law of Mofes, 1 
fomething might be pleaded in their defence ; but, as 

FoL IF. 1 
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they are only the dreams of your rabbis» a wife man 
would beware how he put on a necdlefa yoke, the fljrai- 
tagem of your crafty guides to keep you in fubje&ion, 
and a fervile awe of their authority, and a religioua timo- 
rqufnefs of you know not what. 

Thy letter replies to this by anticipation ; for fuppof* 
ing that I fhould argue thus» and charge you with add- 
ing traditions of your own to the pofitive injun^'ons of 
the law, thou tellcft me, that thofe are greatly miftaken 
who think that all which was delivered to Mofes in the 
Mount v^'as written in the two tables, or comprifed even 
in the Pentateuch, as if the prophet fpcnt thofe forty days 
and nights only in keeping of geefe ; for it is evident, 
fay eft thou, that if God had nothing elfe to gi^e him 
but the written law, he might have difpatched him in 
an hour, or a day at moft. Therefore, thou addeft, that 
by day he gave to him the written law, and by night the 
myfterious explanation of it, called the oral law ; which 
explanation Mofes taught by word of mouth to Joibua» , 
his fucceifpr, Joihua to the feventy-two feniors, and that 
they tranfmitted this oral traditionary comment dofwn to ' 
their pofterity, even to the laft of the prophets, from 
whom the great Sanhedrim received it ; after this, every 
one delivered it to his fon as he had received it from his 
anceftors, and* fo it continues to this day to be the lale 
of your lives, in thofe cafes where the writteu law is 
filent. I tell thee, Nathan, there appears a great flioir 
of reafon in what thou (ayeil ;^ and indeed it cannot be 
fuppofed that Mofes fpent all that time only in receiving 
the written law ; but on the other fide, I cannot believe 
that the Eternal Mind was buiied fo many days in prc- 
fcribing thofe ridkulous rules and ceremonies which are 
found in the Talmud,, and the writings of your rabbis. 
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If theii can II convince me of that, I w^ccafe to per* 
iuade thee to a change. 

I have a great deal more to fay, but the hour of the 
poil calls on me to conclude my letter. In my next I 
will fully anfwer all thy arguments. In the mean time» 
let not cuftom, and the diélates of the fynagogue» fup-> 
plaat thy reafon, but remember thou art a man. 

Paris, ayth of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1653. 



XV.— 7Ó the Sublimely Wtfe^ the S'tgnior of Excellent Dig- 
mfy, Abul Re€0WAWn% Grand jllmoner to the Sultan. ' 

X Hou art placed on a high feat, emlaent among the 
faithful, and the eyes of the diftreffed are fixed on thee» 
Thou art the patron of all the miferable. To thee» as 
to a fan^iKiry, firn the man whofe misfortunes have be* 
reaved him of all other hope» who£e drooping fpirits cao 
find no comfort from the refi of mortals» His lafl and 
only refuge is to thee, who art the faithful fleward of 
the Grand Signior's liberalities. Let not too much pru«- 
dence fupcrfede thy charity. The wicked and the inno- 
cent have equal accefis to thee \ and it ought to be fo, 
for no man at firft can diftinguifh between the one and 
the other by tlieir outward a^edi. Yet a little exami* 
nation and converfe will fhow the difierence« 

There are thofe who get large pofTefiions under the 
malk of poverty ; there are impudent beggars, who 
make a trade of impofing c^ human compafiiony aad 
fport themfelves in. this humble method of cheating peo* 
pie of their money ; whilft, imagining they beftow it on 
perfons really indigent, it is thrown away on counter* 
feitSy villains, and infidels. 

On the other fide, I have fccn true objeéls of pity, 

I 2 
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men reduced to the laft extremities, who would rather 
perifh than expofe their condition to any, fave the great 
arid noble. They efteem fuch as be wife men, generous, 
ana confidcrate of the accidents which commonly befal 
mortals ; they think, to thefe they may freely unbofom 
themfelres, tell 'their wants, and claim relief, without 
the hazard of a reproach, which wounds more deeply 
than a (hort denial. 

Thou mayeft know them by the modefty which ap- 
pears in their faces (fays our holy prophet), and that 
they arc foon rcpulfcd. . To fuch as thefe give plentiful 
alms, and do not repine ; for it is as a profitable mer- 
chandife fent to remote countries, which, though ven- 
tuiied on the uncertain waters, yet in time, by the fpc- 
clal bleffing of Heaven, ihall return with fevcn-fold in- 
tereft. 

Nay, give to all that aflc ; for it is better to mifphce 
our charity on nine unworthy perfons, than to deny an 
alms to one that is really in need, Befides, it is not for 
the honour of a fovercign monarch, that any pcrfon in 
diftrefs fhould depart from his court fad or difcontented 
for want of relief. 

I have in fome of my letters glanced at the vices of 
thefe weftem Nazarenes, and have not been altogether 
filent as to their virtues, among which their charity is 
very confpicuous. 

The French relate a pretty paflage of a certain cardi- 
nal, a very good man, and one that, by the mtiltitude 
of his generous aAions, gave ocCafion for the world to 
call him. The patron of the poor. 

This ecclefiailic prince had a conflant truflom, once 
or twice a-week, to give pubKc audience to all indigent 
people in the hall of his palace^ ttnà to rdScvc every one 



Book IH. A SPY AT PARIS. 197 

according to their various neceffities, or the motions of 
his own bounty. 

One day a poor widow, encouraged with the fame of 
his generofity» came into the hall of this cardinal, with 
her only daughter, a beautiful maid about fifteen year^ 
of age. When her turn came to be heard, among the 
crowd of petitioners, the cardinal, difceming the marks 
of an extraordinary modefty in hei face and carriage, as 
aUb in her daughter, he encouraged her to tdl her wants 
freely. She, blufhing, and not without tears, thus ad- 
drefllBd herfelf to him : ** My Lord» I owe for the rent 
of my houfe five crowns, and fuch it my misfortune, that 
I have no other means to pay it, &ve what would break 
my heart, fince my landlord threatens to force me to it, 
that is, to proHitute this my only daughter, whom 1 
have hitherto with great care educated in virtue, and an 
abhorrence of that odious crime. What I beg of your 
eminence is, that you would pleafe to interpofe your fa- 
cred authority, and proteól us from the violence of this 
cruel man, till by our honed indufiry we can procure the 
money for him." ^ 

The cardinal, moved with admiration of the woman's 
virtue and innocent modefty, bid her be of good courage. 
Then he immediately wrote a billet, and giving it into the 
widow's hands, " Go (faid he) to my fteward with this 
paper, and he Ihall deliver thee five crowns to pay ^y 
rent." 

The poor woman overjoyed, and returning the cardi- 
nal a thoufand thanks, went direóUy to his fteward, and 
gave him the note, which when he had read, he told out 
fifty crowns. She, aftonifhed at the meaning of it, and 
fearing this was only the fleward's trick to try her ho- 
Dcfty, Tcfufed to take above ^ve, faying. She afked the. 
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carditial fbr no more, and (he was fure it was fome mis- 
take. 

On the other fide, the fteward infilled on his matter's 
order, not daring to call it in qucftiòn r But all the ar- 
guments he could ufe were infufficient to prevail on her 
to take any more than five crowns ; wherefore, to end 
the controverfy, he ofFered to go back with her to the 
cardinal, and refer it to him. When they came before 
the munificent prince, and he was fully informed of the 
bufinefs, '* It is true, ffaid he) I miftook in writing 
fifty crowns j give me the paper, and I will reAifjr iti** 
Thereupon he wrote again, faying thus to the woinao, 
** So much candour and virtue deferves a recompence : 
H'ere I have ordered you five hunàred crowns ; what 
you can fpare of It, lay up as a dowry to gWe with your 
daughter in marriage." 

If I millake not, this cardinal was called Famefe ; 
but whatever his name was, this was an adlion truly he- 
roic, and which has but few parallels. 

It will be much for the glory and intereft of the fliin- 
ing Porte, if thou fometimes, by an extraordinary lar- 
gcfs, raifeft the fortune of deierving men,* and putteit 
them in a capacity to ferve the Grand Signior ; at leaft, 
fuch bounty will oblige them not to differve him. 
* Among the reft, permit me to recommend the cafe of 
Ebnol Barwana Kayenw», thy countryman : He was 
once pofTeffor of a fair Timariot, but was turned out by 
Sultan Ibrahim, to gratify a creature of Shechir Para. 
Thdu knoweft the' life of that infamous woman. Tfiiy 
00 more. 

I?arls, %d of the jth Moon, of the Year 1.6^;;. 
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J^VI. — To the Captain Bassa. 

X HO.U that art a man of war, delighted, no doubt, to 
hear of combats and battles ; and I tell thee, that fmce 
the beginning of the world, there have never been known 
fuch dreadful fea fights, as during the prcfent war be- 
tween the £ngli(h and Dutch. It feems there is an emu- 
lation fprung up in the latter j they grudge the inhabi- 
tants of Britain the charader which has been given them 
from all antiquity} of being the mofl vidorious on that 
dement of any nation on the earth. 

.It is pofliUe there may be fome more particular grounds 
for their prefent quarrel, to which I am a flranger ^ but 
alTuredly they have purfiied their animoilties very eagerly 
on both fides ; and, let the occafion be wEat it wili^ the- 
Dutch are ilill lofers.. 

X fent thee ^n account of a combat between their ifeett 
laft year, fmce which they have had many other engage- 
ments ; and it is faid here, that, during this war, t|ic 
Englifh have taken from the Dutch near two thoufand 
merchant vefi*els, and funk and burnt many of their (hips 
of war, Hain fome of their chief conmumders, fpoiled their 
tFade> and reduced them almoft to a^ great &rait$ as when 
they firil courted the protedion of the EngliQi againft 

^Jthcir foycrcign the King of Spain, from whom they had 

^ then newly revolted, ^ 

' But the mod terrible confii£l was on the fecond of this 
moon, wherein the Dutch had feven-and-twenty of their 

. gr^teft., fhips either funk or burnt, two thoufand of their 
feamen and foldiers killed, and a thoufand taken prifou- 
crs, with many captains. That great general, Trump, 
whom T mentioned in my lail, was flaiu in this fight, af- 
ter he had performed prodigies of valour. 

The French fay, that, during the heat of this engage-; 

'4 
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nieut, Trump, bting exceffivc thirfty, called for a bowl 
of wine, which his fervant had no fooner delivered to him, 
bat a cannon bullet took his hand off, juil as he was re- 
tiring from his mafter. The brave general, touched with 
a noble compaifion, fpilt the wine on the deck, faying, 
'' It is not fit that I ihould quench my tbirft with the 
blood of a faithful flave i** And as foon as he bad fpoke 
thefe words, «another bullet took from him the power of 
ever drinking again* 

If fuch an accident (hould happen to thee, when thoo 
fightefl againft the infidds, know, for certain» that thoa 
fhalt be immediately tranfported to the green and ihady 
banks of the rivers of wine in paradife» where thou may- 
eft drink thy fill in eternal fecurity ; for he that dies fights 
ing for the faith is a martyr. 

Paris, izth of the $th Moon, of the Year 1653. 



XVIL — To Sale Tircheni Emin, SupcrtntenJattt of 
the Royal Arfenal at ConflanUnople. 

1 REMEMBEBL I promifcd in my lail to give thee a br- 
iber account of Pachicour, the famous pirate of the Black 
Sea : It were eafy to perform it, but a temptation di- 
verts my pen another way. - 

I remember, when thou wert chiaus, I have heard thee 
fpeak of the kingdom of Tunis, whither thou waft fcnt 
by Sultan Amurat, to compofe the differences that hap- 
pened between the dey and the divan of that city : At 
the fame time, thou madeft mention of a certain admi- 
rable engine, contrived to draw up fhips, or any thing 
elfe, from the bottom of the fea ; and that the divan of 
Tunis gave to the artift who framed it an hundred thou- 
fand piafters, as a reward of his ingenuity. 
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I have reatdy in a certain French author, of fuch ano* 
ther device at Venice, made on purpofe to draw up the 
famous Carrack, which they called The Caftle of the 
Sea. This galleon was huilt of a monftrous bulk, more 
for ftate than fervice, and was overturned by her own 
unwieldinefs, as (he lay at anchor, and funk to the bot- 
tom ; from whence neither that foremcntioned engine, 
nor all the art of man could raife her : Yet the fkill of 
the engineer was highly commended, and the fenate ho- 
noured him with the title of Clanffimo, and fettled a no- 
ble penfion on him during life. - 

It is queftioned whether the States of Holland will fee 
fo liberal to a certain French engineer, who has made a 
ftiip at Rotterdam, which, they fay, will outdo all the 
miracles of Noah's ark. 

This ihip is at prefent all the talk at Paris. Our mer- 
chants receive letters full of wonders from the Low Cou»- 
tries concerning this whirligig of a vclTel, which is to 
move by clock-work, without fails, oars, rudder, or any 
common marine tackle, yet (hall cut her way through 
the fea, with a fwifter progrefs than the moon glides 
along the fky, or a bullet out of a cannon. This is the 
difcourfe of thòfe who love to advance all that they hear 
to the height of a miracle or romance i Yet, it is certain, 
the artift has promifed it ihall equal the motion of fome 
birds, and run twelve leagues an }iour. Neither winds 
nor tides fhall forward or hinder its courfe, which, de- 
pending on an tntemal principle of perpetual motion, is 
to be dhreéled only at the picafure of him who manages 
the fprings and wheels ; fo that the mailer of this vefTei 
(hall be able, with a (ingle touch of his hand, to turn it 
to any point of the compafs^ in the moft boifterous wea- 
ther that blows. 

THas engineer farther engs^es, tjiat his ve(rel ihaH make 

»5 
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a vojage to the Eaft Indies in the revcdutioo of a niaoiL» 
and to fome regions of America in a fourth part of that 
time. If he be as good at performance as he is at promif> 
ingy he will fail round the globe at this rate in three 
n\oons. 

In farther commendation ef this wonderfal machine^ 
it is faid, that, by a new-invented art, it (hall fecretlyv 
under water, difable any ftiip, provided fhe bq withiB 
cannon-fhot, and this with fo fudden a force, that in the 
%>ace of fix hours it will fuccefllvely fìnk a fleet of aa 
hundred fhips of war. / 

•Moreover, this artift,.,ta appear not left fubtle againff 
the efforts o£ Heavei^ than in furpaili^g all the inveiiK 
fions on earth, promi&s^ that his miraculous vefTel (hall^ 
at the diftance of a league, cut afunder any fpouts or 
catara6ls of waters, which ufually threaten mariners in. 
the. Mediterranean and other feas. 

It is poffible thou art very well acquainted with the. 
mature of thefe fpouts, and the danger of fhips that fail 
near them j. yet give me leave to inform thee what I havt , 
heard from a certain corfair, who hafi. often met with 
them in the Levaot.. 

This pirate tells me^.that a fpout is a kind of aquedu^ 
between the clouds and the fea, by which thofe pendu- 
lous ciflerns above are rcplenifhcd with water from. the. 
ocean, drawing it up as through a pipe, which ffems to 
be let down for that end, at certain feafons, and m fom« 
particular places, where. the water boils up firft above the 
furface of the bnny plain, as a figaal to thofe thirty 
bladders to make a defcent there, and fuck their fill. 

' If this be true, who knows but that all the rain, to 
Whic^ the earth is indebted for its fertility, comes thus^ 
originally from the fea ? for it may be made frefh, eithei^ 
iiEL its &X& afcent through the rofcid air, or after ita re-. 
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ception into tlic clouds, by fomc hidden energy of that 
dement, or the natural force of the middle region ; of 
at lead by feme unknown virtue, perhaps not inferior to 
that by which the waters of a bitter lake in the defart 
became fweet zt the interceffion of our holy prophet, 
when the whole army of the primitive mulTulmans was 
like to have periftied of thirlK 

And then how will the wcftern philofophers difpofe of 
all the vapours which they fay are exhaled from this 
globe, and afterwards condenfed into clouds ì 1 tell thee 
that is but a loofe notion of fuch retentive bodies as the 
douds feem to be : And it would tempt one to afk, what 
the vefTels are made of which hold thofe condenfed ex-' 
halations. To that they do not fall at once upon our heads 
and overwhelm us, but only diftil in fmall fucceflivc (bow- 
ers, drop by drop, to refrcfh the barren parts of the 
earth, and ferve the neceflities of men : And why the' 
làuis SaB. in the Indies, and other regions of the £aft, 
ttrh&Iie nioons together without intermiflfon, the reft of 
tile year being dry ; whereas, in other countries, the pc- 
nods of the weather's alteration are uncertain, and ia 
fiome parts it feldom or never rains at all. 

Doubtlefs, the works of the Omnipotent are infcra- 
table ;; and tfiough it may be an argument of a great wit, 
to give ingeiiious reafons for many wonderful appearances 
ia nature, Vet it is an evidence of fmall piety or judg- 
ment, to be poiitive in any thing but the acknowledge 
xnent of our own ignorance. 

Now I have made as wide an excurfion from my firHr. 
difcourfe, as the Maolta did, who began an oration in 
praife of Noah's ark, and ended with telling a tale of an 
Armenian wheel-barrow.^ But I will not forget that I 
was fpeaking of the promife which the Rotterdam engi- 
Bcer has made of his machine ; that it fhould effedually 

x6 
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break all the force of fpouts» which would render him 
very ferviceable to merchantSi as a convoy to defend 
them from thofe terrible bugbears to failois ; for the 
corfair td}s me^ that thefe fpouti very often occaiioii 
fhipwrecks, either by entangling the maftft of a (hip, and 
fo overturning itt or» by breakipg in the encounter» over* 
whelm it with water, and fo ilnk it. 

He fays likewife» that the Chriflian pirates are accu- 
ftomed to ufe a certain charm againfl thefe fpouta : They 
have a knife» whofe haft is made of the bone of a man's 
right arm» and every veflel Is bound to provide one, or two 
of thefe knives when they loofe from the ihore. They 
buy them of certain perfons who have the cbara^er of 
magicians ; and when they fee a fpout at fome diilance 
from them at fca, the matter of the weffel, or any body 
elie» takes this enchanted knife in his right hand» and 
holding the book of their gofpel in his . left^ reads fome 
part of it ; and when he comes to a certain verficlc which 
mentions the incarnation of their Meffiah» he makes a 
motion with his knife towards the fpout» as if he would 
cut it in two ; whereupon immediately the fpout breaks 
in the middle» and all the inclofcd water falls iato the 
fea. 

But I tell thee» he who gives credit to the ftories of 
charms» or the projeds of men pretending to excel all 
the reii of their race» has more faith than is requifue to 
him who. reads ^fop's Fables» fince, in perufing that 
ingenious figment» we are only defired to believe the 
moral. 

It is thought by fome, that this engineer will», by the 
natural clock-work of his heels» be much more nimble 
than his veiTel» in flying the difgrace which will attend 
kim» if his &nta&ic project prove unfuccefsfuL In my 
next thott (halt hear of Fachicour.. 

Paris, txth of the 8th Moor, of the Year 1.^53, 
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XVIIL— r^ MuRAT, Baja. 

1 HE Englifh at prefent make the greateft figure and 
noife of all the nations in the Weft. Spain, Portugal, 
and even France itfelf, courtd the fWendihip of that iiland, 
fince the inhabitants have foroied themfelves into a com- 
monwealth. It appears as if the English were but new- 
ly awakened to a fenfe of their own ftrength, and, by 
thus rouiing themfelves, had alarmed all their neighbours. 

However it be, this king has fent an «BbafTador to 
the Engltih court to break the negotiation of the Spa- 
niards there, and to eftabiift a peace between England 
and France, if poiEble. 

One cannot tell what to make of the maxims of thefc 
infidels ; for, at the fame time, the hanifhed heir of the 
Englifh crown takes his fanéluary in this -couit, where 
he is careflfed, and made to believe great things they will 
do toward his neftoration. But intereft' fuperfcdes all ar- 
guments of afFeftion and confanguinity : They are more 
folicitous here for the fuccefs of their embafly, than for 
the right of the poor exiled pwnce. He is called the 
King of Scotland, having been folemnly crowned in that 
kingdom fince the death of his father ; and, entering in- 
to England with an army of Scots, was routed ; and, 
having narrowly cfcaped the trains that were laid for his 
liberty and life, at length landed in this kingdom, where 
he has been entertained with much feeming affection. 
But the dread they are under of the vidlorious new Eng- 
lifh commonwcakh, makes tiiem begin to talk of his de- 
parture from hence. 

The Prince of Conde has taken Rocroy, which was 
the tìril place wliere he fignalized his arms in the infant 
r«ig« of this king, about ten years ago, which the. fur- 
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perftitioi» intttpret as an omen <^ ifl luck to tlie ktng^. ' 
This fort of people are led by maxims void of ^ rcafon» 
and fo there is no regard to be given to tbeir obferva-' 
ttons ; yet fome of the wifer fort think this wiH prove a 
long war. 

That which amufies people moft, is the (msdl concenf 
the Prince of Conti and the Dutchefs of Longucville 
ihow for their brother's caufe ; for» while the king was 
on his march againft the Prince of Conde, they came 
and fubmitted themfelves to him, and were received to 
£inFoon Thofe who are apt to fafpeft an intrigue in 
every thing» fay» that this reconciliation is only feigned 
on their part» it being a means to ferve thdr perfecuted 
brother with greater fecurity and fiiccefs ; others are of 
opinion» that it is real» efpeciaUy on the Prince of Con- 
ti^l part» lìnee he and his brother had never any goodi 
uaderilanding. 

There has been a battle lately fought between the-- 
French and Spam(h forces in ttaly» wherein the Spani- 
ards loft twelve hundred men» and the French above half 
that number of their beft ibldiers ; fo that the King of 
Fmnce may fay» with a famons general, Vi^ories attend-- 
cd with (b little advantage» wiH ruin» rather than enlarge 
an empire. 

BalTa» in the midft of thy grandetxl*» I wifh thee health» 
which fweetens the worft events. As for me» I am like, 
ene hovering between two worlds.- 

Paris, 15th of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1653. 



XIX — To Atis, JBqfa. 

X HE gods of the N^zarenes» one would think» were 
ftudying how to perplex their adorers. Thcfe wcfterse * 
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paru aboand mkh prodigies and furprifing «inentt r More 
crpecially the low countries feel the ftrokes of a hand, 
which, by makiog^ them fmarti feems to put them i» 
mind, they zr(f too high in their own conceit. 

For fcveral weeks we have been alarmed from thence 
with the tragical fttmes of (hipwrecks, inundation», tem» 
pefb of thunder and lightning, not u£ual at this time o£ 
the year ; monflrous fpedres feen rJfing out of the feas» 
lakes, and livers; armies in Uie air; with comets, and 
other wonderful apparitions. 

The Hates of the United Provinces have loft by wreck 
fixteen fhips of war, and thirty-feven merchant veiTela, ^ 
It looks as if .£olus and Neptune, the chief gods of the 
Hollanders, had entered inta a league to puoifh them for ' 
ib-uggling againft their fate, whilfl they maintain a i)«et 
to brave and plunder the £ngli(h, under whofe (hadòw . 
they firft rofe to the power they f« ungratefully no^ 
poffefs. 

For befides thefe loiTes at fea, the winds ai>d waver > 
have confpired to break down their very banks,, the only 
guard they have againil that encroaching clement. All 
the low countries are overwhelmed with water ; infomticb 
as, five m3es within land from Ofteod, there has been ^ 
found a whsde newly caft up, feven times as long as a 
man». 

.This the infidels look on as a great prodigy, «id the 
forerunner of fome firange se volution» though it is but a > 
nature event, and frequently happens in thofe feas where 
whales ace more plentiful. The naturalifts fay, that this 
king of the feaiy jmUobs never makes htspxogxda tlusough* 
the feas without his guide, which is a certain fmall dih, 
that always fwims before him, and gives him warning of 
fla|9 and fliallows^ upon which hq often ftrikes, and fome- 
times oa the noaia ihores, if his l^tle guide chance to b$ " 
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devoured by aay other fi/h, or come to other mifhap ; 
and this may be the reafon why fo many whales are 
found on the fands when the tide ebbs. They fay alfo, 
that when this little fifli is inclined to reft, it retires into 
the whale's belly, rcpofing itfelf there for fome time, 
during^ which the whale refts alfo, not daring to venture 
forward, till his guide comes forth, and leads the way. 
If this be true, it feems as if there were a league or 
friendship contra^ed between thefe two, they mutually 
performing all the neceflary ofnces of love and gratitude ; 
and how this can be done without fome fpecies of reafon, 
I cannot comprehend. 

Let them at the Porte call me Minefih, or what they 
pleafe, I cannot forbear doing this juftice to the fifh of 
the fea, as well as to the animals on earth, to acknow- 
ledge, that cither they are endowed with a kind of rea.» 
fon, or that faculty which we call fo in men is no other 
than fenfe. If the brutes perform many things without 
any deliberation or counfel, fo do mod men ; and no 
man can demonftrate, that even thofe dumb beings do 
not advife and projedt, before they attempt any thing of 
moment towards their own prefer vation, or the fervice of 
others 5 and if they feem to do many things raftily, it 
may be attributed to the quicknefs and vivacity of their 
fenfe, which needs not the flow and phlegmatic methods 
of human counfel. 

Suffer thefe digieffions, courteous baffa ; and, fioce I 
have led thee fo far out of the road, take but another 
ftep, and I will fliow thee a great monarch, who com- 
mands millions of men, carried away captive by a filly 
beaft. 

The King of France, the other day, as he was a-hunt- 
ing, difcharged a fowling-piece at a partridge on the 
wing : The bird dropped, 4ind the monarch, eager to 
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take up his game, gave the reins to his horfe, who ran 
away with him over a great plain, for the fpace of half a 
league ; and had not the king fallen off» within fix paces 
of a great chalm or hole in the earth, he would have 
been carried, for aught I know, to keep company with 
Horatius Curtius, the venturous Roman, of whofe ex- 
ploits thou haft heard ; for the furious (teed, not being 
aware of the danger before him, as foon as he had caft 
the king, gallopped full fpeed into the gaping precipice, 
and was never more heard of» 

This the priefts cry up for a miraculous efcape, and 
prelagc, that the king is referved by providence for great 
things* 

The King of Portugal has an ambafladcMr here, who in 
his maker's name . propofes a match between this king 
and the infanta of Portugal, proffering four millions of 
crowns as her dowry : But the court entertains this mo- 
tion coldly, the cardinal being averfe, for what reafon is 
not known ; for the infanta has an illuilrious charad^er, 
and known to be a princefs of incomparable virtue. 

This miuifter is managing a match of nearer concern 
to himfelf, defigning to marry ob^ of his nieces to the 
^ince of Conti, brother to the trlnce of Conde j and 
it is faid, this prince receives the cardinal's propofals with 
lefs fcorn, than did the Count of SoifTons thofe of Cardi- 
nal RIchlieu on the like occafion. 

Here is a rumour, as if the Prince ofConJe would be 
c-ondemned by a procefs of parliament, and that he will 
be put to death in effigy. 

This indignity is common among the infidels, who 
cfleem whatfoever honour or difgrace Is ftiown to images, 
as donie to the pcrfons whom they reprefent. They have 
so other cxcufe for their worfiilp of things made by 'the 
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hands of men like themfelves, but that it is purely rela- 
^ tive, and centres in the prototype. 

In the mean time, the Prince of Condc's friends asnd 
well-vrifliers fmile at his imaginary death, knowing, that, 
if no effeétual (Iroke of fate carry htm out of the world» 
he will be at the head of a potent army in the fpring, to- 
put many to death in reality, and by the edge of the 
fword, who fight for his enemies. 

A while ago, a man was imprifoned here by his own 
felly, having voluntarily declared, that he was hired by 
this prince to afrallinate Cardinal Mazarini. 

I have formerly fpoken of thè CcHint d'HaiiCouit, 
.and the difgrace he was in at this court, for not con- 
tinuing the fiege of Londa, a ilrong hold of the Spani* 
ards in Catalonia. This general is a brave man, and has 
done eminent fcrviccs to the crown of France. It is no- 
wonder, therefore, that he laid to heart the coldnefs and 
contempt with which he was received at his return fron» 
that unfortunate campaign. Great fouls are to be caref- 
fcd with more than ordinary aifeftion, in their adverfc 
fbrtvnes ; and faithful fervants ought not to be reproach- 
ed with every falfe fl;ep, or ill fuccefs in their affair». 
The count, refentisg iH the king's carriage towards hin^ 
removed himfelf from the court, and then out of the 
kingdom, deflgning, as is fuppofed, to ferve the Eoipercr 
of Get-many. 

, La& week his two fons, that were detained as hoftag^s in- 
this city, made their efcape i the Duke of Lorraio havisg* 
promised to give the eldefl his daughter in marriage. 

That duke roves up and down like a freebooter, witk 
an army of banditti at his heels. 

Kenowned Afis, X m^ke an humble and affeé^ionate 
obeifance ; wifhing .^thce as many» years of life, as thou^ 
canft pafs without languifhing for death. 

Paris, ijth of the nth Moon, of the Year KJ53. 
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XX, — To Dg£B£ Nafir, Bajfa^ 

JL Hou fucccedcft a righteous mmifter, Chiurgi Muham- 
mct : I wifK thee a furplufage of happincfs, which thou 
wflt not fail to poffefs/if thou inheriteft the virtues of 
that baifa, as wcH as his office. May his foul now taf^e 
tfhe reward of his juft life ; and I doubt not but h| ha» 
made an happy experience of my wifhcs. He fits down 
in quiet under the treea of Eden, his head encompaffed 
with a garland of flowers, which never fade, veiled with 
the immarcefcible crimfon, and purple of paradife : He 
rcpofes on his bed of delights, whilft beautiful pages 
fòrvc him in veflels of gold, fet round with fapphires and 
emeralds : He drinks the dele6lablc wine which never 
inebriates, and eats of the fruits, every morfei of which 
prolongs his life for a thoufand ages : He hears nothing 
but the voices of fuch as are full of benedÌ6liori and joy : 
ITic virgins of paradife falute him with a grace which 
cannot be ekprefled : They chant to the new-come gueft 
fongs of immortal love 5 to the ftranger from earth, they 
tell their paifion in drains which ravifh his heart : He is 
dtflFolved in a thoufand ecftacies. This is the reward df 
^ pious muflulman, a wife minifter, a juft judge of the 
faftl^til. Follow his example, and thou (halt be tranflat- 
"tà kto his company ; for he is in a g6odly place, near 
the fpring-head of perfeA blif». 

' Thou, wik expéft fome news from me as a teftimony 
Srf my réfpetì: ; and I cannot pretend there is none ftfr- 
ring, at a juncture when all this part of the world is ^ 
full of aéition, or at leaft of counfels. 

Here has been great rejoicings lately for the takifig of 
St. Menèhond, a itrong town in the hands of the Prince 
of Conde. All the officers of the French King's army 
endeavoured to diffttade him from the fiege of this place i 



SI 2 LETTERS WRITTEN BI Vol. IV- 

but Cardinal Mazarìni over-ruled their argument») and, 
having reproved their groundlefs fears, caufed it to be 
invefted and attacked the 2 2d of the loth moon. Some 
fay he had a party there, yet it held out till the 27 th of 
the laft moon, at which time it was funrendered upon ar- 
ticles to the king, who was there in perfon, with hit 
brother the young Duke of Anjou, the queen, thjc car- 
dinal, and the whole court : They returned to this city 
the 9th of this prefent moon. 

They were received with great acclamations and feem- 
ing joy, by thofe who would have triumphed morc- 
heartily, had they been defeated, or forced to raifc the 
ficgc i for the citizens of Paris wifh well to the Prince of 
Conde's arms, not fo much out of love to him, as in ha- 
tred of his cncm}'^, the cardinal minifter ; and they are 
fenlible, that this fuccefsful fiege will redound wholly to 
the cardinal's honour, by wbofe fole orders the place was 
invciled. 

It is difcourfed, as if this minifter has fome new defiga 
on foot, to conquer the kingdom of Naplcfc : This is 
certain, a mighty fleet is fitting out to fea ; whither 
bound, no man knews but thofe of the cabinet, among 
whom the cardinal is chief. 

In the mean while, the common people liften after 
certain prodigies that have been feen in the air : They 
fay, a flaming fword appeared lately to rife in the north» 
and take its courfe fouth-eadward ; from whence, people 
make various prognoftics, as their pailions or intereils in-, 
fpine them. Some are of opinion, it prefages the con- 
queft of Naples by this^ king's arms ; others apply it to 
* the new commonwealth of England, and to the viftorious 
fword of Oliver, who, from general of the Englifh army, 
is now, in this very moon, exalted to «ho height of fo- 
vcreign powtr, governing the nations of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, under the title of their Proteftor, 
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Here are divers of his fubje<A8 in this city» and other 
Englifhi Scots» and Ir((h, who embrace the intereft of 
Charles, the fon of their late murdered king» who has 
been lince crowned King of the Scots. , They give a 
different charader of Oliver ; yet all agree that he is a 
wife ilatefman and a great general. 

The Scots King's party fpeak contemptibly of Oli- 
ver's birth and education ; yet thou knoweft this hinders 
not but he may be a man of courage and virtue. They 
relate many odd pa&ges of his youth» which feem to me 
A> many evidences of an extraordinary genius» and that 
he is a perfbn of a deep reach. 

He tampered with feveral religious fa^ions in Eng- 
land» counterfeiting an exquilite piety, whereby he iirft 
raifed himfelf a name among the zealots of that nation» 
who looked upon him there as a very holy perlbn» and 
one marked out by deftiny for great undertakings. 

He foon got a confiderable command in the army of 
the revok^rs» where he fignalized himfelf by many brave 
adiions» which fppke him a man of an invincible courage» 
and «admirable conduci ; fo that at length hone was 
thought more fit than he to be general. In fine» he ac- 
quitted himfelf fo gallantly in that lugh office» and has 
fo wrought himfelf into the affeétions of the people, that 
they now look upon him as a prophet or faviour ; and 
. the divan» or parliament of that nation, have conferred 
on him the fovcrcign authority. 

Thofe of the £ngli(h» which are aifeded to his intereft» 
fpeak great things in his praife \ they call him another 
Moles or Jo(hua ; they prefer him to Hannibal» Scipio» 
and even to the great Alexander. It is difficult fer 
them to fpeak of him without hyperboles. It is £ùd 
the King of France will court his fnend/hip. Indeed 
all the neighbouring countries fttad in 91^ of this fiK> 
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cefsful liero ; and ,the Hollanders, wkoare the only 
people that duril engage in a war with the £nglifli com* ' 
monwealthy now feek for peace» fince he i» invefted witli . 
the fupreme authority. 

In the mean time, 'the poor exiled King of the Scottf • 
takes fan^luary in this court, with his mother the late 
Queen of England, and his brother, whom they call the 
Duke of York. The French King allows them all veiy 
eonfiderable penfions ; and the latter has fome command 
in the army in Flanders. There i& another brother alfo^ 
but little talked of as yet, being the youngeft of the 
three. 

They are generoufly entertained here, it being the pe- 
culiar honour of this court to be an hofpitable refuge to 
princes in diftrefs : Yet obferving men fay» the king will 
in time grow weary of his royal guefts, it being very 
chargeable to maintain them and their burdenfbme re^ * 
tinue. Befìdes, he will have fome reafoa of ftate to 
difcard them, if he enters into a league with Oliver, 
the new Englifh fovereign, who is courted on all hands. 

Eliachim the Jew [ of whom thou wilt hear in. the 
divan) is juft come into my chamber, and brings me 
word, that there is an exprefs newly arrived,, who iaformt 
the queen of a defeat given to the Spaniards near a city 
called Rozes, which they had befieged, in Catalonia. The 
French were going to tlie relief of this place» and the 
Spaniards fet upon tliem in their march, but were beatea 
into, their trenches, from whence they fled by oight, 
leaving three hundred Spaniards on the fpot, almoft two 
thoufand prifoners, and all their cannon and bi^gagcw 
• This has put the court into a jolly humour : Nothing 
but revelling and dancing epaploys their time, the ywmg 
king taking great delight in balls, mafques, and fuch re-, 
creations, haWng left oflF hunting, ever fince his horfc 
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nin away whh him in the tenth moon of this year, after 
he had (hot a partridge, whereof I have fpoken ah-eady 
in one of my letters. 

The great God preferve thee from precipices, poifon, 
the glftnccs of a witch, and from being canonized a mar- 
tyr in a firing ; and for other deaths, thotf hail virtues 
enough to encounter them bravely. 

Pzrlsj 30th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1653. 



BOOK IV- 

LETTER I. — To Bedredin, Superior of the Convent of 
Dervifesy at Cogni in Natòlia» 

Wf HBN I firft opened thy venerable letter, my heart on 
a fudden became frefh as a garden of rofes, or a field of 
cinnamon and mprh, vvhofe odmirs are exhaled by the 
weft wind ; in my breail there fprung up a fountain of 
joy, ferene as cryilal, and refrefhing as' the waters of 
Euphrates. 

I contemplate thee as a cedar among the trees of the 
forefb, or as the durable oak of the defart. May Hea- 
ven prolong thy li e till the found of the trumpet. 

The commands with which thou hall honoured me 
came in an acceptable hour ; I have received them with 
a complacency which I cannot exprefs 5 my eyes were 
fo fixed on the lines of great purity, that I couid not 
for a long time take them oiF. Thou haft hit the mark 
of nay affeélion, in employing me to write what the mofl 
impartial hiflorians fay of J«fu8, the fon of Mary, the 
Chriftian MeiTias. 

That ho.y prophet was honoured by his very enemicf. 
I 
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jotifhuif a learned Jew, who lived in Ii$s time, and 
wrote the hiAoiy oi that nation, makes worthy mention 
of him. 

So did many of the Gentile philofophers, though 
theyoppoHed his diiciples and foDowers. Porphyry, 
whom the Chriftians commonly repute as a bitter enemy 
to their profeilion, yet calls Jefus wife, blcfied, and di- 
vine. That fagv was exafperated againft a certain fee): 
of Nazarenes in his time, whom they called GnofHcs : 
Thcie corrupted the do^rines of Plato, and gthe theolo- 
gy of the ancients, wantonly mixing human fables with 
divine truths. Againft thefe Porphyry iharpened his 
pen, and, not making a difference between them and 
other Chriftians, drew upon himfeif the ill-wiU of them 
all : Yet he retained a profound attachment for the Mef- 
fias. 

Wouldft thou know the circumftances of this holy pro- 
phet's birth ? They were glorious, even in obfcurity ; 
for, though his father and mother were then upon tlie 
road to Jerufalem, ftrangers at Bctblehera, and forced 
for want of room in the caravancera to lodge in a ftahle 
with an ox and an afs, where the Meffias was bom, and 
laid in a manger ; yet, in this contemptible ftatc, there 
came fome of the magi out of Perfia and Chaldea, who 
brought prefcnts to the holy infant ] and having laid at 
his feet gold, myrrh, and incenfe, they proftratcd them- 
felves on the ground, and praifcd God, the Moft High 
King of all, in that he had honoured them with a fight 
of the Meffias. 

This was in the 43d year of the reign «f Auguftus 
Caefar the Roman emperor, at which time one Herod 
was prefident of Judea. This man being informed that 
certain noble ftrangers were come out of the eaft to Je- 
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raiÌEdenì, he lent fcnr them» apd inquiring the occi£on of 
fo tediouft a journey» they gave him this aofwer : 

<< Peace be to thee» O Sultan ! There was o£ o£d 
time a prophet of great fame in our nation» who» among 
other predictions that have fince come to pa^ left adfo 
thisTh writing : 

** That in Paleftine Aiould be boro a child of heavenly 
race, who ihQuld rule over the greateft part of the worlds 
and by this iign ye (hall know the time and place of his 
birth : A ftrange ftar (ball appear in the firmament, which 
fhall direél you to the very houfe where you may (md 
bim. When» therefore» ye (hall behold this ftar» take 
gold» myrrh» and incenfe» and following the condu^ of 
the ftar» go and offer thefe gifts to the young child ; 
then return immediately to your own country» led fome 
grievous calamity bcfal you* 

" Now» this (bur has appeared to us» we are c#me to 
perform what was commanded us.'* 

Herod faid to them» << Ye have done well. Go» there- 
fore» and feck diligently for the infant ; and when yc 
have found him, come and tdl me» .that I may go and 
pay him homage aUb." 

But they never returned to him again ; wherefore He« 
rod in his anger and jealoufy commanded all the infants 
in Bethlehem to be drangled» that had not been born 
above four-and*twenty moons. But the father and the 
mother of the Holy Infant (led away with hifn into the 
land where it never rains» the fame night that the magi 
came. - 

What I here relate to thee» fage Bedredin» is taken 
out of approved hiilonans ; for many among the Gen- 
tiles wrote of thefe things befides the ChrilUans. 

There was a Roman philofopher much about the fame 
time» a nr^an in great cfteem with Caefar» to whom he 

Foi. IV. K 
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^rote a tetter, wherein he talentlons the cotoing of thè 
magi after this fnafmer : <* Certain oriented Perfians (fayt 
he) ha^ fet foot withki the h'mtts ^f thy empire, bring- 
ing prefenta fit only for *kifigt> to a certain- child» newly 
born «in the-tountry of the Jew» ; but who "this infant is, 
or whofe fon, we are yet ignorante" 

Thou feèft, O pious deryife, that the Mefiias appear- 
-eò with no fmall luftre, even in his cradle ; and in his 
early years he entered into the témf)le, -and difputed with 
thie Hebrew rabbis, conviiftcing them of an uniVerfal de- 
fe&ion from thè primitive few «of Moft^, declaring him- 
felf the Meffiafs, and yet tn profound humSity acknow- 
ledging, That a prophet fhould coftie after hifai, who 
ftould be preferred ^fói*e him, the duft •€£ whofe Icct he 
^as n6t Svorthy to kifs, Ttós pàffàg'e the ChrifBtos tette 
perverted to another fenfe ; btìt the true faJthftd knol7 
^ was -fpokcn only of Mahomet, the feaà of the prophets. 

The time would fail me, to recount all the Hujséhdods 
actions of this "tnan^s Kfe ; and, in calling him man, I 
imitate his own example, (ince throughout the g«yfpel 
he never called himfetf God, or the foti of God, as tht 
Chriftians do, but moft frequently gave ^iftrfclf the titk 
of the Son of Man. He turned tvattr into Wine, fed 
five 'thoufWiid people ^ith Hve cakds and two fmaH tenches, 
Sealed all difeafes, Veftotfed fi^^t to theta that were borm 
Wind, raiféd the dead, went invffibly ^hrot/^ crowds -e^ 
his enemies, and, finaTly, was taken op into 'paradife. 

If thou wouldft know mote of this holy propliet, thei^ 
are hiflonans who fay he was initiated in the myftenés 
of the Effenes, a certain feft among the JeW^. 

i%at nation, it leems, was then divided feto f^^v^ 
daffes, among whieh ^Is of the EffMies ^as none of 
th?e Icaft cdnfidcrable, -as Ifeing the tììoft i^lìgious obfer- 
vfers erf the law : ThefrconTcrftfeten v^as frfl of Ixitaitòtìty, 
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both among themfchcB and toward* {Wangers ; avoiding 
pleafure« as enemies to the mind, and eftecming chaftity 
the very cement of all vtrtuea : therefore they thefplfed 
marriage^ as an entanglement to men devoted to con- 
templation. They bad alfo an equal contempt for riches : 
No man of this fed calkd any thit^ his o?ra, thoughnt 
were his lawful inheritance, but their pofTdffions were in 
comni^9 and equally diftributed. 

It was among thdr myileries, to anomt their bodies 
frequently with oil, and as often to wafh them with run- 
ning water. They neither bought nor fold, nor fre- 
quCiiied the public places but every one communicated 
freely fuch things a« he poflelTed, to him that flood in 
need. Thus there was a reciprocal exchange of kind- 
iteS&i and ^fiiitmce, according to every one's faculty and 
piower. They were very affiduous in watching, failing, 
«a&d prayer, cixz^us in ob&rvlng the various names of the 
Qingels, which they frequently repeated, invocating thdfe 
happy heinga as the minifters ùf the King Eternal : 
AinA thofe who were exercifed in this kind of religious 
life, arrived to ib great a conftancy of mind, that neither 
Yacks, fire, fword, or any other tortures, could ever 
fnove them to renounce their law, or fpeak the leali word 
in contempt of their inftitution ; nay, they would rather 
fufFer martyrdom, than be prevailed on to tafte of any 
thifig'that had life in it ; for they were ftrift obfervers of 
the law, which commands perpetual abitiacnce from the 
fleih of animals. 

It was an tsftabliihed article of their faith, that as foon 
as the union of foul and body was diffolved by death, 
the former by a natm^ inohnation afcends to the ikies, 
even as fparks fly upward, when freed from the grof» 
earthly master in which they lay imprifoned. 

I have here giteir thee .a ihort and true charaAer of 

K 2 
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the Effcncs,- of which fcft all Chriftians own Ui€ Mcf- 
fias to be a favourer, if not a member, in regard he no 
where is recorded to have upbraided them, as he often did 
the Phanfees, Sadducees, Herodians, and the reft. 

Time will not permit me to fay more at prefenf 'con- 
cerning that venerable prophet ; but, if thou wouldft 
have a perfcd Idea of all his virtues and fan6lity of iile, 
turn thy eyes inward, and fix them on thyièlf, for tlwu 
art a lively tranfcript of the holy Jefus. 

Paris, xft of the ift Moon, of the Year 1654. "^^ 



*?^ 



II. — To the FenerahkMv FT u ' '' 

X HO u. haft heard of the Jefuits, an order of Nazarei& 
dervifes : All ^Europe abounds with them.; and they have 
attempted to fettle themfelves at the Sublime Porte,. an<f 
feveral places of Afìa, belides their a£iual polTeifionfr. in 
the Indies, where they are very numerous and. ponwrfo}. 
They are efteemed therichell order of the 'Roman chunrh* 
though the conftitutions of their founder obHg|^^them :6p 
perpetual poverty. But what will not the &cred hunger 
of gold tempt* men to ? For the fake of jdiis chvrmmg 
metal, they can difpenfe with antiquated laws aiMJ- 4vdl 
.melancholy vows. 

Thefe religious perfons have lately fpre^about a let- 
ter in print, which they pretend comes from on© of th^r 
order in Armenia. 

This difpatch relates a ftrange accident that lias hap- 
pened at the fepulchre of our holy prophet (upon wh<Hn 
reft the favours of the Eternal) ; for it affirms, that in the 
eighth moon of the laft year, the flirine which contains tlie 
body of that heavenly miflioner, fell from the roof of xkc 
facred mofque» to which they fay it adhered by virtue of 



Book IIL ASPT AT PARIS^ ' 221 

a magnet faftened in the centre of the arch ; and tha&> 
at the fame time the pavement of the temple opened^ and 
fwallowed up that venerable ark^ wherein were repoflted 
the moft holy relicks in the world ; and that from the 
chafm there iifued out a flame like that of fulphur» ac- 
companied with fuch a fmoke an4 intolerable ftenchy as 
caufed aU the pilgrims that were prefent to fwoon away y 
whereupon many of them are fmce turned Chrifkian& 

Thia forgery is believed here by tbofe who never exa- 
mine any thing their priefts tell them, but take all on 
truft. The common people blefs themfelves in that they 
#efe bom of Chriftiaft parents, and not of the difcipks 
of that wicked impoftor ; fo they blafpheme the man, in 
whom the promifes of their Meffias are verified, when he 
iaid, He would intercede with God to fend a prophet 
mbo ikould kad them into all truth. 

-They would never be at the pains or cofl to examine 
whetiyer'the foundation of this ftory be true or falfe. AU 
tiie mufiulmans who have been at that holy of holk^ 
know, that the body of our divine lawgiver repofes in a 
ibpulchre» built i^ter the fame manner as the tombs of 
our aciguft 'emperors, and other dormitories of the great ; 
only vnth this difference, that it furpaifes all the monu- 
nents of the world m the invaluable richnefs of its oma« 
ments, the gifts of devout muffulman princes. There 
appears always fuch an infapportable luilre of gold and 
precious ftones, in every angle of that myfterious recefe, 
as may well dazzle the eyes of mortal fpedlators, fin ce 
the arigels themfelves are forced to be veiled within thofe 
majeflic walls. 

Hence it is not hard to fuppofe, that the circular r?- 
fra&ions of fuch a glitterfng orb of jewels might create, 
jdie «femblance of a tomb fufpended in the air, or cleaving 



2^2 LETTEM. VRITTE» BT VoL IV. 

to the roof of that gknoui edifice» deceiviag the eyes of 
fofloe ignoranty but devQUt muifulsuuis, from whom thift 
xaagnetic faUc 6x& took itt «rlgio» However it he» iu> 
mau of common £aith» or hut ordinary feafe, wH heHevf , 
that God» who ha» for. fo xaany ages prQte<6ied. the £?- 
pidchre of hw apoiile aiKÌ favourite^, verifying tWdb tb^ 
prophecy of Mahooiet himfeH*, who foretold» as did othisr: 
prophets hefoore him« Thajt the pla<;e of hk r«^ft fliou]d 
be g^odoua, and that the greatefi mooarcht of th^ «arth 
ftnuld irifit k: 1 iay» no mgkfk will believe thai Q«4 
would at lokgth fuffer fo Tile, a difgraee to hap^pe.|i tQ jibf: 
tomb of hie niefiengery the nt!^^^ oi finiiexsb 

But the Nazareoes. will beiieve my X^gs. b^ tho 
truth : They are givf u up to a fpirit of delufioH andr «r» 
lor, incapabk of light and iuiljcueiioA. 

Thus I leave them till the day of ^ann» a«j,th<&h9W 
of fcmtiny, when the angela of the teft (haH en^t the 
graTe% ajckd» having made ex,periin«ii( of eyery mao^^r 
work» and faith, fhall give the juil a regifte r of th^ v^ 
t«cs iix their right hand» but to the vidfted» i* their If^ 
hand, 9. Wack record of their fins* 

In the oean tÌQ»e, I pfoftrette myklii b«C(MPe tht«^ h^^ 
gingy that wh^n thou turiteA thy iaec to the hcHiTiehof 
Ibrskim, and the tooib of the prophet» thjDU' wilt fmà 
up one daculation for Mahtnut> that he may pf rffvevf 
in Ihuoning the errors of the infidcU. 

Paris, 19th of the ifk Moon, of the Year 1654. 



III.-^To Cara ÌÌ Ahi, P/jji/ìcian io the Grand Sìgnior. 

S^iHCfi what I wrote laft in behalf of the brute aaimalt 
I& fo acceptable to thee» I will con^^ly with thy requeit 
in continuing that difcourfe. 
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It is ccitaia the ancicftt» kad another opinion of tho 
beiAs ihao theie Freoeh philofphem^ who. deny tkem.the 
^ of reaticMi* 8oK:rateih ufed to. fwear by tine animal ge« 
9erii^ion8> and {9 did Rhadamaothvia before him : Thfl 
Egyptian fermed the images of their goda in the fimili* 
tude of beaf^ or blvda, or fi(bes : So ^ Grecians fixed 
iltkt homs-of a ram on the head of Jupiter's ft?utue, aa^ 
thofe of a bull ga the image of Bacchus : They com» 
pounded the ima^ of P^ of a nua and a goat ; painted 
^ Mufts and Gsaces with wii^gs ; and the poet Pindas 
tmkrt all t}^ gods wsaged, and di%ttifea them in the 
ib^p^ $ of {inverai béaAs,. whea in his hymns he introducea 
theoi chafed by /Bryphpn. Thou knoweft aUb, thad ottc 
hol)r(fe6br8 afirm the angd Gahvie}; to hane wags» with 
^<A of. \itbidk.he omc pLVf. a^ mark t» tho inopn. 

WhfA the poeta bring isk Jiipifer oour^ing Vafiphae» he 
•pp^vs. ia tbe fosm of a bull ) and in hia othec amours« 
i£ir<ntày l^elkve ^em, he changed hiin^lf ibmetimes 
into' a fwai?» then into an eagle s They report aUioy tha( 
he was fuckled by a goat. 

"Por thefe,. and other rea&na» the ancients not only 
tovboiie to injure their feUovywanimals» but entertained 
th^B with fingnkr a&ókioii ^d frisndih^. A dove was 
th^ darHng of Semiiamis ; a dog was the joy of Cyrus ; 
i^ip King of Macedoi\ made a fwan his companion ; 
and our holy lawgiver was often wont to fport li^imfelf 
with a cat : He loved this, creature for its cleaohnefs and 
a^ivity, and therefore we miifTulmans generally have a 
' cat IB great efteem and veneration. 

That favourite of God underftood the language of 
beads» and converfed as familiarly with them as with 
men : So it is famed of Melampus» and Tireilas of old, 
as alfo of ApoUonius Tyanaeus, who af&rmed to his 
friend fitting by hiin,, that a fparrow, which he hefurd 
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chirping to his feUews, told them of an afs which he had 
fcen fall down with hi« load a littk way ofF from that 
place. It is aUb recorded of a boy, who underftood all 
the voices of birds^ and by that means could foretel 
things to come» that his mether, by pouring urine into 
his ears when^ie was aileep, deprived him of this incom- 
parable gift» for fear he fhould be taken from her» and 
prefented to the king. There is no queilion» but feveral 
stations have a certaun knowledge of the fpeech of-fomc 
animals : My countrymen» by a pecuHar gift beflrowed 
on our fathers and their pofterity for ever» ilnderftand 
the language of crows and eagles ; and the ancients were 
lb well verfed in this knowledge» that when' they con- 
verfed with the birds» or at leaft when they heard them 
in their language utter preiages of what fhoold' fhordy 
. happen on earth» they pcrfuaded thèmfelvet that tliofe 
birds were the mefiengcrs of the gods : Therefore the 
eagle was fuppofed to be the meffcngcr of Jupiter, the 
crow and hawk of Apollo» the ilork of Juno»' the owl of 
, Minerva, and fo of others. ' 

It is evident that our common huntfmen underftand 
the different voices of their dogs» when at a diffance they 
fignify by one kind of cry, that they are queuing after 
the hare ; by another» that they have found her ; by a 
third» that they have taken her» or that ihe is turned to 
the right hand, or to the left. So thofe» who look after 
«rattle, know by the voice of the buH when he is hungry, 
lldrfty» or weary, or when he is ftung with luft ; fo by 
the roaring of the lion» the howMng of wolves, the bleat- 
ing of fheep, men are made fcnfible of the "various wants, 
inclinations, and paffions of thofe creatures. 

Nor are thefc animals ignorant of our language, but 
by our voices or words they know when we are angry or 
pleafed» when v^c call them to' us, or drive them fvoni 
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us ; and ouf domedic animals obey df^CQrdiogly» with as 
much promptiiefs and alacrity as a man or maid-fervant ; 
all which could not be, if .thpy wcxis^ not, ejidqwed \YÌth 
faculties Qonfomiable to oms. They nlfp tfi^}^ their 
young .ones to fìng artificially : In a litter of dogs, 
huntfmen cboofe the bed by this experinasent ^ they t^kf 
,aU thq whelps from the bitch, and carry, them t^ foxi^ 
placQ a little diilant; the» they obferve which flie ftrft 
carmes back again, and thofe always prove the beii.dogs. . 
:Wha& i^ this didinguifhing faculty in the bitch, but rea-, 
ifont or fomething like ill. 

We fee. apparently, that every living creature knows 
its own wcaknefs or flrength, and knows how to ufe 
mpft dcxteroufly- thofe weapons with which nature has 
furniftied it for ita own defence. They are alfo fenfible 
what places are moft convenient for them to dwell in^ 
aod which not«. Thus the weakeit creatures, as dogs 
^d cats, live altogether in. houfes and cities with men.; 
Whilft the lions, tygers, and fuch fierce animals,^well in 
the defart : Thus fparrows and fwallows make themfelves 
3hno(L domefUc with men ; whilft eagles, hawks, vul- 
tures» and othec birds of prey, build their nefts in woods ^ 
px rocks, remote from human fociety. Some birds change 
jtheir habitations at certain feafbns of the year, as beft. 
fuita with their convenience ; others always remain in the 
fame place. The fame is obferved ia fifhes ; and in all 
living creatures it is eafy to trace. the footfleps of pru-^ 
dence and forecail, in order to their own prefervation,. 
Let men call this what they pleafe>Juilin£l, or nature. Or 
ienfe, it is evident^ that there is an exad confof-mity. 
and refemblance between thefe faculties in brutes, and 
what we call reafop, wifdom, or prudence in men : And. 
we have no more ground to conclude them void of rea<% 
fon^ becaufe they do not enjoy it in that perfe^ion as 

«5 



2%6 Z.£TTn9 WRITTEN BY Vol. IV. 

onrfdves, than wc have to conclude ourfelvea blind or 
deaf, becaufe we fee not fo clearly, and hear not fo 
readily as the brutes ) and that Ave have no legs, becaufe 
wc run not fo fwift as fome of them do. 

Dottbtlefs the brutes are endowed with a faculty of 
reafon as well as we ; but this faculty in them is weak 
and imperfeé^, for want of difcipllne and «rt, which polifh 
all things. This is mani£eft from thofe creatures which 
are taught to dance and play a thoufand tricks, to tell 
money, to (hoot off guns, to fìnd out hidden things, and 
bring them fome miles to their mailer, as well educated 
fpaniels will do« What can be a greater argument of 
the proficiency they make in reafon and knowledge ? 
Are not elephants taught all the arts of war, and placed 
in the very front of the battle ? Do not the Indian 
princes repofe as much trull in their carriage and con- 
duA, as in the fervice of their ftouteft and wifeft com- 
mander» ? This creature is as tradable and prompt to 
learn any thing when young, as a boy at fchool, which 
cannot be done without the ufe of reafon. 

To conclude ; I have omitted five hundred argumeata, 
which might be brought to prove thts brute animala tOr. 
have fouls as well as we, to have faeculties andaffeéiiont 
oonformable to ours ) and theiefbre it is Uttle le£s in* 
juftioe to kill and eat them,, becauiie they .cannot fpeak 
and converfe with ua, than it vi^uld be for a cajnmbal to 
murder and devour thee oi me, becaufe we underftood 
not his language, nor he ours. 

God, who lockethupthe winds, duriog- the tim« the 
halcyon batcheth her young, thereby fhowing that this 
bird IS his fa^v^urite, will affuredly .grant us a perpetual 
tranquillity, if we abftain horn injufing oiur fcUaw^ani* 
mais. , 

Paris, aad of the lil Moon, of tRc Year lé^^». 
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IV. — To MusTAPHA, Berber Aga^ at the Seraglio. 

JL Hou haft formerly heard me fpeak of the Duke of 
Lorrain, and his fcveral loffes, which moft people thought 
would have ended with the excommunication pronounced 
againft him by the Roman mufti, whereof 1 gave thee 
intelligence : But experience teaches us, that misfortunes 
feldom fet upon any man fingly, but affault him in 
troops whom fate has marked out for ruin. Yet this 
prince owes his fuiferings chiefly to his own inconftancy^ 
whilft he has all along played faft and loofe with the kings 
of Fiance and Spain, taking up arms by fucceiEve turns 
for one, and at the fame time underhand praftifing with 
the other, always unfaithful to both, and only driving ori 
an independent intercft of his own. 

This is his true chara<^er ; to which we may add, an 
ungovernable difpofition, and an infatiablc thirft of mo- 
ney, which has prompted him, by all the methods of 
rapine and violence, to heap up an incredible treafure of 
gold and jewels ; fo that having procured the enmity of 
feveral monarchs, the jealoufy of his laft mafter the King 
of Spain, the ill will of his own brother (whom they call 
Duke Francia), and the curfes of all people wherever his 
army has been quartered, he is at length feized and im- 
prifoned by Archduke Leopold, in the caftle of Ant* 
werp 5 for which joyful news the inhabitants of the Spa*, 
nifli Netherlands every where made bonfires for joy. He 
was confined on the 25th of th^ laft moon ; and foon 
^fter his fecond wdfe was taken into cuftody, that by her 
means they may difcover his papers and money ; thrs 
latter being the chief thing they aim at, he being re- 
puted prodigioufly rich, and the Spanifh cofFas want a- 
fupply. They connived aj: hjs robberies, whilft there 
was any thing left for him to plunder, and that they faw 
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he hoarded up ; but now he has done his work, they 
punifii him for the «rimes which they themfelVes encou- 
raged» that fo they may become makers, of his wealth. 
It is faid he brooked his rellraint very well at firil; 
but a whUe ago, being denied the liberty of the caftle 
waHs, he grew raving mad, flung a candleflick (which 
was all the weapons they allowed him) at the governor's 
head» and broke the windows of his lodgings ; fo that 
they have been forced to confine him to a hole» without 
any light» fave a little that finds admittance through an 
iron grate at the top of the room. 

His brother Francis of Lorrain is to command the 
army in his ftead, who 'pretends great fidelity to the 
Houfe of Auftria, yet may in the iffue prove as wavering 
as his brother ; for the King of France has baits would 
tempt the virtue of an angel. Yet nothing (hall ever 
corrupt the integrity of Mahmut the muffulman» on 
whofe forehead fate has engraven this motto» Prepared to 
Cuffer. 

I blufh» ferene Aga, when I think I am fo barren of 
virtues» that I have nothing elfe to boaft of but my 
loyalty ; whilfk thoufands of illuflrious fouls» crowned 
with a circle of merits» daily afcend to paradife ; and 
thotigh they made but an obXcure figure on earth» even 
z^ contemptible aa. the exiled Arabian in his hutch at 
^aris» yet now take their feats among the hundred and 
twenty-four thoufand prophets» favourites of the Eternal. 

May eft thou increafc that happy number, but not till 
fhou haft had thy fill of blifs on earth y, and that all thy 
enjoyments here feem like the perfumes of ointments» 
which, though they pleafe for a tin;ie, yet at length cloy 
jthc fenfe. 

. I^vis» %%à ofthe za Moto, of <th« Y«ac 1654. 
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V.-i-7o Natham Beh Saodi, ^ew £i Fienna. 

±Jo not fufpc6^ me of partiality , or that I am fond of 
making profelytes, becaufe I take fuch pains .to rettore 
thee to reafon, and make thce'fenfible thou art a man. 
I have no defign or felf-intereft in doing thee this good 
office, and it is remote from my humour to bufy myfclf 
in gaining converts ; only the love of truth fets my pen 

, at v^brk in this manner, being ever of the mind, that a 
free difquifition, in matters either of religion or philo- 
fophy, is the only way to get quit of errors. Perhaps 
my cafe may be the fame as thine ; and, for ougjit thou 
knoweft, I feek not more to undeceive thee, than to fa- 
tisfy myfelf, by thus frankly venting my thought» ; fihce 
nothing is more commonly obfervcd, than that whilft a. 
man is teaching another, he improves himfelf. Our me- 
mories are frail and treacherous, and we think, many ex- 
cellent things, which, for want of making a deep im- 
preffion, we can never recover afterwards ; in vain we 
hunt for the ftraggling idea, and rummage all the foli- 
tudès and retirements of our foul, for a loft thought, 

' wluch has left no track or foot ft ep behind it ; the fwijt 

* offspring of the mind is gone ; it is dead as fpon as bons^ 

* nay, often proves abortive in the moment it was con- 
ceived.' The only way therefore to retain our thoughts^, 

' 18, to fatten them in words, and chain them in writipg. 
This 18 one caufe that I trouble thee with letters of this 
nature, that, whiltt I am inftrufting thee, I may cftablift 
my own reafon, and confirm myfelf in the method I have 
taken, to live according to my nature ; that is, by not 
fuffering my rational faculties to fall alle^p, whilft my 
paffions arc aéUve and vigorous* in working my rum ; 
£ar I reckon no greater ihame or misforttine can l^éfal'a 
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man, than to be deprived of his humanity, that is, his 
reafon. 

What I have fa id concerning the perfidioufnefs of our 
memories, may ferve as a proper introdu6lion to the ob- 
jeftions 1 fhall make againft your traditionary laws. 

If one afk you, Why thefe laws were not written as 
well as the other ? you anfwer, That God took care in 
this, left the Gentiles getting copies of them, (hould corrupt 
and pervert their fenfc, even as they have done the writ- 
ten laws. But how then came he to fuffer any to be 
written ? Had he not equal care of one part as of 
the other ? or, could the Gentiles do more harm, by al- 
tering and corrupting the lefs fubftantial traditions, than 
the very fundamental ftatutes ì for tliat thefe unwritten 
lawa contained only circumftantials, your do£lors thcm- 
felvcs confefs. What man of common fenfe then can fit 
down contented with fo trivial an anfwer ? Or will you 
fay, that God took more care to preferve thefe traditions 
incorrupt from the Gentiles, than to retain them in theft' 
purity among the Jews ? for that committing them to 
writing h^d been the fureft way to retain them in their 
original purity, is evident by the prefervation of the 
written law, of which there was fo gresit c^rc taken in 
tr^nfcribing it, that if but a letter of a point were ^dded» 
diminifhed, or mifplaced, they took it fo^ ^ fatal omea 
of fome calamity, and the faulty fcribes were feverely 
punifted, nay, the whole congregation were hound to 
expiate the offence by f^fting, pr^iyers, and alms ; fo that 
it was in a manner impofSble, that, with all this circum- 
fpeftion, the leafl corruptian or alteration (hc^uJd creep 
into the written law. 

I appeal now to thine own reafon, whether tljis was 
not a much fecurcr way of preferving the laws incornipty 
tlian by trufting them to the iickle mentiories of men.. 
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Befidesy I would fain know wlmt became of tkcfe tra^' 
ditlons during the various captivities of the Jews, aud 
depopulations of the Holy. Land ? Who took care to de-, 
liver thefe tradition* unaltered to poftcrity, when they 
were witViout prieU», prophete, or fynagoguea, when 
they were difperfed over the remote provinces of Media, 
Perfia, Egypt, and Babylon ? In . thofe days, your fa- 
ther» were flavcs to the Gentile ^kings of Aùa, ; there were 
then no fenior« fitting in the Sanhedrim, who might take 
care of thefe things ; neither do I find, that Efdra» th^ 
fcribe wa« any ways concerned for thefe traditions, when 
he, with his brethren the Jews, returned froxp their long 
captivity in Perfia and Babylon. AH his moil ilrenuous 
epdeavours were employed in recovering the lof^ books o£ 
the written law, without fo much tis regarding pr men*» 
tioning the other ; from whence I gather, that either 
the{e traditions were of no great importance, or^ if they- 
wcr^, yet they were wholly, or for the moft part, chaa* 
ged or loft many hundreds of years before the Talmud 
was firft compofed, which thou fayeft is the gr^nd re- 
pofitory of thefe facred iftftfuelions. And in faying £b, 
thou contradi£teft thy own arguments ; for if thefe tra« 
éitions were appointed to . be tranfmitted by word of 
mouth from -father to fon to all generations, as you fup- 
ppfe, then what need was there of writing them in the 
Talmud, or any other book ? And yet the writings. of 
your rabbis are full of them. Thus thou confoundeft 
thyifclf, and lunneft blindfold rouad in a circle of abfur- 
ditics. , . • 

Roufe up therefore thy reafon, and fuffcr not thyfelf 
to be hoodwinked by the fables of j'^our rabbis, thofe in» 
duiirioua midwives of old womsns talcs. Doubllefs thofe 
traditions, about which you make fuch a buHle, are nd 
ether than the whimfìes of your cababfts^ who ■ pret«nd 
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to fpf more inyftenes in the order of two or three He- 
brew letter^ or points» than ihCy ' arc able to unfold in 
whole volumes : They crack their brains in conjuring up 
far-fetched interpretations, from the particular faihioii 
and placing .of one fingle dafti of a pen ; they puzzle and 
amufc their difciples with teaching them more knotty 
and romantic divinity out of the four-and-twenty letters, 
than ever Pythagoras did with all his myftic numbers ; 
the alphabet to them is the oracle of theology ; they 
have turned the law into a perfedl riddle. 

Believe not, therefore, the/e religious mountebanks,, 
thofe holy jugglers,, who with their fandified Icgerde* 
maio would turn you into apes, that they may laugh in 
fecret at your folly 5 while they behold how precifely 
devout you are in cringing, jumping, dancing, howling, 
braying, and all your other antick poftures and a6Uons 
in the fynagogue ; in the pra^lice of which you have be* 
ftowed fo much care, and are fo exaél, that ^you quite 
Dfgledi the weighty points of the law. 

I. hope'^ what I have faid is fufficient to convince thee» 
that thofe traditions, which you are taught to believe 
were delivered to Mofes in the Mount of God, are no 
other than the impofitions of your blind guides, who art 
iludious of nothing more, than to entangle you in a per- 
petual labyrinth of fuperiUtion and error. 

It will not be a greater difficulty to demondrate, that 
the written law itfelf, though divine in its original,' is 
uot of univerfal obligation to all people, but only ^« 
culated for your particular nation, and fuch as were wil<» 
Kng to enter into your iaterefts, among the nations ad« 
jacent to the Holy Land. 

And bccaufe my time haflens me, I will only fuggeft 
one argument for all, and leave it to thy deliberation ; 
Whether it wa^ poi&bk for all mankind to^ repair once «t^ 
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year ta Jerufalem, to facrijice in Solomon's Temple, as 
is required in your law ? For that it w^s not lawful to 
facrifice any where elfc is evident, both from' the law it- 
felf, which exprefsly forbids it, and from the example of 
your fathers in their feveral captivities, and from 70ur 
own praélice at this day, who have made no facrifice 
lince the days of Titus Vcfpafian, the Roman emperor, 
who laid waftc your city, and burnt your temple to afhes^ 

And this may alfo ferve to convince thee, that the 
law of Mofes was not of perpetual obligation, even tb 
the Jews themfelves ; fincc it is evident from matters of 
fad, that, for thefe fixteen hundred years, you have not 
been in a capacity to keep it ; and, doubtlefs, God 
would never require any thing of men, which he forefaw 
they would not be able to perform. 

Ceafe then to think fo highly of thy nation, as if none 
but they were the ele6l of God, or capable of his fa- 
vours ; ceafe to infult over the reft of mankind, and to 
cnrfe thy brethren, the fons of one father, even Noah, 
the juft man and prophet of God. Behold the fun and 
moon, with all the conftellations in Heaven ; their in- 
fluences are equally difperfed to all of human race. Be- 
iold the elements ; they ferve all the fons of Adam a- 
like ;' they are not partial to mortals, neither does any 
fa6lion bias the winds and rain. Thefe happen aU at 
thdr a})poÌHtéd time and place ; and the four feafons of 
the year return with even courfes to the inhabitants of 
the'four quarters of the world. The plants know no 
difference between the circumciTed and the uncircumcifed, 
but yield their increàfe with equal indifferency to the one 
and the other ; and the brute animals equally àckno>;C* 
Bedge both' for their loràd : The birds of the air are as 
foort calight by' a 'Heathen', CHriftian, or Mahometan 
fawler, a»* by oàethkt is a Jew f and the fiih of tht &a. 
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wh^o they fwaUow tlie hocd^ or plunge themfelTes into 
tbe nfit) regard not the àiffinroice of re%ion in tho£s 
that catch thcnu Ai) thififft happen to every man ac- 
cording to their nature and the pleafure of deftiny ; only 
nan himfelf tranfgreffes the condition of his heing. Ba^ 
thofe that obey the Eternal Lawgiver» let them be of 
^phat nation or religion, foeieer, donbtlefs they live hap-« 
psiy» and die in peace. 

However» led men fisould on £op want of knowkdge» 
« ligist is ^pniag forth in t^e £aft» e^en the book of gha* 
ly» irhidb c<m&Kn\s thct written kw, and inf|ru6^ men 
91 ih^ truth. P.ottbtlefe» thia book waa brought down 
bws} {InTCn ; it, casriea i^ own evidieace, and a teftii 
«lony of its divine caiginal,^ in the majefty of the ftyle;^ 
there is a fpirit and energy jn etery woid» fublimating 
4ift: ipteHf <^' oi the devqut i[eader^ and purifying his af- 
feilìpns \ it it wari^ea in Arabic» in a diaké^ fa pure 
wd. f^h&x tha^ the moft accurate crìtica can lind no 
blenujh fr««n lUe bfgtwaing ta the^ end; one part cohere» 
iK^Uy wkii the «tier ; it is void of contradiélion : All 
the chaptc?» in. thig^ glorious volume are of a piece ) 
which e&celbmcies could not have thus met togethec 
without a niiiacle, in a book divulged by a man who 
coidd neither >yrite nor read» 

The (ucc^fs it has had in the world fpeaka it of ce* 
kftialde&ent» The grcé^tcft part of Afia and Afiric, 
iwth many kingdoms in Europe, have obeyed the Alcò- 
ran for above thefe thoufand years. Could fuch a thing 
CO:(Q^ to paft, without the decree of Heaven ? When the 
prophet and favourite of God firft received his divine 
cQimmiBion, he was like a pelican in the wildernefs» fo* 
Htary» and without companion ; neverthelefs, he was not 
difcouraged, but obeyed the orders of Heaven : He faw 
himfelf in the midfb of rocks and fands» encompaifed on 
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all fidf s with terrible: beafts ; y^t he dejlìpalre4 n^^ of at, 
fifbaace from above» birt cct^fiwrUdl hipufetf ivk tte pi^*^ 
xaife of th^ i^Uraal ; H« £^il fvc^^d tQ ^be ià^« U^. 
Qua and ty^£r«, who, as. if liey l^ad h^?M?d ^mQth^f QiK 
phevs» grew tame and fociabk at hb pqiacerfid Tj^^prd» ;. 
tbofe fkrce ij^babitants of the vìqqò» camie a^.pi^ftral^d^ 
thcBftfekea h€for« the Sent of Qqd ; tiiicy licked; bi« fe^#. 
in token of fubmiiiion ; they environed tjbe place of \m 
repofc» aft )m guards» and br«^ii«^t bjiQ fpod ii^Q^io|^ 
and evening. The prophet woiric^-ed tha,t f^^g^^^ gr%fi^ 
1114a given to the begj^s of tbf^ «aiBtb.i Jv f r?iife<it tb* Cte- 
^or of all thing8<^ and hU nioft^th wi^ ^ of b^f)ed»^ioii» ;, 
he bUf&d the day^and the^ liHght, a^ t^ obfci^riiliy tl^^ 
contea between them ; he b^eiled the diewai thftt bi\ 9$^ 
t;be rifnig of thq odaii£eiroH9^ ftar, ^ th« l^«€<hw^ 
-w^nd* thai ftir the leave» of th^ trcies a( midwght i a«t4» 
in thf mornings bf prayed that s^ snen might h^t^^^fji^ 
true belfcvefa^ Pqubtlefsjt God. bad granted W» p«ti-i 
tiQP» hi9bd QQt; the angeji, who ^^rned up his p^aye^s tq^ 
Heaven, n^e-t ^vith the devili a little on this fide the- orb; 
of the moon, who ftiok fr9H\ him fpn^e of Nlahon^t'^ 
wondsy that £0 the prayer afci^nded ino^perfe^ to the 
throne of the ^ej;<;ifu)« NqvertheleJEs, a gr^t part, of 
nienbecavae belie'vers» a&d more frail b« ad4«4. to ^bi&. 
number. 

la a little time, the folit^ry prophet faw himfelf at th^ 
head of a numerous army, all volunteers, who rqforleA. 
to him in the wildernefs» as they were infpired fron\ a- 
bove. The mighty men of Arabia oppofed the facred 
hefQi th^yUd th« flew^r Qf the Eaft ^aiitft hii?^; bft*. 
they accelerated their own fate, and incenfed their angry 
ftars. The elements took up arms againft them, and the 
Ujeteors fought in defence of the meffenger of God, 
Lightning and bail, with ftoncs of fire. Wafted the trqopa 
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et the infidels ; and temble ilorms of wind buried whole 
irmies in the fandtf. Thufr the hoft of the mufliilmans 
beeaBMi Tiétoriousy wkhout drawing a^fword, and the 
empires of the wicked fell to the poiTeflloii oi true be- 
lievers. Pei'fiay Babylon and Egypt were fnbdued» and 
embraced the undefiled truth ; the Alcoran was received 
from India to the Mauritanian (hore. From the rifing 
•f the fun to the going down thereof, this holy profcf- 
fion 18 made with one confent, ♦* There is but one God, 
and Mahomet his prophet.'' 

Nowy Nathan, coniider whether ever the law of Mofes 
Ilad fuch footing in the world, or the ^children of Ifrael 
eonld boaft of fuch univerfal conquefls : Your little king- 
dom has had its period long ago ; and both that, atid all the 
empires of Afia and Afric, are fwallowed up in the all-con- 
quering monarchy of the Ofmans. Your tabernacle, 
temple, city, and iacrifices, are qnite extinél ; your na- 
tion is fcattered over the whole world> without lands or 
poifefiions that they can call their own ; neither is there 
prince, pricft, or prophet, to whom you xan have re- 
courfe for delivery from your misfortunes. 

Come out therefore from the fynagogoc, which Kcs 
under the fcourge of Heaven ; fhake off the malediction,* 
knd, being purified, join thyfelf to the true believers, who 
arc blcfled in this world, and fliall be happy in paradife j 
or at leafl ftand by thyfelf, and fc^ow thy awn light. 
Adieu. 

Paris, 22d of the 3d Moon, of the^Year 1^54. 



VI, — To Diche u Hussein, BaJ/ii. 

JL HE policies of Cardinal Mazarfni arc no fecrets at the 
^pei*ial city. Now he is abotit to play his mafterpiece : 
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He has alLalo^g maintained pesfionerB in the fervice* «f 
the French ' grandees ; no man of prime quality could 
be fuiie he entertained not at hi« t^Ue fome^ crcat^m-eof 
this miniftervdifguifes of ali ibrts» both for body and 
mind, were nev<f r wanting to men dexterous totreachery, 
and oifirious to do mifcbief, . 

But now he i» fitting fpies of another charaéler on 
tha princes of the blood, and the chief nobility oi France 2 
Women are to become his private agents ; females of ixA 
own bloody true Italians» and brought up under his pati- 
ticulaf care \attd management ; in a word» his (ifters 
^d nieces, . * . 

Five of ;them are newly con>e to this city, having been 
candu£ked hither by the cardinal's fe« retary, accompa^ 
nied with a confiderable retinue of courtiers, who went 
to meet them fome leag^ues irom Paris. It is faid that 
one of thofe ladies is- a great beauty, and that the young 
I^ing, having feen her pii^ure, fell in love with her. 
. This is certain, the Prince o.. Conti has married one. 
•rtheoi) ii^itb whom the. cardinal has given his palace» 
and two hundred thoufand crowns in dowry. 

They talk as if another of them was to be married to 
the Duke of Caudale, and a third to the fon of General 
Qarcourt. And, as if Mazarini were emulous of Jo» 
feph'«-charader and authority in Pharaoh's court, he 
has {ent fof ius father alfo, with all his family, to come 
and refide in France. He is rcfolved to dock this king*» 
dom with Sicilian blood, a race of Mazarins, who by 
inftinó^, as well as by rules, fhall carry on the defign he 
ha&^^x::^Hl.eitbff. x»ik this tQtierJAg ftate to the he%ht 
of his model, or abfolutely ruin it ; for that adive fpirit 
cannot take up with mediums. 

. . It is faid that the Duke of Orleans reients very ill the 
cai;dinal'« ambition» in marrying his niccct into the blood 
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royal. That prince will not he prevailed on to come 
near the court, but rather favours the Prince of CoBdc, 
And the cither malcon^cnfts ; whence fome people are apt 
to prefage another turn of affairs before long, for the ge- 
ticrality of the French «re inclined to the prince's party. 

There is great cabalUng all over the kingdom, and the 
cardinal ftrives to puih his intereft forward by all the me- 
thods of a tunning ftatefman. He knows the Prince of 
Gonde's fpirit too well to- dream of a reconciliation, and 
be has a double intereft in the ruin of that «infortunate 
general ; his own prefervation, and the aggrandizing hi» 
niece, the Princefs of Conti, who, by the fiU of her 
brother-in-law, will be miilrefa of his eftate. 

He is endeavouring alfo to m^e an alltance with the 
Cardinal de Retz, his profeffed enemy, and one raiftd 
by .the pope to that dimity, on purpofe to counterba- 
fence Mazarinl*s power at this court, where he is fufped- 
ed to animate the king againft the court of Rome. 

That Cardinal de Retz is nowa prifoner of ftate, and 
'has been fo a long time, being firft confined hy Maza- 
rini's orders ; but the wife minifter now thinks it fafcr 
to compound with a man, whom he cannot longer perfe- 
cUte without drawing on himfclf the revenge of all the 
ccclefiaftlcs, and efpecielly the thunder of the Roman 
Cpurt, 

Therefore, to reconcile matters,* and foftify himfelf, 
he has propofed a match between his nephew and Dc 
' Retz*8 niece. The Coirft is wholly taken up with mak- 
ing friendfliips of this nature, which is an evident iign 
th*y feel their power «t an ebb, and fair it will be much 
lower, if the Prince of XDonde fhould once tzke the 
field in Prance. 

It is nothing to the muffuhnan intereft which fide gets 
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the advantage, for tfiey are all equally enemies to tke 
Sent of God. 

If I cifti by any fuccef«ful >artifice promote the ^vi- 
lidns of %Kl<fe Mìdà», I (hall not differve the (hiriin^ 
Porte* However, I will ftill pray that thofe fwords 
may be turned againft each otlier, which Kmted Woald 
hazard the ftate of the true faithful. 

Illilftrioue fnead, let thy prefenee in the drvui.be as % 
ftroag baftion, under the covert of which Mahmut may 
be fkdtered from the artillery of evil tiMignA atid fyco- 
phants. 

Paris, 14th of the 4th Meon, of the Year 1634» 



VII.— To Dgne't Oglou^ 

Thou art not ignorant, that when I &ck iieard of the 
cruel fentence executed on 'our late friend Egri Boinou 
(on whom be the mercies of the Creator), I wrote 
to his fuccefibr Ifmael Mouta Faraca a letter of condol- 
ence, wherein, to keep a medium between the ten- 
demefs I owed to the lofs which my friend had fuflained 
of his eyes, and the diftruft I had of a ftrangcr, I filled 
up my letter to Ifmael with confolatory expreifions, fuch 
as I would have ufed to Egri himfelf, had I been in his 
company j believing that Ifmael would read my letter to 
his blind predeceflbr. 

I played the Stoic, and eircouraged the doftrine of 
«apathy, or at leaft I abounded in philofophical counfds, 
almoft as impra^Ubable as the other : N<^thiag but fevere 
morality dropped from my pen ; and all this to cover my 
i'eal concern and paffion for Egri's fiifferings, who, thou 
knoweft, was beloved by more than thee and itìt» 1 
i^oldthecin a fofkner letter, that I did not dare to ttv^ 
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my fentimentsy though difguifcdy to a man» who on the 
fcore of his new pccfermenty might become more quick- 
fighted than before» and wo\dd foon penetrate the thin 
veil of words, and fpy fomething in that difps^tch to my 
difadyantj^e» (hould I have ventured to defcant on the 
fultan's feverity, or Egri*s merits; , 

Therefore I thought it bed to pretend an indifFerency, 
to which I am as much a (Iranger as any man in cafes 
that too nearly touch our f^nfe. It is eafy to give coun- 
fel to another^ which in th^ fame ciiciuQftances we are 
far from pradifmg ourfclves : Then we can be. full of 
wifdom and grave morals» but w^hen it once comes home» 
all our philofophy vanifhes \ there remains nothing to be 
feen» but a mere feniitive animal» without virtue or pa- 
tience. 

My own expeiience, but two days ago» forces this 
confeilion froni me» when» by an imlucky blqw^ I loft 
the fight of both my eyes for the fpace pf eight-aod-forty 
hours. It is true I fhould not have ufed them much 
during a third part of that time, had they not been, hurt \ 
unlefs thou wilt fay they are ferviceable in our dreams» 
and help our fouls to fpy the dark chimeras of the night« 
However» I remember it was no fmall grief» even in that 
abfence of the fun, to be only fenfible of the privation by my 
cars ; for, whilft the windows of my foul were (hut, it was 
in vain for thofe of my chamber to be open ; which» before 
this misfortune, would, by letting in the light of the 
' fkioon or flars» have convinced me that it was n^h^ 
without being beholden to the clocks and bells of the 
convents for my intelligence» aa I wa» under this afflic- 
tion. 

Then it was that in my he^rt I uniaid all that I had 
written to the eunuch on the fubjeék of blindnefs» and 
cwrfed the pliilofopher for a fod or a ladman who put 
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otSt his own eye© for th€ fake of his thoughts. I entiVd . 
thofe more happy fo(^9, who are without thoughts, hut 
ettjoy their fight» which helps to form snd reguhite the 
conceits of the moft wife arid thinking men. 

Nay, fuch w» my paffion and mehmchaiy, dvring 
thi» fliort eclipfc of my eye», that I preferred to mine 
even the life of thofe dumb animals, whom men have 
learned to caH irrational, becaufe they cxprefs their fen- 
tment« by inarticulate founds, a dialcél which we do not 
utidarftaad ; and I could hare almofl wifhed mytelf me- 
tamorphofedy though it were into a dog, provided I 
might have but that fcnie, the want of which renders onr 
htiinamty imperfeft, and a burden to itfclf ; or, if thou 
wik blame me for fuch a w%, I cannot foibear think* 
ing that dog happier than his mafter, whom I have feen 
leftding a Mind man in a ftring ^àang the ilreets of Paris: 
How prudently Sé thai fitnthM creature aft the guide, 
ifk eroffing the way, if any danger threatened his charge, 
as a cart, coach, or throng of people ; and afl this con. 
du6t was owing to his eyes, which sKtde hini wifer than 
Irs mafter, who, hsd he enjoyed this feiife, might not, 
for aught I know, have fuipaffed his kind brute in the 
etercife of reafon. 

Ami now I,am fallen on this fubjeft of the wifdom of . 
brmes, I muft not forget a ftory which I have read in 
Plutarch, as alfo in a certain French author, of a dog 
in the court of the Roman emperor Vefpafian, which 
wbiild aft to the life afl the agonies and fymptoms of 
death, at t}ie command of a mountebank, who had taught 
him many fuch comital tridc» to divert the grandees of 
Rome. 

The feme Frenchman mentions certain oxen, which rt 
Ibems htd learned arithmetic ; for licing employed in 
ttmnng thewfaed^jf a weff an htmdred times every dayr 
FoL IF. L 
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when they had finiihed that taik, would not fiir % {Uj^ 
more, but having revolved that number in their xnind^ 
deiifted of thiir own accord, nor could any violence 
compel them to farther labour. Who will deny now 
that thefe oxen were mathematicians ì or that the (hip 
dog had any .need to ftudy EucHd's ElementSi who, hav« 
I'ng a great defire to taite of fome oil that he faw in a 
deep earthen veffely and not being able to put his head - 
in far enough, by reafon of the long Urait neck of the 
pot, after fome ftudy, ran to the hold of the ihip, which 
was ballailed with gravd-ftones ; from thence he brought 
in his mouth, at feveral timet, as many <^ thofe Iktk 
Hones, as, half filling the pot, forced the oil up to the 
mouth, fo that he could hip his bellyful ^ Of this Phb- 
tarch lays' he was an eye-witnefs* Was not this, think* 
eft thou, an Archimedes among the dogs ? Axt not the 
goats of Candy abfc^ute phyiicians, when, being woujid- 
ed, they never ceafe ranging the plants of that fertile 
iAand, till they have found the herb dittany, with which 
they reftore themfelves to health ? 

Should the French read thefe lines, and thofe others 
I lave written on this fubjeél to Cara Hall, and the 
great Mahummed of the defart, they woidd cenfure me 
as an heretic, a fool, or a madman ; or at Icaft they would 
conclude, I am too importunate an advocate lor the 
bealls : They would call jne brute myfelf, and fix my 
pedigree among fome of the dumb geoesations. 

But thou who haft been educated in the fierener piin- 
ciples of the Eaft, and haft had the honour to pour wap 
ter on the hands of the abftemious Eremit, wilt have 
another opinioo of what I fay in defence of our kindied 
animals. . 

He that has given wifdom and language to the pit 
mires» and inftnifted (hem Xst couTofe together by asute 
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%n«9 fo tb'at when thè fignal was given, the alarm was 
taken throughout tht^ir huoible territories) and they all 
f^ed away with their bag and baggage, when the army 
of Solomon approokchedi infpire us with grace to un4er- 
ftahd the language of the beads, or at ieaft not to thitil: 
oarfelres wifer than them who underhand ours. 

Paris, 14th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1654, 



VIII ToAfis, Baja. 

X HIS court is wholly taken up at prefent wkU the pre- 
parations that are making to crown the young king* 
The place defigned for that ceremony is a dty called 
Rheims. It is faid the Duke of Orleans will not be 
there, though the king has fummooed all the princes and 
BolNiity to attend at his inangoration, according to the 
ancient cuHom : But that prince ilomachs the great fway 
Cardinal Mazarini bears at court \ beiides, his daughter» 
who has no fmall power over him, is alFeéied to tht* par- 
ty of malcontents ; It is through her perfuaiion the Duke 
her father abfents himfelf from the king his nephew % 
yet there «re thofe that fay his mind wiU diaage before 
the time appointed for the coronation, and that ke will 
father difFemble his grudge, that fo he may more advan* 
tageoufly ruin the cardinid, who keeps the king lulled 
in a circle of pleafiires agreeable to his youth, that fo he 
maf not have time or inclination txi pry into his manage- 
ment of affairs. 

The court ^ at pre&irt at Fountainbleao, a houfe of 
pleafure belonging to the king : They pais their time 
away in delights, drowned in fecurity ; whilft the wake» 
£iil princes of the blood are plotting new metbodis to 
roufe them fr9SL (heir lethargy» and teach the young 

I* 2 
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monarchy tLat the found of the trumpet and beat of t!*é 
drum, V ill in a fhort time be a more nèceffaiy mnfic tbàtt 
tbe foft airs of the lute, and fiich chamber-melbdy. 

In the mean time, the Prince of Condc bfeitig con- 
demned, the princefg hi8 wife, ha» petitionfd ihepariia- 
mcnt, that her dowry may be fecured to her ; Imt tbef 
have referred the matter to the king. Her huiband feems 
to be loft in all refpcAs, fave thofe of the people's affec- 
tion?, who favour any that are ciicmJes to Cardinal Ma- 
zarini. * " 

Monficur Brouffel, one of the counfeHors of parliament, 
whofe imprifonmcnt I formerly mentioned to be the caufe 
of the firft fedltion at Paris, is newly dead ; yet the 
caufe, whereof he was a patriot, dies not with him> bat 
rather takes frefh vigour from daily grounds • o£ difcoii- 
tent. 

It was more particularly revived trpon the death of the 
late Archbifhop of Paris, the clergy choofingfbr his fuc* 
celTor the Cardinal de Rets;, a prifoner of ftate, and un- 
der the feverc difpleafure of the king. This eleAion was 
countermanded by a declaration front the council royal ; 
neverthelefs the ecclefiaftics peffift in their firft clioiee, 
whflft Cardinal Mazarini threatens them with the plimfh- 
ments due to thofe who contemn the king*s authority ; 
but they flight his menaces, trufting to the arm» of the 
Prince of Conde, which they hope will deliver them in 
time from the oppreffions of that great miniftéf. 

The men of ability ca'bal, whilft the vul*gar are eafily 
drawn into parties, as their afTe^ions bias thefn. Here 
is nothing but murmuring and whifpering againft the go- 
vernment ; every man endeavours to purchafe àrms, and 
lay them up privately, as againft fome ]pUbSe nivattoii ^ 
nay, the citizens walk not abroad without daggers hid 
under their garments^ as it they eiihei* intended à toiaf- 
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fijiae, or were afc^ùd of one. All thiogs feexn to por- 
tend fome fudden eruption of popular fury^ and the wif- 
eft know not what wiU be the ifiue of fo many threaten- 
j»g oc^ji^r^nccs* 

Qnly MahEn^ttty furroiuwkd with infidels^ is reiigned 
to deilMiy, knowing that no human counfel can hafieu 
Of r<stard thc; decree» figned above. 

Paris, I7th'«f the 5th Moon, of ihe Yeari654. 



lX:«-*7i MuRAT, Baffàé 

\t feems thfi de^Hs hare been lately let loofe in thcfe 
wdftem jpart»» if we may ghe credit to the depofition of 
fkidi. as Bave aecufcd certain fi^poied witches* 

In Bretagne, a province of this kingdom, above foity 
old women hate been feized and imprifpned» for holding 
cotFtfponéencewithiiifenial powers, and above half of 
therh oondenSitoed to death ; God knows with what juf- 
tice*! Ì ^*.'- ' 

. {SemfeoCthemare aiccofedof enchanting the perfons 
of tikdrile^hboors; others for bewitching their cattle; 
amd a. third fori for diflblving the mifchieyous charms of 
the firft and fecond ; all of theni for afTembling in the 
"night»-timc> and'ufing certain diabolical ceremonies, which, 
they fe^s begi*i and end in kiffing the pofteribrs of a 
goat, or the devil in that form. 

. I kaow not 1k)w far thefe poor fuperannuated figures 
of «mortality n>ay be wronged : It is a queftion whether 
*hcii- judges are alwaya in the right ; a (hrivellcd meagre 
' face, a hollqiw eye, joined with irrecoverable poverty, are 
many times the chief grounds, of fufpicion, which, improv- 
ed by fupcrftitioK, miftakes, and nialicc, have often pre- 
vailed op,. thofc: who .p.iight to adipiniftérjuftice,.ta con- 
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«kmir poor wretches» more jncooeat than^themfelves) /as 
gailty of witdicraft« 

Yet it cannot be denied but tkat there have been both 
men and il^omen verfed inmagkal arts, » they are com- 
tnonty cfaQed, which I take tabe otily the more mjfte- 
•Hùtk fcYence of iiature. Sixh was Zoreafter, tbe g^reat- 
graitdchiid of Noah, and king of that part of Afia, 
which was then c^led Ba6hiaf fisch was ApoUittsus 
Tyanaeus, Philiftides, Syracnfootis, with many others of 
ancfent date. Thcfe underilood the hidden force of the 
elements, th^ influence of the'flarBy thefpeoific operadoa 
of metals, mifierals, and other fubtoranean bo&s^ with 
the virtues of all v^tabies $ they icaew exa&ly hmr to 
liame aftral images and talifmans, by the help of whieb they 
were able to effeéi wonders 4 and all this perhaps without 
once dreamiag of infernal fpirits» or hairing the leaft: fo- 
ciety with devils. 

Yet I believe Lucian» an andient writer, who never 
fjpoke ferioudy of any thing, fcaree believed hinifeif when 
he related the ftory of Pancrates, a famixus magidiao' of 
Egypt, who by thele talifmans was able to transfenaij'n- 
animate things into the appearance at l^aft of living drea- 
tures : Thus he would turn a dick or piece of wDod into 
a fecming man^ who fhould walk, difcourfe, and pciform 
all the a^iions of a rational being. .s -; 

A certain ftranger travelling with him once to Mem- 
phis, and lying with him in the fame caraVan£ieta> as foon 
as they were alighted from their camels^ Pancrates took 
a plank of oak» and having touched it with his talifinan, 
and pronounced two or three fyllabiee, incantiaently ithe 
ftòck moved, ftood upright^ walked, and, taking ike* ca- 
mels by the brkBe, led them to the ilables ; after which 
this wooden man came in and prepared their pilaw^ went 
on whatfoever errands Pancratcs fent him, and when they 
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d<^vt«d, the magiciafD) nfing a certain private ceremony» 
this officious fervant returned to a plank again. TUs 
"was his prance all along the road. 

One day hi» feUow-traYdtter' being reft^ed to try the 
experiment} took the advantage of the magkian's ab- 

• fence, who i»»a« gone to the temple, and had left hi$ la- 
lifinan bdiind him» The curious traveler, having been 
often an eye-witnefs of thi» tricky take» a piece of wood, 
and touches it with Fancrates-s talifman, repeating the 
fyBabks he had heard him utter. Immediately the ina- 
nimale timber became a man, aHcing his pleafuie. The 
traveller, aftonifhed at the event, commanded his new fer- 
vant to bring him a backet of vrater. The enchanted 

' fpstfk 6bej9. The traveller told him it was enough, and 
' bid him return to a piece oÌ wood again j but, inftead of 
that, ! he continued drawing of water, and l^inging it in 
till the houfe was full. The traveller, fearing the anger 
' of Fancrates, thought to ^ilblve the enchantment, by 
cleaving the wooden animal in two : But this augmented 
hia trouble ; for each piece, taking a bucket, fell to draw- 
ing- of water,' £o that of one fervwit he had made two. 
This continued till the magician came to his refcue, who, 

* havmg ftemly rebuked the traveller's raihnefs, at a word 
turned the two bufy drudges to their primitive loggifh- 
nefs-and inadlivity again. 

. I do not tell this flory, as if I would have thee believe 
it, or that I give credit to it myfelf : Let us imitate the 
author of it, who laughs at all that deh'ght in fuch fa- 
bles» But the Chriftians, who believe a piece of bread 
is transformed to fleih and blood, and becomes an immor- 
tal God at the pronouncing of fouv words by the prieilr, 
may be excufed, if they put confidence in the figments^ 
of poets and orators. 

I have in my cuilody the J<«nrnal pf Carcoa, who for- 

1-4 
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ncrly rcfide^ at Vifiwut # F^F^te ag«Bt £ot th^^ev€r hap- 
pjr Porte* Some of his leUers ijpeak of the fupeiftiHfa 
iaad cr«didity of the Oermans 'm this icind : Yet m a kt- I 

ter to tlieviiifts» he acknowledges himfelf overcome by 
the Ba^itftien;d)le teftitBboales of fiich as had bee» eye- 
witeefie# of the iile and death of one Fai^s» a Gemian 
magkiittii who played a tfaottfaad infernal pranks (as he 
catti thefli) even before the emperor hunfelf. 

He teli» aHb of another inai^iciaa, ealled Zyto, who 
ìheà in the days of the eaiperorCharies lY. ; and vifhtti 
the emperor^s fon» to whom Zyto belonged; uras to mar- 
ty the Dnhe of Bavana's daughter, thie duke, fo oS&g^ 
his ioa4t)-]fli^, who was tttuch take» w^h ttiagfcal tiicksj 
ai w€»a aU the Germana, ieot for a grtat may fiuooiis 
foreerers to the wedding, Aioong the reft» wh3e 006 
was performii^ arare exploit, on a fiidden Zyto, the 
prince's coitjurory eatnc np to himi wkh a inooth leeai- 
ifig as wide as that of ad old crocodSe^ and fvàllow^ ium 
i^ at a morfei. When he had thus done, he retsres and 
voids Ima ^gain^ in- a bath, and brings hmr thtes drenched | 

tato the company, ehaUengiog aay of thè other magi- | 

ciaps'io do à feat like that ; but they were alffent. i 

I hear of no ftteh tricks doud by ihdfe^fVench witches 
wJh> cau£r fo muéh- difcowrfe at prcfent; The woril they 
are accufed of^j - is^ bewitching their ncighbotif s hfogè to 
inadnefs, which thou- knoweft way be "only a natural ma-' 
Jady. .,.>.-.: ... : 

J pray. Heairen- defend lis frotti the enchantments of a 
deluded fancy, lliat doihclHc thcuhUs of every mortal, aiid ' , 
we n^^^fear neither witch "iior wizard. 

"Tarii, «otii of tlic 5th Moon, of the Year 1654. 
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JThe faine of Ch^ftiua, (^^aof &vfìd|»i«vrklA.iW>!Ì<li^ 
reached thy cars ; I have made mcnUQn.pf ^r>^ {gffUtX 
of my lettere. Th?t ipyal .virgui.ia na^ ^^mì^ <'u»* 
render her crown $o h^ coii^n» whpm tl^ef Cidi «Gbllfto 
Prince P^latioe, . ThÌ3 is a voliAatAry re%|}aticm i ^ 
her motive is feklto be a ilroi|§ imdHoatioii Iq folitlld^ 
and, a priv^w life» b,ciag efteemed the oioft aocompH(K« 
ed ^nd learned prijqicefs of this age. Su^ thoCie, wko jp9^ 
tend to know more than others» fa]^ tha.t t^« true 
groi^id of her abaodoniag th« kbgdooiy is a refolutioa 
(he ha3 taken to qhaoge her rdiig^n» a^d «mbnwc the 
faith q£ the Romi^ muftì» which isfoiiudden by thi^.>lawf 
9f Sweden. 

Thofi wilt Ihule at the proposals which this queea £ea|. 
to her de0g£ued fa<;ceiror» and his anfwer to tbcia. 

**s In iht^rfi place> She will keep the greateft part o{ 
the kli^TijQiQ^ ^nd revenues in her own hstnds*. 

*^ Se^9p4b^ She will be ao fubj^* but ahogetber ixh 
depei^d^ot and &ee. ^ . 

" Thir^^ $he wiU be a^ liberar to travel into ibusjgn 
countries» .or. into aoy jport of that dominioa, 

. M Lqfiljli 9he will not b|ive the offices of tnifty or any 
other ipcfts tbat.A^ ihall bi^ve difpofjcd^of to h«r favour* 
itesj revoked by bqr {ucceffqr." , 

To thcfe articles Prince Charles anfwered» 

V ^kfi% That he will not be a more titular king, wità- 
out dominions» nor wiUioU^ fucb areveaue as is neoeiia- 
jy to defray the roya^ezpeoccs both in peace and war. 

** S<condiy9 That he will fuffer no competitor» equal» 
or fovereign in his kingdom. 

" Tbirdfyf That he will not ^run the hazard of her in- 
trigues in foreign coiuts. 
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<< Z^» Itiat if he be king, he will difpofe of ptc- 
ferments ks he thinks fit ; and, in fine, that he will not 
bè the flnklow of a k«ng, without the fubftantisd prei^ 
gatives of fovercignty." 

It fs added, that when the qtHten 'heard hie reply, ihe 
faM aloud, ** I propofed thefe articles ofily to try his 
fpirit t Now I efteem him worthy to réign> who ìo wtll 
nnderftands the incommunicable rights of a monarch.^' 

This intelligence comes by a fecrctary to the -Spani(h 
ambatflador, who is newly come out of Sweden to nego- 
tiate àt this court a ten years truce between France and 
Spain. 

Here is Kkewife an ambaffador from Portngjd, ^o 

acquaints the court, that the Portuguefe hare expelled 

the Hollanders out of the places they held in the Eaft 

"Indici : But if our merchants bring true intelligence, the 

• Tartars wit! exterminate all the Franks thait are in China. 

In the mean tinte, the young 'King of France' pafles 
away his hours in dancing, feeing of plays, and other re- 
creations, provided with Taft expèncò by Cardinal Ma- 
xarini, to divert him from meddling with public a£^irt, 
and from thinking too ferioufly on the fentence he has 
prof|ounced in parliament agamft the Prince of Gonde. 

One knows not weH liow to blame thcPririee of Con- 
è^s proceedings, nor yet to accufe the king .of mjtrftiee; 
jieither is it proper for a miaffulmah Rate to dètride the 
controverfy. Our principles and là%v8 are different fifem 
tiieirsi and he that is efteemed a patriot Twre iii thè Weft, 
would be condemned for a rebel, without hefìtation,- h 
any part of thè Eaft, where bat oiie God in heaven, 
anclone foyetcign on earth, is acknowledged by^théthb- 
Jcfts of every kingdom and empire*. " " '• - 

But in France the princes <>f the royal Éhòà We' in- 
veiled with fuch a power, us re«denr' it 'dUKiiffiFfor tliBofe 
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Qod^r iheir command to 4ìfii'<»gU4Ìli: ,t1i£iii; fiym j^upxeme 
inoti»rch$ ; yet not «ne of tbeni^poffieflii, * g9v^i:wi5L^t 
«qual to that of the BaiTa of Egypt» .pr fm»$fi/or|tp hif.jOf 
Aleppo. . . , , , 

I have fpoken of tfaefe pftnces formerty in ffmi^ cf my 
htUfts to the. happy minifters of himi who»j wbo^ iie 
pleafes» can make the greateii jfoyereigns: t)ie; fqu^es pf 
his {lHTUp> • . .' .^ 

And therefcu'c it will be needlefs to fay* any more on 

that fuhjeA, but only to acquaint thee, that, the Freii^ch 

^«ourty tboi^h they cannot relent of the rigour they^h^ve 

ufed towards the Prince of Conde, yet feem willing Ao 

cpmi^ound tiie bufinefa with his fon, the, young, I>iike of 

. Xiiguieny and by a fubtle artifice to Q^rike two ilrokcs for 
the ftate at once*. A great duke of thÌ9 realm has b^en 
lately difpatcbéd to the Duke of Orleans,, to propofe a 
match betweer^ his danghter and Conde's heir ; whereby 
^he eftate. of the Prince of Con4e >vill fjall to the Duke 

- of Orleans's ppffcffion, during the minprity of the young 

. couple» This ia. a wheedle to recpncik the king's uncle 
to^the court, who has been along time eftranged; J)ut 
it h thought his difpleafure is of .too deep a dye to be 
waihed oSmlth caurt holy water*; 
-, I' have w> more, news to tellthee* fare the death oJF a 

. eortain prince,. whom; they call th^ Duke of Elbeuf ; ^nd 

. 'tt is of no impovt to the divan» whether an hundred of 
thtlk infhlel princes die every day or: no, fo long as the 

f Orand Signipr liyes» and is cyer fnppUed with faithflal. 
miaafterB. . . « . f 

For his healUi I pray . before jtìje* fun. peeps over Jthe 

' tops ^f the Ea(lcm mauxitains, and aftj^r he hides hinifelf 
in the «valleys of the Weil ; neither do I rife from ^ my 

. kaees at the 6«c ^ppinted hours» v^ithout an opfeo for 
. - Chotifi^^n^ and t^e pther .baflf a qf the Pp^tC; • . 
Paris, lOth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1654. 
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XL— iTi 8AtÈ l*iRCHE!ri Emin, SuperìtUendant of the 
' Royai Arfenai at ConftarUtnopk* 

1 Hou that bail the charge of the ammunttloii defigx^ 
for thj^.cQuqueft pf the wodd, art iitt«ft to receive tiie 
new» of^ tet|rlfa|k Uow lately jpùirea to a city of the kfi» 
dels in Fl^^ldcr«. 

. Thi^ place is called GiavelioeSy whereof I h«?e. malic 
^mention in fome of my former letters. On Ike a^h of 
the lad moon» the powder of the magazine there took 
iire» whetht:r by accident or defign is sot . cectainty 
J;nown f but the damage it has done is very great* JU is 
jreported, .t,hat a third part of the city is bk^wa up, luad 
(the. chief fortiikatioas. about it, with the outworks of t^e 
citadd; three thoufand mortals had their breath exhauft- 
.ed by t)ie violent conviilfion of the air> and were fem in- 
io another world, well Icafoned with fakpetfé \ bc£dea a 
yafi. nudtituxle of all fotu'that were buried m the fulna of 
the houfe^ , 

Some b^jy a certain perfon coming to buy fonie pow- 
der of the ft^ward of the magatine» as tfaey were knock- 
ing o>it the. head of a powder biuret» the- hammer jftmck 
fire ; others report, that this perfon» who pifielended to 
buy powder» was a fpy or private agent of Cairiioal .Mi- 
.Tj^i in tbofe i^ai SM^d that» by )m. mafier'oarda^ ile 
,ba4 prepared a cert^n ^^f»^ fire» indofed in at flidl or 
box» and that» at a certain determined period of. time» Jt 
would caule the box to fly ia pieces». and fcattier, flames 
ahnoft as fubtle and penetrating as th<9^ ^,ligbtràig« 

Having therefore thif litije in&^i^ent; of niifehicf 
ready»/ and j^Qg.inj^tt^d in ^all things» k^ ,wi|h the 
ftev;^4, catered the vaults whepr^ thf ,pow4^: lay» .under 
pretcfpc 0^ buying fome fiv th^ e^v^PPaor of JJnififels ; 
and wl^en tjtey.had. op»i;i^ Of^CjOf the barf^.hs Uufift 
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his hand among the powiier^ a» though he, voUld take 
up fome to look upon, at the fame tine dcxteroufly con- 
veying his little fhell or box into the barrel^ knowiiig 
that in an hoar's time it would work its ef&£i. In the 
mean while, feeming to diflikc that barrel, they opened 
ansother, which he bought, and fo departed. WitHih an 
hour afterwards, all the countries round about were afto- 
ni&ed at the dreadful blow, which made the earth to 
treo^; they fay it was heard beyond the feas into 
E^land. 

/ Thus the contrivance of this tragedy is fàftened on 
bbzanni ; ^d fuch is the hatred the people bear to this 
^mnifter, that If an earthquake &ould happen in thefe 
parts, I believe they wonld aceufe him as the anthbr of 
it* 

But it feems as if aU the elements were at war agaiiift 
^he Netherland provinces» I have already acquainted the 
minift^rsr-of the ever happy Porte, what ^fafters bcfel 
thefe people by ftorms at fea, and inundations on land ; 
«ftqr which the clement of fire took its torn to chaftife 
thmn ; fort in the fird moon of this year, a certain wind- 
jnill in the Low Countries, whirling round with extraor- 
dinary i^oknce, by reafon dì a furious ftorm, the ftone at 
kngthy by k» rapid motion, became fo intcnfely hot as 
^ an the sntD ; from whence the flames» being ififperfed 
èythe high vmds to the neighbouringlioidesi fei a whole 
townon£re. 

And now thè wrath of Heaven has been kindled again 
to deftroy the^ tttheth ; yet thofe that futvive' wQi not 
be coiiverted< 'Peiàeps they veil! be mined jàvècet-tneal, 
even to a final «xtetmination,''Hke tiie people of Aad and 
Thamod» of it^hotti At thaa day there remain no féotftepé. 

I pray €k>d^gtffttdthe ini^rSil city and arfenai froib 
J9& cadbalties of fiif ^^ %m i&tiMte^nr^wàcri attd fS^àh 
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f^rihqwifcirs ; tind tby awn watchful ca«r ant} .pmdeace 
will defend the ivagaziaes in thy cuilody from the fly at- 
. temptt of trakors and «fllaios» 

^aris, ioth of the -óch Moon, of the Tear 1654, 



XIL — To Me HE MET, an Eunuch In the Seraglio^ 

1 ACQUAiiiTSD thee formerly with the firft nec^iOty I 
had to drink wibìc, that 1 might the better tpnceal my 
. being a muiTulniany when 1 was made a prifoner by. Car- 
dinal Mazarini'e order. I tell thee now, this lienor. is 
^own habitual to me, it being the natural beverage «f 
the country where I am : But the Freiich temper it with 
water, the better to allay their thirfti aad prevent fevexc ; 
which cuftom agrees not with the ftomach of a Maho- 
metan, who, when he drinks either water or wine» loves 

* to haTe them pure without mixture^ I ufe i^; moderately 
for my health, and to cneate an appetite': 'But thia ever- 
ing I drank a glafs of wine, which is like to n^e me 

•! abhor it for even Jn all probability I ihall turn as ftriffl 
«ad precife as an Hodgia ; for, in the midil of i^y 

• !draaght, I had silmoft fwallowed a great, fpider^ wlilch 
lay drowned in the wine. Theviittle beail had paCbi my 

V b'ps, l^ut I foQift eka^red my mouth *o£ fo- uo^at^fuWa. 
imurfeL I wiih.I couldaa eafily difohdrge my imagiip- 
tion of the hat^d ideas k has imbibed with. this fatal .po- 
tion : Net that I think- 1 am poifoned^ or haye «rec^iyed 
any real damage from the fptder; the worft venom lies 
. in my «wn fancy < Jt will be impoffibk^ for. ril the water 
. in FraDce to wafh «i^ay the:prc|àdiees I have ooaioemd 
^^iifl xhit little. infeéfc ; I have a pcrfisél' antipatifty ta- 
gainft it :::The %ht of a ^ader wxndd always cnake me 
Cweat:«a(i txcmUe/ >. Now^i if cr^r I. fliQold jjifte; óì «i»a. 



Book IV. A sìpr AT f Alt js. IS 5 

ttfaJft, i fi¥éuld imagine evsry mouthfol I fwrattowed had 
a fpidef in it* My reafon tells me there h no danger if » 
I had one in my ftomach, having feen a phyfieian, witti- 
out the ufe of any antidote, fwallow two or three brge 
fpiders in a glafs of wine ; and this was his ordinary prac- 
tice every morning ; afld moft of that profeffion main- 
tain, that fpiders, fo drank, can do no harm-; yet my 
antipathy overcomes my reafotì in this point ; and if Ga- 
len or Hippocrates were alive, they would not be able, 
with all -their learned demon ^rations, to reconcile tne to 
a creature for which I have an m vincible averfion ahd 

' abhorrence. I had rather encounter with- a Eon or' a 
tygerhi the defarts of Arabia, provided I had but a 
§m>rd in my hand, than to have a fpider crawling abo^ut 

. me in the dark 5 and therefore I have often envied the 

• happinefs of the Irifhmen, for in tha^ iiland they fòy 
no venomous creature will live : The fame is reported of 
the Ifle of^Malta, .which wonderful privilege both thd*e 
iflands aféribe to the prayers of certaitf faints. 

There is no reafon to be given for thefe fecret ant^a- 
thies, which are difcovered in many men. Sòme vrill 
fweat and faitit away, if there be a cat in the roonà where 
they are, though they know nothmg of -k atìy òthfcrwKc 
^ than by t^e fecret intimations of this unaecòUfìtable-fenfe, 
^ whiùh nature has 'added to their other Uve; I have fi^n 
• geiftlemnn dmp down ÌA4t fwoorì, a» fòon as he entered 
a chamber tvhere there wa» a Squirrel kept in a cage ; 
and thofc that knew him faid it was hiò confiant kir- 

• mity.-"'- ■ -.- .•••'■■ 

If there be any trifttb in tht loarine of the foU^ 
traiiébiigration, I fliioiiU>tl|iiik the beft ^eaftms ^^ thefe 
private idntiiratitiesiaBghtP^.'bd drawn - from ^e' ibrafinr 
itate of'tbe iotA ^ and àccoarding> to j that Aippofittoi^' I 
jbouU condudci th8t {iiad bftali flybefcv^^-ioao^ isi&o 
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tbn JK^^ aodli^uv been frequency perfe^iite4 by ^- 
'Zpxji fA that fiate^ do (UU retain tbe dread of my old «ne-- 
mjf, wbicK all the circumfUoces of my prcfent metamor- 
phofis are not able to efface. But if thig be fò, I wooder 
I,ihouId have aQ diiUnét remembrance of my former liitle 
▼piatile, life, fince Pythagoras^ .the ^eat patron ot the 
metcmpfychoils, declares, that he could remember fcvcral 
changes he had trndergone ; and particularly recounts, 
how he led a merrier life when he was a frog, than unce 
he became a phUofophcr. — . 

It affords me matter of thought, and is no fmall diver- 
fion» to behold the contrariety that is in men's diet : One 
num never, tafles of fifh all his days, another abhoa» 4efh ; 
this faints if his bread be cut with a knife that has touch- 
ed cheefe, that fwoons at the fmell of mutton. Men have 
as different appetites as they have faces ; fome are fquea- 
mifli, and almod naufeate every thing that others eat 
fireely of; again, there are others to whom nothing comes 
amifs. For my part, I have many averfions in point of ^ 
di^ ; and, above all things, I can never be reconciled to 
the eating of inicds» ferpents» and other reptile creatures; 
yet here are men in this kingdom who live upon frogs, 
vipers, grafshoppers, and fuch kind of loathfome animals ; 
and I have read of a people in the fouthem p^rts of . 
Africa^ who had no other diet bat falted locui^s, which . 
they catch in the fpring,. when certain winds bring innu- 
merable fwarms of them over the land, fo that all the 
country is covered. Thefc people arc very lean» aóUvc, 
and black ; they run fwift as ftags, and will climb tren», 
and jump from one bougji and tret to anptber, as nimble 
as apes or fquirrels ; but they are ihort-lived» never ex- 
ceeding forty years of age ; for abcmt that time they feel 
a violent itching all over their bodies, which tempting 
them to Iciatch tbemfelvei» they never ceafe till they 



make holes ia that fldh, where certain iviiiged lekOn 
breedy which rndtiply fo faft, that in a Etdc time they 
devour the jpocr wretches. Tliis is thought to be thc^ 
refult of their ill diet. 

Let not what t hate faid create any fqùeamiflintfs ìn 
thee, but eat thy pilaw with a good fiomach»' for ti»t 
food has the benedl&ion of Cod and his Prophet. 

PariSi %zd of ùm 6th Moon, of the Year 1^54. 



XIII. — To the Kaimacham. 

X HE Eking of France has been folemnly crowned at 
Rheimsy where were pre&nt his mother and brother, 
Cardinal Mazarini, with divers princes and aobles» and 
foreign miniilers : But nothing could perfuade the king's 
uncle» tlie Duke of Orleans» to grace this ceremony with 
his prefence ; he has declared he will never come to the 
court fo long as Cardinal Mazarini is there. 

Marefchal Turenne has received private orders to re- 
pair fpeedily to his army in Flanders. What the defign 
ir we are not certain. Some fay he is gone to furprife 
Gravelihes» a city in Flanders, which was lately fo ruiiied 
by the blowing up of the magazine, that it is not in a 
condition to refift the French, fliould, they affault it. 

Others fay, the king has commanded his general to 
lay fiegè to Stenay, a city belonging to the Prince of 
Conde, à place oiF great flrength;, and exquifitely forti- 
fied. ■ . < 

It is reported that Cardinal Mazarini holds a corre- 
fpondence with the governor of this ftrong hold, and that 
on this ground it was he promifed the king, on the ho- 
nour of his purple, that, if he would fufFer his army to 
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lie down before it, it iHoald by fuch a day be delivered 
into his hands. ' 

The Duke of Lorrain^ of who£c imprifonment at Ànt- 
weq) I informed Muftapha Berber A^a» is now removed 
'from thciicc, and fent to Spain, from whence it ts be- 
lieved he will never come back. 

From the North the poft brings news of the refigna* 
tion which Chriftina, Queen of Sweden» has made olher 
crown to her coafm Prince Charles. They add, that ftie 
caufed a crown to be made with this infcription, ** From 
God and Chriftina,'' and that ihe placed this crown' on 
the prince's head with her own hands, having before jb- 
foKed all her fubje^s firom their oaths of fidelity to h*r. 

The fame poft alfo tells us of J a mighty army of Mirf- 
covites which are entered into Poland,- défti^oying and 
laying defolate wherever they còme; The pretended 
caufe of this invafion is faid to be a difguft the czar has 
taken at a certain hiflorian and poet of Poland, 'who, in 
reciting the wars between thofe nations, had made a nàf- 
take in the genealogy of the Mufcovite emperors, nam- 
ing the father for the fon; The czar, being informed 'of 
this, demanded the head of the writer as an ^t^nement, 
which being denied, he ruflied into the territories of Po- 
land, to revenge himfelf by fire and fword. 

Thefe are the aélìons of fuch as pretend to follow the 
example of Jefus, the Meffias, who^ commanded^ men to 
forgive injuries, even as did our holy Prophet ; yet they 
fcraple not to accufe us of what they thcmfclves are only 
guilty. Thus, whilft they are Chriftians in name. We 
fhow by our pradice that we are true dildpks of the tc- 
Bcrable Jefus. 

Doubtlefs all men are juft or wicked by nature. Every 
maii'« -fate is engraven on his forehead, and neither the 
precepts nor examples of Jefus or Mahomet can aker the 
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.kic^ations of thofe whole ftars have iignedthenr in their 
nativity with the indelible charaAers of vice. 

' Paris, 30th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1654. 



XIV.— To Dgnet Oglou. 

XliTHERTO I have been in ^ ti'ildernefs, or at leaft I 
trill fupppfe it^ wandering up an4 down, loft and oon- 
fouiided in jthe dark» without fun^ ftar, land-mark, or any 

.(faithful guide i{o dircréi me« What {hiall I do in this cafe? 
I am tired wiibi peipetaal raoibltng» aad reft I dare not. 
Blither can I9 'fuchf knnif unea&ieft^ even in the only ci^- 
«Uftiftance which give» to other «len repole. 

Thi». I 'diCcotrfcM^rith myidf when I am alone, and 
eonfider my prefent ftate as a moftal. Tbfe tnifenes of 
.this life are the thane» ^f my firft xroatemf^atiofi, and ^ it 
is bttt reaC»i it {hovàd be £b, heeaofe wc feel them every 
aiometit : Tbey touch our £en£s nearly, and aflli6^ us with 
iharp pains ; yet* they are but like the fting of a wafy, 

* violent for a liaae,' but laft not Idng. 

' This thought carries me farther,' and puts me upon' an 
endleià meditation what will befal me after I am dead. 
When I have contemplated all that I can, run over a 
thov&nds paths of fancy, and traced ail the footfteps of 
the wifp, or of fuch as were efteemed fo, ftill I find my- 
felf in a ddfftrt, more entangled than a traveller loft in 
the foreft of Hyrcania, which extends from the moft 
oortherly part, of Mufcovy to fome provinces in the Ger- 
Hiap empire^ aad is reputed five hundred leagues in length. 
In this bewildered condition I meet with many pre- 
tended |ruidesy bue t«Ilmg. ttie this is the way, another 
that $ b4at becaufe they do not agree in their advice, I 
l^now not w^ich to truft, and am indinedtofuffkéifome 

2 
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fcrcktftSt'Mdiibrr^foi'foòIt» na moA àt m ìók^ if 

>, Pcrfiut ine to difcourfe «kh frredotni my dear Dgn^t^ 
and let us onmaik ISm fncnès. What iìgnìfiea all that 
liie MMlDVM sud «eìkhf e<» % ef pttradH^atid h<^, ^ee 
iMne of them have hcea there to make an experiment ? 
Why (hould we fuffer omfelves to be amiifed with :no* 
tMMM of tliiogs» ^idi» &r aoght we ktt«w, have Ao other 
«ufteace but is tbe hanuigvee of ^ preachen, and the 
fiackt of the creddout. 

Think «ot tfait I am gdbg to pttfuadtf 'Aee to die 
i^isefy of the Mvfain, w1m> deny the Mig of' a Oo& 
J^IfllltheclMiijMiadMaÉ. From cvei^ tbii^ I MmM,' 
ny thought £mi ffiet «p t» • Fkft Caiife^ asd there k k 
4»fliQdHilo athoufafld qnenct. Thb I lay a» a foitd 
fojnndal5b»i ^ All thugs vere Bot dwaya io the fartw 
.ftate«a they are now." My ei^ptnence éemoaftvates td 
thif contiary* But hosv «snoh laager diey haiw -|>e«b o^ 
th^rwife than eiy own reraemhraace, I cannot be afiorad» 
but by the confidence whicb I repofe in people that stvt 
older than myfelf, and the faith I grre to hooka» both 
which ^gree in this» that they are goSty ai comradìc» 
tiotts without maaber. 

. Thofe that were born before me, and Irred kk the days 
of Sultaa Mahomet IIL teU me many paffitges fji his 
^^A» quite dj&rcnt horn the relations of others who 
alfo lived in thofe times, and renrarked the traftlaé^ns 
of tbeir 9ge. 

^ like di&greement I find among authors w4io have 
c<»mmitted to writing the hiAones of fonder times, it 
i» difficult to eacouotcr wi^ two men of the lame opi- 
nion» even as to matters of £aéL Some take a pride in 
di%uifing the truth, whilft others have not £kili to take 
off the aiRflc. There arc a fort of perfons in the world* 
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menof fupioe and.eafy jtidgtoefitè» cré4iibjts,v«ad not 
daring to call in quellioo what has hém tcgofimcfed ^tò 
th^tn ^om.th^ aulHpritf )Df 'fuch tné£bdi<|tfwntdtv ^ef 
CupcrftitiQudf reTcre ad' an dracfe tbci rikamifirrifrté blB^ 
xpoxtal man ltk« th^mfehc^, fiAjeé^ :i<r as' ma&f Mhiet 
and.miilakesy and 3tS this- cmljr. bcoaxtfeN tUcy have been 
taugl?t to da fo^&om thetrinfeàicy ;- £b fisrablé fe'ihe itt- 
fluence of edocfttion: Thin liic Hàxcfn bcKeve 'ttit t«^ 
cg9KÌ9 of thdr n^iojt to> be of dmoc orinai, tkougli th6f 
want not verbal contradldlionsy and abotiod with* loglcaÉf 
and sl|ilo%h]09l i|ia0<irtAet^f. But tliat -mkith u of 
giTfi^^eft aiome«t.JB,-~that, nrfthorthcf BÒr-àny oAct ìMii 
tkn, «o^Hot sev^- the- Afyrij» or= Egyptian' recordsi 
come «e4r tli« u&jQsieiife chrenojogks of tÌR^ Ghntefe afi^ 
Ipdjsin^ ; ^4hB^tf 9atS8ii fudi "vaft vaciety of aoeoum«, s' 
mn& ' kndws not whtsec iiofmhiB bdxefi But whether the 
larerM-beoidf '4v9 orfix tbmfettd year» old, «r of a more 
bde^fe «ntiqv&j^ ^«^s "^ fate tnaxirrt, " That fetire-'' 
UA^ i* ^cnml/' ^Eve» tshie Jews '«od Chriftèiné, whd^ 
deny, th« eterinty of matter,' and aflert the creatkm of thtf 
t^odd otst of Nothfi^, in a determined . period of time/ 
muft of iMc<9ity ùvm, ^ere was^*«n eternal and infinite 
emptinefs or vacuity, which is the fame as Molts calls by 
the ssKiie ^ N<»ohkig ; whiob wfil ibirtad ss h«rii in |4ii<> 
lofopby «s;:jthe eternity of matter does in their divinity. 
Nay» if I miftake not, it is of a worfe confequence, even' 
in the dadirinf s of idbgioB, to a&rt an infinite privation, 
or want of exiilefice, to be co- eternal with the fubftaatial 
God> who is onmipotentt living, and ftrong, than to af- 
firm matter itfielf to be eo-eternai with hsm, fince this is 
an adual fubftance, and inay with reafon be foppofed as 
a neceiTary emaaation of his power and goodacfs ; where* 
as the other is a mere naàttà poteiUàality, a nonp-entity, as 
the wcftem fdiilofeph^rs caB k, and therefore caanot be 
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conceived to flow from the divine nature, which is efTen- 
tial life and being. Yet in thefe nice and remote fpecu- 
lations I am timorous, and dare not be poiitive, left I 
ihould profane the honour of that Sovereignly Good, 
who is the breath of our noftnls. To fpeak the truth, 
I am wavering in all things but this, that there is aa 
Eternal Mind, tyefy where prefent, the root and bails 
of all things vifible and invilible, whom we call AUa, the 
Support of Infinite Ages, the Rock and Stay of the 
Univerfe- 

JLet thou and I, dear friend, perfevere in adoring that 
fuperlative Efience of Efiences with internal and profound 
devotion ; let our thoughts be pure, our words few, and 
thofe full of innocent and grateful flames ; for afluredly 
God delights not, in the babbling of the tongue. 

As for the reft, let us live according to pur nature and 
reafon, as we are men ; for we may believe, that the^ in- 
dulgent Father of all things vfrill accept us, if we fquare 
our actions according to this rule, without aiming at the 
perfedion of angels. 

In a word, let us love all of human race, and (how juf- 
tice and mercy to the brutes ; for, in fo doing, we fliall 
Bot be unkind to ourfelves. 

Paris, 13th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1654. 
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